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B E h A K I X G  T H E  W A Y  F O R  F U T U R E  G E X ’ /lA T IO X S .

Yol. V.—No. 7.—Whole No. 111.
-------  \  . . ' --------- A

N E W  Y O R K , N O V E M B E R  2, 1872. •PRICE TEN CENTS.

C. J .  OSBORN. ADDISON CAM MACK.

OSBORN & CAMMACK,

Bankers,
No. 34 BROAD STREET,

STOCKS, STATE BONDS, GOLD AND FED
ERAL SECURITIES, bought and.sold on Com
mission.

Road
Bonds.

Whether you wish to Buy or Sell 
write to

CHAS. W . HASSLER,
No. 7 WALL STREET, 

NEW TORE.

JOHN J. CISCO & SON,

Bankers,
No. 59 Wall St., New York.

Gold and Currency received on deposit, subject to 
check at sight.

Interest allowed on Cfirroney Accounts ht" me rate 
of Four per Cent per annum, credited at the end of 
each month.

ALL CHECKS DRAWN ON US PASS THROUGH 
THE CLEARING-HOUSE, AND ARE RECEIVED 
ON DEPOSIT BY ALL THE CITY BANKS.

Cert ideates of Deposit issued, payablo on demand, 
bearing Four per Cent interest.

Loans negotiated.
Orders promptly executed for the Purchase and 

Sale of Governments, Gold, Stocks and Bonds on 
commission.

Collections mado on nil parts of tho United States 
and Canadas.

b a s ' l  ba rto n . h e n r y  a u .u k .

BARTON & ALLEN,

Bankers and Brokers,
No. 40 BROAD STREET,

Stocks, Bonds and Gold bonght and sold on com
mission.

A FIRST-CLASS

New York Security
... AT A LOW TRICE.

BANXIN3 HOESE OP I T 0 L E D 0, P E 0 B I A
HENRY CLEWS & C 0.,|

33 Wall Street, N. Y. AND

The undersigned offer for sale the First Mortgage! 
Seven Per Cant. Gold Bonds of tho Syracuse and Che
nango Valley Railroad, at 95 and accrued interest

This road runs from the City of Syracuse to Smith's 
Valley, where it unites with the Now York Midland 
Railroad, thus connecting that city by a direct line of 
road with tho metropolis.

Its length is 43 miles, its cost about $4*2,000 per mile, 
and it Is mortgaged for less than $13,000 per mile; the 
balance of tho funds required for its construction hav
ing been raised by subscription to the capital stock.

The road approaches completion. I t  traverses a 
populous and fertile district of tho State, which in
sures it a paying business, and it is under the control 
of gentlemen of high character and ability. Its  bonds 
possess all the requisites of an Inviting investment. 
They are amply secured by a mortgage for less than 
^no-third Lhovalpo of the property. They pay soven ] 
per cent goW int»rn>annl m t sifTrimd dye-per cant. I  
below par. Tho undersigned confideutly recommend 
thorn to all class of investors.

GEORGE OPDYKE & CO.,
No. 25 Nassau Street.

HARVEY TISK. A. S. HATCH.

OFFICE OF

FISK & HATCH,
BANKERS AND DEALERS IN  

GOVERNMENT SECURITIES, 
No. 5 Nassau at,, N. Y.,

Opposite U. 8. Sub-Ti'easitry.

Wo receive the accounts of Banks, Bank
ers, Corporations and others, subject to check 
at Bight, and allow interest on balances.

We'make special arrangements for interest 
on deposits of specific sums for fixed periods.

We mako collections on all points in the 
United States and Canada, and issue Certifi
cates of Deposit available in all parts of the 
tJniott.

Wo buy and sell at current rates, all classes 
of Government Securities, and the Bonds of 
the Central Pacific Railroad Company; also, 
Gold and Silver Coin and Gold Coupons.

We buy and sell, at tho Stock Exchange, 
miscellaneous Stocks and Bonds, on commis 
sion, for cash.

Coinmunicotions and inquiries by mail or 
telegraph, will receive careful- attention.

FISK <& HATCH,

THE

LO ANER’S B A N K
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK,

(ORGANIZED UNDER STATE’ QUARTER,)

Continental Life Building,
22 N assau  St r e e t , N e w  Y o r k .

CAPITAL..........................................$500,000
Subject to increase to ......................... 1..........  1,000,000

This Bank negotiates LOANS, > makes COLLEC
TIONS, advances ou SECURITIES and receives DE
POSITS.

Accounts of Bankers, Manufacturers and Merchants 
will receivo special attention.

ts r  FIVE PER CENT. INTEREST paid on CUR
RENT BALANCES and liboral facilities offered to our 
CUSTOMERS.

DORR RUSSELL, President.
A. F. WiLXARTU, Vice-President,

NEW YORK
S A V I N G S  B A N K ,

EIGHTH AVENUE,
Cor. Fourteenth S t ,

SIX PER CENT. INTEREST
allowed on nil sums from $5 to $5,000. Deposits 
made on or boforo August 1 will draw interest from 
August 1.

Assets, $9,473,303.06 
Surplus, $300,979.95.

RAILROAD IRON, 

FOR SALE,

BY I H HOPKINS |  CO.,

71 BROADWAY.

Circular Notes and Letters of Credit for travelers ; |  
also Commercial Credits issued available throughout | 

tho world.
Bills of Exchange on tho Imperial Rank of London, 

National Bank of Scotland, Provincial Bank of Ire

land and all their branches.
Telegraphic Transfers of money on Europe, San 

Francisco and the West Indies.
Deposit accounts received in either Currency or 

Coin, subject to Check at sight, which pass through 
tho Clearing House as if drawn upon any city hank; 

Interest allowed on all daily balances; Certificates of 
Deposit issued hearing interest at current rate; Notes 
and Drafts collected.
. State, City and Railroad Loans negotiated.

CLEWS, HABICHT £  CO.,
^  TfrofftTST, London, J

BANK ING  & FINANCIAL,

THE ST. JOSEPH AND DENVER CITY RAIL
ROAD COMPANY'S]

FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS

Are being absorbed by an increasing demand for them.
Secured as they are by a first mortgage on tho Rond, 

Land Grant, Franchise and Equipments, combined 
In >ono mortgage, they oommaud at once a ready 
market; '

A Liberal Sinking Fund providod in tho Mortgage 
Deed must advance tho prlco upon tho closing of the 
loan. Principal and interest, payablo in ao u v  Inter
est, at eight (S) per cent; per annum. Payablo semi
annually, free of tax. Principal In thirty years. De
nominations, $1,000, $500 and $100 Coupons, or Regis
tered.

Price 97# and neernod interest, in currency, frtom 
February 15,1872.

Maps, Circulars, Documents and information fn> 
nlshoch

Trustees, Farmers' Loan and Trust Company of Ncw 
York.

Can now.bo had through the principal Banks U  
Bankers throughout the country, and from tho under
signed who unhesitatingly recommend them.

> TANNER & CO., Bankers,
No. 11 Wall Streot, Jew  York.

AUGUST BELMONT & CO.,

B an kers,
,« go; w a l l  s t r e e t ,
Issuo Lottors of Credit to Travelers, available a!! 
parts of tho world through tho

ikoSR aiD S ROTHSCHILD AND THEIR 
1 CORRESPONDENTS.

Also, make telegraphic transfers of money on,Cali- 
fornia, Euyopo and Havana, | hh»TJl

W ARSAW  RAILW AY,

r, -r-7 Tv T‘O T ? T rf t
O L iX  A /  U  l U . V i V i U . i u J J

CENT. CUERENC

INTEREST W PAYABLE

Q9KCHBE *AN1> APRIL,

PRINCIPAL 1SSG.

We offer for sale $100,000 of the above bonds in 

block. By act of reorganisation of the Company thorn 

bonds are convertible Into the First Preferred Shares 

of the Company, which amounts to only 17,000 slmres, 

and Into tho Consolidated- Bonds (recently negotiated 

at Amsterdam! of six millions of dollars, which cover 

tho entire lino of 930 miles of completed read, to

gether with all the rolling stock and real property, to 

the value of more than ten millions cf dollars. .Tho 

road crosses the entire State of B linds and couaecta 

with the mammoth Iron bridges spanning tho MW*!s- 

tdppl at Keokuk and Burlington. The income of tho 

road for tho- year will no'. iaCIcIont So pay interest ou 

all tho bonded'indeb‘.clucks and iKwdendcn thqp rv  

ferred shares.

For terms apply to

CLARK, DODGE & CO;;

Corner W ail and William Streets.

' M AXW ELL .& CO.„

“ ankers ana Brokers,

II BROAD STREET, '

NEW YORK,

K Q

No



“W O O b H U L l  & C L A F L I N ^ S  WE E I C l V tfov. 2, fill *1

m

J S i
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Tho Books nnd Speeches of Victoria 0. WoodhuH unci 
TcudIo 0. Cliifllu will hereafter be furnished, postage paid, 
at the following liberal prices:
Tho Principles of Government, by Victoria 0. Wood-

hull .................., ............ ........................................ *» 00
Constitutional Equality, by Tonnle C. Claflln. . . . . . . .  2 flu
Tho Principles of Social Freedom.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25
The Impending Revolution................ . 25
The Ethics of Sexual Equality.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25

9 m . — ■

TIIE BITEK BIT.

V4ho steals my pnvso steals trash; *tls something*—nothing; 
'Twri mine. 'tla Mm, and has boon slave to thousands:
Biit he that niches from uio my good nnmo,
Bobs mo of that which not enriohoth him,
And makes me poor*Indued."

"lie that uttoreth a slander Is a fool."—Solomon: Prov., r. 10.
By those who attended the recent convention of the Amer

ican Association of Spiritualists at Boston, it is well known 
that Professor Wm. Denton freely circulated tho report 
among the delegates, and when confronted by mo, also made 
it publicly, that I was in the habit of obtaining monoy from 
individuals under false pretences and never returning It, 
giving an instance in point, and Mr. E. H. Haywood, of 
Princeton, Mass., us his authority.

After returning home 1 wrote to Mr. Hoywood requesting 
that he inform mo what had passed between himself alia 
Professor Denton, stating what he, D., had asserted In Bos
ton, The following extracts from a long and friendly letter 
will serve to enlighten those who, like mysolf, have hereto
fore honored Professor Denton as a noble specimen of a 
man, one who for no inducement could he made to descend 
to enact tho role of the common blackguard :

Princeton, Mash., October 8,1872.
Dear Mrs. Woodiiull

Some time last June, I think, Mr. Denton referred to sumo one from 
whom you had extorted money hy throats, hut gave no name, In con
versation I repeated to him what Susan D. Anthony, last May, said to mo 
and others, via.; That you tried to borrow mpuey—$600—of Mrs. Phelps, 
who was disposed to assist you, hut that, not having tho money in hand, 
and being unable to get It of frtonds for you, you turned against her, 
printed circulars containing idnnduruus insinuations of immorality re
garding Mrs. Phelps, Mrs. Bullard atUl other woman’s suffrage advocates, 
and scattered them broadcast over New York city.

The substance of Miss Anthony's assertions, an I remember it, waty)1 
that you resorted to blackmailing Intentionally, and iutonded to succeed 
by that and other methods equally objectionable.

Professor Denton, It would seem, had Inadvertently taken my state
ment to him as evidence of tho truth of Ills statement to mo, and so 
made tho public charge you spoalt of. Perhaps ho had no substantial 
evidence of his assertions to me, nnd retreated behind my statement to 
him when confronted on tho platform.

Truly yours,
E. II. IIeywood.

Comment, so far as professor Denton Is concerned, is su
perfluous. He makes assertions to Mr. Hey wood and then 
comes before tho people and gives him as authority for their 
truth. An honorable course; truly a most honorable course !

Mr. Denton says I obtaiued money from people with tho 
intent not to return it. So far lie lias failed to sustain tho 
allegation; but I stand prepared to prove, by tho person in
terested, that he, Mr. Donton, has obtained money and failed 
to return it; and he claims not to boa flnancial failure, which 
Is one of the crimus of which he accused me, and which ho 
advanced ns a reason why I was not fit to represent such spir
itualists ns lie is.

When I went to Boston I had no thought of standing the 
nomination for re-election as President of tho Association. 
Indeed 1 had prepared all my speeches with the express idea 
of retiring; hut when my friends informed me of the coursoof 
Prof. Denton, Mr. A. A. Whcolock and others who were mak
ing charges against me, which were citlior entirely without 
foundation, as wore those mndo hy Miss Anthony, or most 
outrageously perverted, nnd insisted that I should test tlio 
matter, 1 consented. Therefore, if there are those who fool 
aggrieved because I was re-elected, they have to thank the 
persons above referred to and not mo for their grievance. 
It is thus that tho intentions of dishonorable methods and 
schemes over turn upon their promoters.

It may bo said by many, as it is by some of my friends, 
that I ought not to take notice of those things, that I ought 
to have charity. I desire once for all to be understood that 
1 am no advocate of tho cloak of charity. I slmll always 
practice the doctrine of justice, believing it to he a higher, 
uiviner and more eibciont practice for good than that of char
ity can be. Had I lot this assertion of Professor Denton's 
stand unchallenged it would have emboldened him to go 
still further, since that he did what ho did shows him capa
ble; but I will guarantee that hereafter when ho uttacks mo 
he will at least make use of the truth, and of that I shall 
never complain.

But fur be it from me to presume to sit in judgment over 
brother Denton, lie has done the highest duty he could do. 
He really felt that to prevent my re-election any means were 
excusable. 1 have no doubt that he considers me the worst 
woman iu the world. At least I think so from his general 
conversation about mo among the people where he goes.

Now, whothor the supposed facts upon which lie basis his 
lodgment of mo are true or falso, ho no doubt 1ms repeated 
them until ho honestly holds thorn to ho so; jmd therefore I 
have no fault to And with him. 1 huvo only thyself to dofond, 
and thut 1 shall do to tho best of my ability utul In every pos
sible way, he It ugalnst honest'or pretentious opinions.

In conclusion permit nlu to lay. that I can never express 
the tlimikfulnoHs I foci for tho Kindness exhibited by those 
Who, with mo, folt tho great injustice prepared fen* mo by my 
dtfumers, who must, sooner or later, lo&rn that 1 place my 
faith and trust in, und rely for support upon, tho angel worta 
whoso messengers will never permit wrong to pornmnontly 
triumph.

Very fuitlifully,
Victoria  0 . W oodholl.

•»■■■■ i n 0  ! # » - « ■  —  ' ■—

BEGINNING OF THE BATTLE.

With tho causes which huvo led to the Hubordlnation und 
abuse of women wo have little to do beyond tho aid they 
may utlbrd in reversing tho prosont order and restoring tr 
ono-lialf tho race tho rights which belong to them by virtue 
of their individuality, responsibility and relation to the com 
inon laws of nature. It is our business to doal with tho rom 
odius, and thus, If possible, ollbot a radical cure. To do this 
well wo may ho compelled to probe tho social and olvll 
gangrene to tho vory core. Of course society, and especially 
upper toiulom, will be shocked, und some persons will be 
seriously hurt. But did not one of old say that ho camo to 
kindle a fire—to sot husband and wife, parents and children 
into antagonism with each other y and did ho not also say 
"It. must needs he that oU'enoes come, but woo he to thut 
nmn through whom tlioy come V" and the high priest, “ Betti 
that ono suffer than tho whole nation perish?” Nothing Ih 
plainer than that the whole social and civil fabrics are rotten 
from base to capital—thut society has utterly failed to u( 
eomulish its legitimate purposos, and that ouo-half of the 
whole mass is not only uisaoled politically, nut robbed, op 
pressed, abused and slandered without remedy qr redress, 
At whatever cost, then, to present positions, opinions and 
social customs, wo propose to probe the festering sore to the 
bottom, and if necessary give facts in detail, and tho name 
of tho parties to the transactions. If these things are proper 
then thero can bo no wrong in publicity; if they are wrong 
ploy will not bo cured by toleration ana concealment.
!■ wo pause then to say, that the religions of the world arc 
FlIE re lig io n s . They have all masculine gods—-priests and 
services ; the mother or woman element has no recognition 
even tho angels arc all of tho masculine gender, usually on 
dowcil witli wings, tho countenance of women and enrobed 
In feminine habiliments tluit thoy appear more beooming 
ideals of what angels should be.

Tho various forms of qivll government, theocratic, auto 
cratlc and democratic, are all built on the idea of masculine 
entity and feminine non-ontlty. Tho woman is for tho 
man, and not tho two for each othor equal, in all that la 
common nnd independent in ull not common. Those are the 
parents of tho spawn wo are trying to strangle, and shall as 
surely succeed as that tho citidols wo attack aro weak from 
sheer rottenness.

Ono little mistake must be corrected before wo proceed 
further. The lords of creation liavo assn mod that in all that 
pertains to virtue (contiuonce of passion) woman is the 
weaker vessel. Nothing can ho further from tho truth 
Woman's power over men, as well as over herself, is greateu 
than man’s. No Imin'will have the hardihood—to.deiiy-that 
ono woman of average looks, grace and manner can seduce 
overcome and lead hi forbidden paths fifty men, to every 
woman that any one of tho fifty men can subordinate to Ills 
passions. Perhaps it is to this we owe the laws for tho pro 
tcction of weak young men, and still weaker old men who 
lack the power of continence and bow down ut tho (shrine 
of Venus, where her altars aro served hy the dobris of our 
rotten civilization, and are thus liable to tho infections with 
which respectable men, Christians and Christian ministers 
have inoculated the currents of their life, poisoned tho sources 
of existence and added physical degeneration, to social 
and civil rotonness. Instead, then, of protection for 
the men, we need and demand protection against 
the men—men without principle or self-government, who 
take these risks solely for the gratification of the physical 
senses,Svlthout. one noble or manly impulse, without any re 
gnrd for society or posterity—ana after they have become 
const itutionally diseased with a virus that is never eradicated 
consort with pure, respectable women, and give to the 
world a progeny fit only for the slums of society, diseased in 
mhscle, brains und mordls.

Whut wo ask and demand is equality everywhere. W 
plead no weakness on tho ground of sox. Wo demand the 
justice of equality on the grounds of individuality and sov 
erolgnty, ana require that this standard shall rulo j.n ohurch 
State and society in all their phases; and this we will have if 
wo should in tho effort uproot all foundations and procii 
Rate revolution and chaos. If equality and justice result in 
these things, then they must bo right. Wo want no expo 
diency, no compromise, no sheltering of the guilty—let jus 
lice be done though the heavens full.

If the loss of virginity is a disgrace to unmarried women 
then the same should bo hold of men; if the mother of uohil 
out of legal wedlock is ostricasod, then the father should sluiro 
the same fate ; if it i s  wrong to motlior such a child, it is 
equally wrong to father i t ; it a life of female prostitution 
is wrong, a life of male prostitution is equally wrong; if 
Contagious Discuses Acts are passed, they should operato 
equally on both sexes; if women are inspected, men 
should be inspected ; if the names of women am recorded 
nml open to inspection, the names of men should stand on 
the same record, that respectable women may know tho char
acter of tho pretended male virgins, whose purity would not 
allow butter to melt In their pious mouths ; if women aro 
taxed, let the men bo taxed the same rat e. On tho other hand, 
if the male debauchee is allowed to circulate in respectable 
society and marry women with unsoiled robes, then the female 
debauchee should be allowed tho some privileges and bo 
treated in the same manner. Tills is justice—not mercy,* not 
charity l Away with such stuff 1 We flaunt it in the faces of 
the male prostitutes who have tho power, and having it. use 
it to trample under thoir feet, into tlio dust of civil mid social 
degradation, tho companions of their vices, and curse soci
ety by tho methods wo have already described.

There is but one way to reach the justice of this case, and 
that we are now ready to adopt We shall proceed to detail 
facts with more particularity than will be pleasant to the 
parties who are to make the great atonement for the wrongs 
done women in all the post and present. If immolation is 
necessary, then they must bo immolated, JepthA was no 
more faithful to his vow in offering to' the gods the idol of 
his heart, tho virgin daughter of his home, than we shall

espondlng 
prey, and

)o in laying on fids altar of Justice the most exalted and 
prominent men of society.

We aro now prepared to state the facts on which we de
mand a change in tho existing status of woman, afid claim 
for her equal protection, by law. with the corresj 
mall offondor, who now docmB her nlu lawful pi 
mukos her person, property and rights pay loot to his passion, 
thereby incurring little or no legal responsibility, lie  enters 
her house, croaks her furniture, drinks of Mu* o^iftly wines, 
ubuses her person, tramples her under his manly feet, ana 
she lias no rccltosA. She is an outcast, and according to the 
logic of.mastera, she is aldo an outlaw without any rights 
which any one is bound to respect.

Wo select, as examples, first of all. tho women of the town: 
those who promenade Broadway, tlio Bowery, Baxter ana 
Uroone streets, who frequent aanco houses and saloons— 
the.common prostitutes. Tills class are, all of them, at the 
mercy of policemen in all cities; are used by them and com
pelled to pay tribute both In personal fa v o rs  and money, for 
he privilege of escaping arrest. Any one who walks the 

streets of New York after the hour of ten at night, and ob
serves the fawlllurlty between these women and the guardians 
of tho sleeping city, will at once conclude that there is a per
fect understanding between them. Whatever demand these 
men with shiny caps, blue coats, brass buttons, locust sticks 
and pistols make, must bo mot or a trip Incurred to Black- 
weirs Island, bo tlio levy on person or purse- A trumped-up 
[charge, a put up Job on them, and their fate is sealed. In 
tills, way large sums of money aro drawn from them by men 
whose sworn duty it is to protect society. The simple rea
son why the laws are not enforced ugalnst these women and 
their houses, is because tho officers are largely interested tin 
the pleasures and proceeds of the business. From legalized 
cormorants tho women have no escape. It is submission or 
imprisonment. These human fiends bent and abuse them; 
and unlesB they are killed outright, the offenders run little 
risk of punishment. Wo need Only cite the case of L ottik 
Stanton, whose wrongs would never have reached the light 
of day out for tlio fact that her life was in imminent danger. 
Tlio cowardly ruffian who ' struck her down with a piano- 
stool and beat and kicked her nearly out of life, would back 
down from any equal combat; but a woman of the town can 
lift no hand or voice in defence. Should she recover nnd be 
maimed for life, as is likely, who will redress her wrongs? 
Echo answers: “ Who?”. Already, while she lies still in 
a precarious condition, tho brute who felled her walks gaily 
abroad, under bail, llad it been a man, Ills equal, whom he 
had assaulted, lie would have been held at tlio Tombs to 
await the result of the injuries.

If su.qh an one as this Mrs. Stan to n  makes Complaint, the 
eburts treat her with harshness and contempt; a severe rep
rimand and a threat of tho Island is tho justice she receives, 
and she shrinks back into herself and her desolate hopeless 
life to worry on her allotted 44 four years,” and then go under 
out of sight into tho grave, where all human dust is alike. 
Even Judge G a r v in  impugnes the testimony of Mrs. M ans- 
field* because she traded on her virtue. We wonder if Judge 
Ga r v in  never struck any bargains with women who sold 
their wares i

But we pass on to another phase of the social evil and 
public injustice represented by ax gentleman of great wealth 
and high standing in respectable society and business circles. 
For years, this man lived with a mistress, who was to him 
boili mother and wife in her devotion. Not this alone, but 
he lived on the proceeds of her business, and at one time was
tilQ i>nmmnn nanrw^nift o f  tholoiVPSt olnnn In O iw n o  nnd D a *

iter streets. Having, by the assistance of his paramour, 
arisen to position and the accumulation of property, he came 
in contact witli a young, beautiful and pure woman, whom 
lie married, deserting tho woman who had been the means 
of his aggrandizement. Tho friends of the bride were ap
prised of liis life and character, and yet permitted this villiany 
to be consummated. The prostitute has no rights any 
one is bound to respect, but the "whoremonger” may marry a 
pure woman, move in good society, and be generally re
spected. Tlio benefactress and saviour of this man, the 
partner of his g u iltj^ u ilM h crcw as  in tlieir relation, heart

1 1 1  t l i u  IV I  g u v  \ . u w « u v v  »

how quickly she would be turned in 
one condition, however, on which

hroken and crazed witli the desertion of the man she loved, 
still pursuing her old calling, with mildew and blight on her 
soul and uo hope for the future, while he is feasted and
toasted. Another case, M r.-------- , is now a man of wealth.
There are many who remember when he was poor. He had 
a mistress °r &s the people of that ilk put it, he was 44 the 
m an” of a woman who kept a "respectable” house of pros
titution. The business of this lniserable varlet was to pimp 
at hotels and rcap the harvest. One of his chief resorts was 
Fifth AvefiuB Hotel. Here ho had an ample field for his 
peculiar calling. Strangers visiting tho city were regaled 
with laudations of the superior accommodations of her house. 
Now tills fellow of the baser sort, this pimp and steward of 
vile hospitalities, is allowed to loar around all hotels, and the 
men who are known to patronize lior place and similar ones, 
aro ontertalnod unquestioned at them; but should a woman 
of the town attempt to get entrance as a guest at one of them,

into tlie Street. There is 
she may visit the first 

hotels. Does some great public man or gentleman of 
wealth desire the sexual services of a woman, lie has only to 
give tho gentlemanly clerk of the establishment a hint and a 
fee, mid the woman, for his money, is brought privately to 
liis room and as privately returned to her carnage in due 
time. Wo have the word of a U. S. Congressman that he 
can thus, at any time of need, obtain the 4~ best woman in 
town,” that, is, the best for his purpose. This man pimped 
until ho obtained means to go into business; being sharp 
mid tricky ho made plenty of money, and now ranks among 
the u p p er tan.

Again, it is a well-known fact that a certain rich man 
who married a woman with a blemished reputation, was 
donied hotel accommodation when his wife was witli him, 
and was obliged to rent a house in order to be free 
from proscription. Thus, the sins of the woman are 
made to follow her into every path she enters, mid even 
legal wedlock does not exempt her husband from discour
teous treatment on her account when she accompanies him. 
Tints it Is plain that society is determined that she shall on 
no account ,rise out of tlio ruin into which that sham society 
has precipitated her. While this state of things exists, there 
ctin bo no peace and no permanent improvement. Women 
must com e up, or men must com e dow n . Our mission is hut 
commenced; the battle is opened. Wo ask no quartor and 
take no prisoners. Having set our hands to the plow we 
wifi not look back, nor turn aside until our work is done.

The world shall know the. wrongs women suffer, and the 
men who inpict them. We propose to tear off the hypocritical 
mask mid expose their moral deformity to the gaze of all 
^69. We know who they,aro and what they are, and shall 
not hesitate* to write and publish their history so definitely 
that all men shall known them, T k n n j b  C . C l a f u s *



8Nov. 2, 1872. W O O D H U L L  & C L A P L I N ’S W E E K L Y .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY:
P *  A  S P E E C H  D E LIV ER E D  B E FO R E T H E  A M ER IC A N  ASSOCIATION OF S P IR IT U 

A L IS T S 'IN  B o b t o Jj , W e d n e s d a y  E v e n i n g ,  S e p t , l i ,  1872 ,

VICTORIA C. WOODHULL.

^Barren and ,cold, indeed, must be the soul in which there is 
no religion—no perpetual fire upon the altar of life, having an 
unseen fountain of supply which, from its never failing, proves to 
be a perfect source. Fossiled, indeed, is the heart of which it can 
be said, it hath no faith—the substance of things hoped fo r ; on 
fqitji—the evidence of things not seen. But so general, indeed, 
is the presence in the human heart of something similating to 
this, perhaps intangible thing, that it may be laid down as a 
rule, that the religious sentiment is present in every living being 
having the capacity to reason; and when, as sometimes there 
are, persons who boast that they have no such weakness as to 
cling to that of which they can have no possible knowledge, it is 
fair to presume, a t least, that they do not quite understand 
themselves.

Beginning, then, with the proposition .that the religious 
sentiment is a necessary component of human nature, the 
question very naturally arises as to whether that sentiment 
may, in fact dues, hot have a  common form of manifestation; 
indeed, whether there is not some special mode by which it must 
have expression.

Having a common humanity, possessing a common senti
ment, it cannot but be that it should have a  common method of 
expression, and that common method is the Religion of H u
manity.

But, says the objector, “ How can that be possible, when on 
all sides we see the sentiment expressing itself in diverse instead 
of in unitary m ethods; when, of all subjects, the one upon which 

J people differ most widely and most bitterly is tha t of religion ?” 
W e reply : Are you quite certain that you fu lly 'understand 
what you say when you make this objection ? Are You quite 
certain that it meets the proposition laid down 3 Upon the ques
tion as to what religion consists of, there may be and undoubt- 
edlyls a variety of opinions, diverse and earnest enough to base 
the most hitter opposition upon.

But that there is not a  common method of expression for the 
religious sentiment, is quite a  different question.

Therefore, in this matter, as in almost all other matters of 
which human reason takes cognizance, it is found that the ap
parent clashing arises from the fact that when people express 
themselves they do not properly formulate their own thoughts— 
do not convey definite and like ideas to all persons.

Hence, when we say that a  common method for the expres
sion of the religious sentiment is the Religion of Humanity, and 
follow this, as we have, by saying there m ay be differences of 
opinion as to what religion is, it m ay a t first seem to be a  para
doxical proposition. B ut if the two parts of it are analyzed, 
the paradox will hot only be solved, but so also will the reason 
become clear as to the cause of the strife and bitterness which 
exist between various religious sects; and its remedy follbws 
equally as clearly.

W hat do we really mean when we say tha t the religious 
sentiment has a common form of expression ? This can be an
swered no better than by saying that the sentiment which prompts 
the sun worshiper to fall down, in unuttered and unutterable 
worship, before its blazing glory, also prompts the worshiper 
of an unknown God to worship him in prayer and praise, in 
thanksgiving and song; and while the former despise the latter, 
and they consign the former to everlasting torment for their 
failure to accept the unknown God, to the well developed mind 
the former seems the more consistent, since they have reason 
connected with their religion, which the latter have hot.

Now, is it not clear in what the contest between Religionists 
. arises! I t  is not that they do not have a  common sentiment and 
. a common method of expression, but that the expression is' di
rec ted  toward different objects ; that is to say, each different 
sect defines religion to consist of different things, forgetting, as 
they do (and in this ties the solution), that all things are God’s, 
and that all people are worshiping them, but different parts of 
them, and none worshiping them as a whole, which Is God.

Now, if the Christians were consistent in their theory 
I  that God is omnipresent and omnipotent, they would necessarily 
|  be obliged to acknowledge tha t their God must include the gods 
' of all heathen, as they charitably define go many of earth’s chil

dren to be.

An omnipotent and omnipresent Deity must include all sub-i 
stance'and all power, since outside of omnipotence and omni
presence thete can be nothing.
" From this self-evident proposition, it legitimately follows 

that all manifestations of power in mind and matter are, taking 
them at their own word, manifestations of the God of the Chris
tians, as announced by their own theories.

I t  is because Christians do not comprehend what they say 
when they talk of omnipotence and omnipresence that they have 
fallen into the error of supposing they alone, of all the children 
of earth, are God’s, while all others are of the Devil and candi
dates for Hell, in which he reigns supreme, notwithstanding 
their omnipotent and omnipresent God.

I t will be seen, that the religious contest that is waged is 
not in reality because there is no common religious sentim ent; 
nor yet because there is no common method of expression; but, 
when analyzed, it is found to be because this sentiment and 
method find different channels in which to manifest themselves ; 
or, speaking comprehensively, but a t the same time specifically, 
that the same form of omnipotence or of power, operating 
through different forms of omnipresence or of substance, pro
duces different but not illegitimate results.

From this it also further follows, that it is an inherent, 
natural, God-given right for every individual to be himself or 
herself, to give to the capacities resulting from the organization 
that full and free use, to be deprived of which is to be subjected 
to the exercise of unwarrantable—of assumed—power, for which 
there is no sufficient authorization. And this is Individual 
Freedom.

And this is what is meant whenever we claim an in
dividual right in any of the departments of life—we mean 
the right to be, to act, to own, one’s self, and to decide in all mat
ters concerning the individual, always providing that such 
choice shall not interfere with the same right in any other indi
vidual ; which is the same as to say that whatever the individual 
claims for him or herself must be accorded to every other indi
vidual ; and this is applicable whether it be to the religious, the 
political, or to the social departments of life. Any customs or 
laws, whether written or enforced by public opinion, which con
flict with individual freedom are at war with the relations which 
the individual sustains to the God of humanity, since with them 
no third party has any right to interfere. God having given to 
every individual a conscience, and this conscience having been 
educated by the circumstances of its surroundings (which were 
not of its own choice), this conscience, thus educated, becomes 
the sole arbitrator as to the duty its possessor owes to others. 
God has not appointed any individual nor any number of 
individuals to be the sole guide or dictator for any other in
dividual.

Upon no other hypothesis is it possible to predicate unity in 
diversity. Under no other theory can it be maintained that the 
exhibition of the sentiment of devotion to a higher power is re
ligion ; and it makes all such devotion the same thing in spirit, 
and its different manifestations in different individuals, different 
conditions of the same thing, and not in reality different re
ligions, since it is impossible that there should be more than one 
complete religion.

If we carry this analysis into the political departments of 
life, we still find it impossible to proceed upon any cither theory. 
All the various political manifestations are politics—are one and 
the same thing—varying in different individuals in the conditions 
of its manifestation. Hence all politics are but different con
ditions or different manifestations of the same political idea. A 
low form of government, equally with a highly evolved form, is 
a political organization, differing only in the degree of its evo; 
lution and resulting from the action of the same political senti- 
timent present in all humanity.

Proceeding to the social department of life, a strict analysis 
discovers the same relations between the various existing con
ditions. A common sentiment, pervading a common humanity, 
varies in manifestation according to the degree of development 
to which the social Sentiment has attained in individuals.

As worship is the common name given to the expression of 
the religious sentiment, and as government is the name given to 
tb the expression of the common political sentiment, so is love 
the name given to the expression of the common social senti
ment! ’

But it no more follows that an arbitrary standard of social 
order can be rightfully established, than it does that a common 
religious or political standard can be rightfully established.

And as the enlightened public opinion declares against a 
common political and religious standard, arbitrarily established,



4 WOOD HULL A C L AP L I N’fl w e e k l y . Nov. 2, 18*2,

find maintained, no being Impossible, except under despotic 
authority, no also dons if. necessarily and logically follow that, 
to ho consistent, It must also declare against a common, nodal 
standard, and for thn sumo reason.

In other words, accepting tho proposition with which wo not 
out, every Individual is us rightfully entitled to tho exercise of 
his social rapacities, In his own way, as he Is to that of Ids re
ligious and political capacities, and for the mason that ho was 
endowed with thorn by God, who lias neither subjected thorn to 
the control of any other person, or authorised him to surrender 
thoir direction to any set of persons; since no one, for any other, 
can either enjoy the benefits flowing from high, or suffer the 
consequences flowing from the practice of a low, order of the 
social sentiment.

It Is quite true— Indeed, it ought not to be expected flint it 
could bn otherwise—that in the social relations of humanity, us 
in the religious and political, we find a great variety of con
ditions ; but it will also bo found that each condition is the le
gitimate result of the degree to which the subject is socially de
veloped; and that each, in the full and free expression of the 
Individual condition, finds the most happiness; while the com
pulsory observance of an imposed standard Is at war with tho 
nature of tho individual ns well as with tho general good, slnee 
the highest general good is the result of tho greatest good for tile 

< greatest number of the individuals who compose the whole.
it Is only when this question is considered in tho light of 

common sense and reason, divested of the prejudices which cus
tom has engendered, that it is found how much an arbitrary 
standard to control tho expression of the social sentiment, is op-' 
posed to our practices In all other mutters; and when with tlifN, | 
we also consider the fact, that they who constructed the stan
dard and they who most loudly demand its observance do not 
themselves conform to its requirements, Its unreasonable despot
ism on the one hand, and its farcical character upon tho other, 
become clear.

But after all reasonable objections to the standard itseLf uro 
removed, as a dem dorresort the children argument is advanced; 
and ns this, In tho argument against the cJuims for political 
freedom and equality for all, is considered conclusive, so also Is 
It held to be unanswerable against social freedom—by those who 
have not analyzed It. Tho demand for political equality is op
posed by tlie argument, that if men acknowledge women to be 
bo their political equals, there is no possible way to exclude 
children from the same equality ; and to tho demand for social 
equality for women, men reply: to give women social freedom 
Is to niuke all children orphans a commentary on human 
nature which completely Justifies tho already exploded dogma 
of its innate depravity. IIow many of you here present, being 
fathers or mothers, care for your children simply because the 
law compels you? That argument Is a libel upon parentage 
which every parent ought to hurl, with Indignation, In the teeth 
of those who have the audacity to advance it.

But, even admitting that the argument is good -that the 
children would all go to the bad if tho law did not oofiipoi men 
and women who hate curb other and who fight continually, to 
live together, a single, self-evident proposition demonstrates its 
illegitimacy. Causes determine results ; results do not regulate 
causes. Causes act through the laws of their association, which 
are natural and not arbitrary; and thus acting, the results 
are legitimate. Hence, if the law, as now administered, main
tain unnatural social relations, no argument us to tho good 
flowing from them to children ought to ho used to continue 
them. It Is not a wise theory to do ill that good may come.
Do right for Its own sake, and regulate consequences accord
ingly. Social relations should be regulated not enforced 
upon tho principles which underlie them; and if the present 
methods of rearing children do not harmonize with such regula
tions, the methods, and not tho social relations, should he' 
changed, so that the effects may bo made to accord with the 
natural law through which they aro produced. An opposite 
theory would Justify any means to accomplish a given end.

But I deny, in toto} that our present system of roaring chil
dren is such as to make its continuation desirable, even if it were 
to bo admitted that our social system Is Perfect; and, on tho 
contrury, affirm It to bo tho most unscientific, unreasonable and 
stupid system that could possibly be invented ; and that to It, 
next to the rottenness of our social system, wn owe the half- 
made-up generation of chlldron now coming np.

Butl cannot pursue tho subject of children further here, 
having boon led to say thus much to refute the charge that they 
who advocate social equality do not stop to consider what would! 
f)o tho condition of ohlldren under its attainment. • I

Individual freedom, then, comprises freedom In all tho do* V- 
I partmmibt of nature of which the Individual is constituted. But f  

the superficial overlook the fact, that tills proposition Includes 
the acknowledgment by every individual, of the right of every I 
other Individual to tho full ai\d free uso of all of ills or her 1 
powers and capacities; and, as a necessary corollary, tliut the I 
highest degree of happiness for tho individual is secured when j 
Ids natural capacities and inclinations are tho most fully and k  
freely exercised and gratified; tlie Jurisdiction as to what uro, V 
and wlwit are not, nnhmil, being a part of tho right of tho indi- 1 
vidiial; and as a consequence to tills, that the highest degree of i 
happiness for humanity is secured when all the individual mom- jr 
hers constituting it enjoy tho highest, fullest and freest use of j 
their capacities for happiness. No one can dispu te these propo- f 
sitlons without also disputing, that thorn is a general system of J 
economy in nature, which would bn absurd. But, ns previously J, 
hinted, it Is the failure on the part of individuals to accord to I 
others what, they demand for thomselves that furnishes tho 
ground for all the conflicts and disputes that arise about all 
subjects. Each person who is individualized earnestly maintains 
flint ho is right, and that all his opinions and thoorlos are truths, 
while everybody who differs from which is wrong.

Now tills Is a correct position for the Individual to maintain ? 
for himself, hut Inconsistent as applied, hi everybody else, who 
have tlie same rigid, to maintain the same position; ahd he hus 
no right, to make the claim for himself unless, at tlie same time, 
he accord tho same claim to everybody else. Arid this rule ap
plies to action as well as to thought.

Tlie more advanced classes of reformers have imperfectly 
come to fliIh position regarding tlie religious sentiment. Spirit-j 
ualists, generally, set up no standards of belief, and require no. 
affirmation of religious theory as a prerequisite to membership. I 
Hut, regarding all other departments of life, they are as 'Illogical/ 
and discordant as are their less advanced Christian friends. A1 
most everybody assumes to he the Judge and Jury, to take cogni-j 
zunce of almost everybody elso; hot only trying the case and 
passing sentence, but whenever possible, proceeding to exobu-fl 
tlon as well. ‘ M

Now, where Is the Inconsistency of such ft course? Muni"* 
foully bora i That, in nerorniTTg-tn-uir person* iluj right of con
science, which Is Itself a product, and not self-existent, they 
thereby surrender tlie right to sit in Judgment upon any act tluifi 
such conscience may permit in (he individual. Is not tliafl 
strictly logical; and is It not clear ? All the acts of my life an] 
the legitimate sequences of tlie sum total of my beliefs, theories 
and experiences, acting and being acted upon by the (droning 
stances by which I have boon surrounded. To these—my be] I 
liefs, theories and experiences, and surrounding circumstances J  f 
it is admitted that l have an indisputable right. Have j notji 
then, an equally Indisputable right to tlie effects produced by 
their outworking in practice? Nothing, it appears to rno, can 
he more manifest than this is.

And what must follow tills as a logical necessity? Evi
dently, that tho Individual's conception of right and wrong 
must be his sole guide, rule and monitor -must be-aye Is—
Ida conscience. ■'*'*'r ■ ,;d |

Hnt Just here we are met by tho exclamation ; Why, by 
tills theory you would virtually deny the existence of right ami 
wrong! To tills, not unnatural, thought, we reply both yes 
and no! Absolutely, yes I Relatively, no I With the wholo— 
with Hod—all things are right, are good. To the Individual, 
everything Is relatively right or wrong, good or evil, accordiiq 
to the position ho occupies along the lino of evolution, describee!
In passing from tho lower the evil -to the higher - the good 
To a person low down in the scale of development, many a thing 
may bo good which, to one further ascended, might be very evil 
bat It Is neither the duty or the rigid, of the latter to deny, by 
force, to tho former tho enjoyment of ids good. To the ennui 
bid the taste of human flesh Is very good ; while to us the men j 
thought is horrible, is revolting. And yet, the cannibal, oqunllj 
with us, Is the offspring of the Great Creative Power, and (1 j 
rightfully and legitimately possessed of Ills taste for hiinitM ‘ 
flesh, as we are of a predisposition against It. To him it is righ 
to vat human flesh; to us It Is wrong.

Another method of arriving at tin* same conclusion Is, 1 | 
begin with the statement, that, all effects flow from competed I 
producing causes, for which neither the elfeets nor the lustrij 
mentalities through which they are produced are fespop slbll |

Scarcely a single act of any person can be traced, wliollj 
to circumstances within Ids control; in fact, almost all nets njto 
largely the result of causes over which the actor call have nl 
possible power. Every individual is constantly surrounded' bjl
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clrcumstanccM every one of which Iiiih it modifying influence 
upon nil Ills movement*. Tim MliglitcHt of tilings I'rcmmiiily cle- 
hM'iulimK diametrically opposite action from Until which would 
11ii,vc followed hud It not been present. A feulher tuiTiH Mm 
nicely balanced hciiIch this way or Mint, according iim its inllimncc 
Ik applied hi UvIh Hide or Mint. Ami Miiih II In with nil humuii 
ucMoiih Mm NiimlleHt elrcumHtniicoM often deciding not only the 
fate of Individualh, butalHo Mm deHtInieH of nntionn.

I tight* and diitleH, then, arc HynonyinouH terms, Mince tlm 
Jurisdiction an to what are duties resides within Mm indiv idual; 
no Her,oud pernon being competent to deride or enforce Happened 
diitleH for othorH. If thin lie ho, then there !h neither merit or 
dem erit in iiiiman action. Kuril individual producm  Junt such 
action an IiIh In herf Dm I capaeltl'cH, mod tiled by educational itillu* 
enr(>H and Hiirrounding circiirriHtanceH determine, ami all ar.tioii 
Ih legitimately and logically the result of them, ami not of the 
abHinute chooHlng of I lie individual, who docs not, and it Ih im 
poHHibie th a t he nhould, do MiIh or tha t merely hccnuHo lie of 
liiniHelf chooses i t ; bu t Im does It been line, under the existing 
clrcuiuHtanccH, he can not do d itferently ; and he did not ere* 
ate the circum stances; neltlier did Im create IjiniHolf; being at 
any given time a  product-- a  reniilt of other caiiNeH. Then wlmre 
rest* the responsibility ? It Ih atllrmed, tha t it Ih in tlm individ
u a l ;  bu t I uh Htoutly a III rm Hint no logical or suOlcicnt reaHon 
can be adcltioocl to maintain it, and th a t it renin with the genera) 
creative plan, which Iiuh evolved the whole universe.

It may be Maid, an it frequently him been, that Hindi theoricH 
load to demoralisation and ought to be suppressed. But 1 nay 
that they appear to me to be a  high form of truth, ami 1 am for 
tlm highest truth which my compreheiiHion can granp, let it be 
what ft may, and lead wlmm It may. The charge of demorali
zation Iiiih always been hurled at every intended innovation 
upon established customs and theories. But results have, as 
Constantly given the lie to i t ; ami, rest assured, they always 
will give the lie to every such atllrmation regarding the new dis
coveries of truth.

MJAnd thorn) w Iiomii hoiiIh o n  t r u th  re ly ,
W I iono m ol nl MlmfiN th ro u g li ow n* a y ,
(Jim  wnll iifl'ord to  w o rk  u n d  w a ll,
W h ile  b u tt l in g  c r lm o  In C liu ir.li u n d  Btuto.
A n d  llioNo w h o  lig h t  llfo ’ii bu llion  w a ll 
H u r l  p lo u u  f r u u d i i  m u l n h u n m  to  h u ll ,"

It is also said that, with Hindi a theory, there is no induce
ment for the individual to attempt to advance to higher con
ditions. 1 might, reply that It oiiglit not to reqivhrQ any induce
ments to determine anybody to do bettor continually; but if 
it really do require arbitrary inducements to cause people to live 
better, why then I say, we and better at once cease all other a r

il uieiils und return to the most forcible that was ever invented 
m hope of escaping Nell, with its pavements of infant's skull,s 

its (miiMuluHrt Jlame and siilphurioiiH fumes;, but, I deny Mm 
position, and alllrm that tno very hlf/hcnl inducements me 
presented to every living soul to come up higher (and these 
inducements are a part or the surrounding circumstances which 
play so important a part, in determining individual tuition); for 
the higher tlm position the individual occupies, the greater are 
his enjoyments and tlm more intensified tiis happiness. But 
the consideration, the inducement, is in the position itself, and 
not in any arbitrary blessing to bo bestowed if the position be 
attained.

L lfo  In “  In  (UhhIn, m i l  yuan,
I n  llim ightN , n o t  ImmtliH :
W u  H bptild c u u u l  I Inn* b y  liu n r t tlirohu .
H o  m o s t IIvun w h o  tlilu lcu  inoHl,
Kitulv n o b h w t, u c ta  th e  bou t."

Humanity has coine to adjudge almost everything from 
a  pecuniary standpoint; and almost all the relations among 
its dliferent members are based upon this standard. Noth
ing is held to be a consideration, except ■ it be pecuniary. 
This practice ignores all moral strength and honor, and Is en
gendering a  more fearful strife In humanity than has ever yet 
been known—Mint between the different professions and employ
ments.

I t  is maintained that, the services of a person being 
president of a  great railroad, are worth more ana ought to be 
better rewarded than those of the person who sweeps the street 
or drives tlm scavenger. Now. this Is an arbitrary rule, without 
tlie slightest foundation In Justice. The price or all service, as 
well us of all commodities, should be determined by its cost; 
and cost consists of the consumption of time and material only. 
But should not the President of a  railroad be paid for the time 
he lias expended in being titled to perform such services, over 
and above Mm mere dally laborer whose occupation requires no 
apprenticeship 1 Kmphntloally, not His recompense tor what
ever lm may have consumed in education, in preparation for ills 
position, is the acquired capacity which enables him to lie the 
president Instead of the stroet-sweep, He has devoted a certain 
lime to the acquirement of certain Knowledge, lie  Is paid in its 
possession, and has no equitable right to place a  premium 
upon tlm services it. renders him capable of performing.

No more complete answer to this position can be given than 
flint of the president himself. Ask .him, if for tlm same price he 
would not clioose to conduct the rallronu rather than to drive the 
scavenger, and he will answer, most emphatically, Yes!

The profit making system together with the theory of demand 
and supply as the regulators pt price, are relies of the seml- 
barboi'ous ages, which the now theory of industrial equity—-of

— ■■ . •
equal rights, equal opportunities and equal compensation, will 
soon relegate to the limbo of the past, und forever settle the 
present vexatious! and irritating questions between labor and 
capital, by merging the two terms into one, and transforming 
Mm competition between individuals, from a strife for capital to 
one for better individual positions.

But It will ufidoubcdly be asked, “ What lias all this to do 
with the Religion of H um anity '< Those are questions with 
which religion lias nothing to do. Yes! and it is because they 
are questions wliieli have been considered beneath the dignity of 
religion to touch, that they are in their present, demoralized 
condition.

Now, I make hold to afllrm Mint a Religion of Humanity 
cannot ignore a  single question in which the interests of hu
manity are involved; and more especially, it cannot ignore 
those which are purely questions of ju stice ; and in their last 
analysis all questions are questions of justice. 1 conceive that 
the chief blunder that all so called Christians and reformers who 
are endeavoring to save the world, make, is, that they begin at 
the wrong p lace ; attack the wrong part of human nature. Re
formers cannot ignore nature and expect to succeed. If any 
think to make saints from the millions of industrial slaves which 
the country contains, so long as they are compelled to live in 
places where men would scorn to coniine their (logs or horses, I. 
nm certain it is safe to say that they will fail. How can it be 
expected to elevate the unfortunate girls who walk the streets of 
our givat cities in search of the means to meet their wants, so 
long as they liave no other method of obtaining th e m ; and so 
long us a canting, hypocritical, pliarisaicul society closes the 
doors of all other employment against them? Is it to be ex
pected that they will starve or sleep in the streets, to which so
ciety has forced them to gain their livelihood ? If this is ex
pected, they will not do it, Is it expected that they will leave 
choir present life and accept the charities of a society which has 
kicked them, or go into its kitchens to do its drudgeries? 
Never! I can tell you that they will not. Society must first 
accord to them an equality of right, and withhold its judgments 
which it now hurls against them. It must take its heuvyiiands 
off of them, before they can rise again to the surface of hu
manity.

Again: I know of a six-story tenement house, one hun
dred feet front by seventy deep, which contains five hundred 
men, women and children, who, having no regular employment, 
eke out a precarious existence through their wits. Wliut does 
society propose to do for them ? How does it propose to reform 
them ? By preaching? Never! By cursing? Never 1 There 
is but one way, and that is to acknowledge and treat them as 
brothers and sisters—us equals, equally entitled to all the rights, 
privileges and blessings of nuture, which the most happy of the 
world enjoy ; and to sue to it that they liave them. “ Alway re
membering the value

Of Unit drop liiHlglil which dotocU nil groat tlungN In thu mul),
And loam how uuch onu’a llfo aflocta thu aplrllual llfo of alL”

Again: I liave followed a dark passage-way, leading down to 
and terminating In an abode of poverty and misery. There were 
four poisons ill a small hut of one room, whose floor slushed in 
the drainage of its more reputable surroundings. The father 
was prostrate upon a bed of sickness, while the wife and chil
dren crouched; half furnished, in the dry corners of the cabin. 
T!iis*family had recently boon removed from a more comfortable 
abode because of the non-payment of rent, and compelled to 
accept this as the only atuiuiable refuge. What does society 
propose to do for, and now to reform tills unchristian condition ? 
Ih it to be expected that godliness can hxist or germinate in the 
souls of poor wretches confined to such a place as that I It is 
simply folly to even think of i t ; and they who anticipate the 
siilvution of pooled in this condition by preaching and praying 
are following a will o* the wisp” and casting their bread upon 
the waters that will not return ft to them after many days.

Bat when I talk to these same people of these things, earnestly 
Reeking the means of their relief as an humanitarian duty, I am 
set down as insane. Well, if to be insane is to desire perfect 
equity to exist among a common humanity and to labor that it 
may exist, Mien do I glory in being Insane. Aqd more, I intend 
to remain insane,

"Till heart to heart and luuid to liand 
In iMpiar honor SACU Hindi Mnnd,
And, from the talent Jointly given,
Shull ofltor lnccnao unto heaven."

If humanity could be made better and happier by merely 
passing laws to that effect, ignoring the causes that make them 
tmd, or by punishment, which we liave no right to inflict upon 
each other,1 Mils would bo an argument for continuing our pres
ent system of law making and executing.

But, i unfortunately, it happens that, in spite of all 
penal and compulsntory laws, society refuses to elevate it
self to escape their penalties. It is a very easy tiling to make 
people better by removing tomptaMons to do worse From their 
way; but it is much bettor to surround them with conditions 
whose temptations are all toward the better. Hence, instead of 
legislating to punish infractions of law, we should legislate to 
produce such conditions for all the people as would remove the 
inducements to orimo. No person, unless a kleptomaniac (and 
even kleptomaniacs are the product of bad sooioTrelations)) will 
steal, if no have the means to gratify all natural desires.

H
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And stealing is the great, the crying wrong of the age. Almost 
everybody is endeavoring to steal in some way. Stealing does not 
consist only of those cases where a hand is thrust into a pocket, 
relieving it of a purse; bnt of all those cases where, by a sharp 
trade one person obtains from another more than for whioh he 
renders an equivalent. In the strict sense of the term, theft, all 
people who have valuable things in their possession produced 
by other persons for which they have not rendered bin equiva
lent, are morally and in equity thieves.

To illustrate: if a person employ a hundred people, and 
pay them a hundred dollars for a ce ‘•rtain labor, selling the result 
of that labor for two hundred dollars, he has robbed either the la
borers or the purchaser of one hundred dollars, less an equitable 
charge for his time consumed in making the exchange. Or if a 
person purchase nn article from another for ten dollars and sell 
it to a third party for twenty, he robs one of the two of ten dol* 
lars. less an equitable price for effecting the exchange; and if it 
be the latter, the result to him is precisely the same as if the 
seller had sold the article for ten dollars and stole the other ten 
from his pocket. The law provides certain penalties for the last 
case, of which sort there are few, while it utterly ignores the 
first which exist on all sides. So it is not the theft, p e r  sey that 
is made punishable by law, but certain kinds of theft. The
law virtually says to the people, Steal all that you can from your 
neighbor, only *be careful that you steal legally.

Does religion lead people to deal justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly 2 and if it do, does it not teach that all legal enact
ments ought to be for the purpose of securing just dealing 1 Or>r the purpose of securing lust dean] _ 
has religion no practical side, is it all moonshine, all intangible
theory never to be reduced to practical use t In the language of 
another, I say, “ Show me your works by your faith (your re
ligion), and I will show you mv faith (my religion), by my 
works. In other words, a pretended religion that aoes not per
meate the whole being, exhibiting itseli in every act of one’s 
life, is a myth, is a delusion, and even more than all this, is not 
religion but hypocrisy.

A person who professes to love justice and to desire to do 
unto others os he would be done by, and at the same time as
sists to maintain any organization, political, governmental or 
otherwise, that is nnjust to a single person, is, either knowingly 
or unwittingly, a hypocrite. Justice is not confined to religions 
matters: it is a question that arises in all departments of life— 
industrial, political and social. Hence so far as justice forms a
Sort of the religious sentiment does religion have to do with all 

lese departments. Now, I do not choose that my religion shall 
be an indefinable something, utterly separate from oil the rela
tions of humanity. On the contrary. I want a religion that shall 
incline me to act up to the very highest possibilities of human 
nature, in all things with which human nature has to do. In 
other words, no person can be governed in one deparrment by
principles of justice .and entirely ignore them in all other d< 
partments ana be consistent. A truly religious person will not
only be pecuniarly just, but he will also be politically just; that 
is. if his religion be of that sort which produces an effect upon 
his practical life.

The old cry, then, that religion has nothing to do with poli
tics, is a delusion of the first water. Instead or having nothing 
to do with politios, religion should be the rule governing aU 
political action. It should furnish the principle upon wiich 
government itself should be based. Why, what is government 
that it should be divorced from religion, or what is religion that 
its dainty skirts should not be permitted to enter the political 
arena ? I t  is because such a theory is predicated that some. of 
the greatest professors of religion are the worst political knaves 
and tricksters. And it is because legislators are not guided by 
a sense of justice that they pass so many iniquitous laws.

Now, what does our system of government, our systems of 
civil and criminal law lack that renders them imperfect 1 Sim
ple jnstioe! Give us perfectly just laws and we at once perfect 
oar government Ana what should the dovout and consistent 
religionist desire regarding politics 2 Manifestly,, that political 
action should be such as to secure the embodiment of the prin
ciples of justice in law.

The Poet asks: What’s noble 1 and answers,

That which places 
Truth in ita enfranchised will, 

Leaving steps like angel traces 
That mankind may follow still.

E'en though 8corii'a malignant glances 
Prove her poorest of her dan 

She's the noblest who advances 
Justice and tho rights of man.

And yet when Spiritualists are recommended to take such polit
ical action as will secure the incorporation of justice in law, 
a  howl of virtuous indignation is set up from all quarters. It is 
all at once discovered that there is on ambitious adventuress, 
remarkable for nothing but insanity, come among Spiritualists 
to attract them away from the consideration of pure and unde- 
filed Spiritualism. Such a Spiritualism may satisfy the con
sciences of some, but I am free to confess that it does not sat
isfy mine; and if we are seeking for a Religion of Humanity 
we shall have to seek it outside of that kind of Spiritualism.

My idea and hope for modern Spiritualism is, that it shall 
become the Religion of Humanity. 1 would have it the leaven 
that Bhall leaven the whole of huroopity. 1 would have it begin 
the great work of reconstructing society upon those broad and 
general principles which will admit of all the conditions requi
site to a perfected state. As a frame work I would have it con

struct a perfect governmental system that shall secure freedom, 
equality and justice to every living soul. I would have it enact 
such laws ns shall banish crime, pauperism and misery from the 
earth. I would have it develop such a system of moral purity 
as we sometimes imagine the angels practice; and I would have 
it adopt such systems of education os shall assure to every per
son arriving at adult age a knowledge of all the Arts, Science  ̂
and Economies.

And more than all this. I would that Spiritualism should 
lay hold of the social condition and rescue it from its present 
debased and debauched state. I would have it evolve such a 
system of social science as will insure that none but perfect 
children should be born, and that shall seenre the most happi
ness to the greatest possible number; and whatever the condi
tions art?* that may he necessary to this end I would have them 
introduced, and that too at once. It is this question which in 
its importance rises superior to all others, and yet it is that 
which of all others is most shirked and most howled at and de
nounced. I am free to say that I am searching after the whole 
social truth; and also quite as free to say that whatever that 
truth may be, I will, ns I find it, and as I am given, strength, 
boldly proclaim and live i t ; for, in the words of another,

If in mv brain I fool a thought inwork,
I’ll apeak it forth, nor lot it hidden lurk 
Should somo foul oar tho sonsoloss sound indrink
I’ll speak it forth, nor lot it niddon lurk
And think it evil, evil bo tho think”—

—and the consequences of such a course I will leave with those 
who urge me on, believing as I do that they are wiser than I, and 
better prepared to judge of its expediency than are those who 
are fetterea by custom and enslaved by Mrs. Grundy.

Bnt there is still another aspect of the general question, 
which it may be profitable to consider. We treat of these sev
eral departments of life—the Religions, the Political and the 
Social—as if they formed a Trinity, corresponding to that of the 
Church. Would it not be well to analyze thjs Human Trinity 
and see if the same arguments advanced against the Divine Trin
ity are not equally destructive to this 2 We say that three com
plete personages cannot by any possibility form one complete 
personage. May we not also conclude that three separate hu
man systems cannot by any possibility form one complete hu
man system 2 We can imagine it to have parts; but these parts 
must stand intimately related, the one to the other, the same 
genera] principle and laws governing all in unison.

If this be a correct view of the case, any theory to separate 
the political from the religious department, and the social from 
them both, is a dangerous because disintegrating, theory. We 
have passed the period of disintegrating reform and are entering 
the era of constructive reform. We have pursued the separa
tion of truths until ke have pgrivflj jit thy> prmmpiag that under- 
lie them. We must ndwbegin to put truths together, tulay tlur 
corner-stone of the great Social Temple of the Future.

And it is meet that Spiritualists should do this. The great prob
lem that the Church in all ages has failed to solve, has been solved 
by Spiritualism. We know that we shall live after the dissolu
tion of the physical body. Besides disposing finally of the ques
tion of Immortality, Spiritualism has destroyed thq jtower Of 
Heaven and HeU. and set free, millions enslaved by. fear; aijd it 
will abolish the rriesthood, who have fastened themselves upon 
humanity as the mediators between an angry God and a fear- 
stricken people. Verily shall their occupation depart and the 
people become their own salvation by saving themselves from' 
ignorance, which is the greatest curse under which humanity 
labors. Spiritualism, then, having accomplished all this should 
proceed to still grander labors. It should, from the debris of 
the ruins it has wrought, evolve a new social structure, combin
ing in it all the principles laid bare by the rottenness of the sev
eral systems which it is to succeed.

“ The truth shall make you free” is os true as it is old. And 
what is truth 2 Is it something that is continually being created 2 
Is it self-existent, or does it evolve as a necessary consequence 
of the action of power upon matter! Truth is the record or 
statement of a fact, and facts are continually being developed 
in accordance with the theory of evolution. Hence the more a 
person, knows of the sum total of all facts the more of tmth he 
possesses and the more free he becomes. And as evolution iy 
from the lower to the higher  ̂ so should the truth be acquired in 
the same direction. That is,, before we can have the nerfectra*1 
fruit we must have the blossom, the twig, the branch, the trunk, 
and oil of these after the roots, that find life in the soil whtiyi 
is the foundation.

Now, all principles are fundamentally constructive, and nil

fpermanent things are built thereon. Wo have many truths 
oundation or the principles underlying which are not disco#. 
ered. But ns we discover principles they should be arranged 

into harmonious co-operation, so that their best combined re
sults may be obtained. In the post we have dealt almost al-J 
together m facts, in truths, in effects, without any reference to 
causation ; and have constructed theories from them which, in 
almost every instance, when the principles upon which they 
are based have been arrived at, have proved falac.ious.

This method must now be entirely reversed. Instead of con
structing theories out of facts we must frame systems out of princi
ples. Tne religious system has f initialled theories for all other Sys
tems. All others are its legitimate children. But Spiritualism hav
ing overthrown the foundation of the Religious System the other 
systems must necessarily foil. Aud who pan look abroad iijjfco 
the world to-d&y with an enlightened eye and not see that oar

f
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political and industrial and social systems are even now swaying 
)o and fro, ready to tumble in one tremendous crash. Decay, 
rottenness, corruption, dishonesty, falsehood, misery, hypocrisy 
and degradation surround us on all sides and are rapidly com
pleting the work of destruction. And shall we blindly ignore 
the threatening attitude and cry “ All’s well” until the crash 
shall come and bury us in ruins like those in which the civili
sation of Rome was buried 1 Shall we coolly invite another 
dark age such as followed the sinking of that civilization i

Believe it or not, call me insane if you will, I tell you that 
unless a salvation, now seemingly hopeless, come-to this genera
tion, a destruction such as has never yet overwhelmed the world 
must surely come. In the far-reaching, all-embracing principles 
of Spiritualism as the Religion of humanity, does this hope, this 
salvation reside, since they are as potent ns they are comprehen
sive.

But what are the principles already discovered from which a 
constructive process may be begun and by which we may try all 
our work to prove or disprove its perfectness; as the square 
tests right angles, the plumb perpendiculars and the 
level horizontals i Are there right angles and perpendicu
lars and horizontals to be observed in the social structure as 
there arc in the other material structures, and without which no 
human sense is capable of correctness) I boldly proclaim that 
the principles by which a perfect social structure can be devised 
are discovered and are now capable of formulation and abso
lute practice.

But do you say that such nil assertion is, apparently, arbitra
ry, involving a fixed law ! Well, admit that it is. W hat then i 
Is there conceivable anything more arbitrary than the law of 
mathematics or of gravitation 1 We never experiment with these 
laws, but yield absolute obedience to them ; and there is no such 
thing as freedom, in the anarchial sense of that term, possible of 
them. And yet in this arbitrariness lies perfect freedom.

Now what we want in regard to society is its construction 
by laws that are just as arbitrary and as absolute as are those 
oi mathematics ; and ns the law of mathematics in operation re
sults in the organization of numbers, so should the law of social 
science, in operation, result in the organization of society ; and 
nothing less than the perfect organization of society can ever 
make a practical application of the theory of a, common human
ity. Nor can any religious system be the religion of humanity 
which undertakes a less comprehensive task 'tlian the organiza
tion of humanity—that

“ Vast chain of being which from God began 
Nature’s ethereal—human—angel—man.

Tills unitary idea of humanity is no idle nor wild Utopian 
dream, 'that which has been foretold bypropliets in all ages, 
and sung by poets of all nations, is now affirmed to be the inev
itable result of a true Social Science by the highest recognized 
authorities of to-day in science. Herbert Spencer, in on ex
haustive and lucid article in the September number of the Pop
ular Science Monthly—the same copied into the Sunday W o rld  
—on The Nature of the New Social Science, says, in concluding 
the article:

“ For it is manifest that, in so far as human beings, considered as social units, 
have proparties in common, the social aggregates they form will have properties in 
common ; so that, whether wo look nt uio matter in the abstract or in the concrete, 
we reach the same conclusion. And thus recognizing both a  p r io r i and a  poM oriori, 
these relations between the phenomena of individual human nnturo and tho phenom
ena of incorporated human nature, ire cannot f o i l to that the phenomena of Incor
porated human nnturo form the subject matter of a science."

From these demonstrations of.scientists, harmonizing ns they 
do with the theory of religionists, we find another proof of the 
unity of all human interests, and that the presence of this reli
gious sentiment in the soul, though undefinable, is the prophecy 
tnat it will be externalized in all things by science, and science 
and religion become one in practice.

To realize how far the world is from such a consummation 
we have only to consider that the only organization existing in 
humanity is one for destruction—the filteen millions of men or
ganized in the standing armies of the world.

But what are the principles which underlie the organization 
of society i I am gincl to say that they are explained Dy words 
with which we are all very familiar, but the real significance of 
which I fear is but little understood. These words are so com
mon that I have no doubt their enunciation ns the salvation of 
the world will bring a smile of credulity to most faces ; but if 
you smile I pray you consider, and never give over considera
tion until yon fully comprehend the signification of Freedom, 
Equality and Justice, both ns separate terms and as the triune 
which shall solve nil questions tnat. can possibly arise from the 
inter-relations of humanity. With equality existing in freedom 
and regulated by Justice there will be a perfect social structure 
begun which must endure so long ns humanity endures.

But. because I have advaneed these things, ns methods, by 
whioh the human family is to be united, there are grave chaiges 
brought against me. It is said by some high in suppos ;d an- 
thhority among yon, that I am a bold, ambitious ana designing 
woman. As to the first ohilige, I am not so certain of its truth, 
although I trust I am hold enough to be able to speak the truth 
as I see it whenever I nm cAUod upon to speak ; but 1 must con
fess that I have sometimes wished that I might not be called. 
But ns to the charges of ambition and design I must aoknowl 
edge tlieir tru th ; and more than this, I am glad that I can do so.
I am ambitious that the whole world shall become free, by virtue

of possessing the troth which makes us free indeed; that the 
whole world shall become equal through the recognition of its 
common brotherhood; and that the whole world shall Become 
just by being the possessors of a  pure and undefiled religion. 
And I  shall design , in every possible way th a t 1 can, so long as 
I  live in this body, to make it so.

But it is also further charged that I have attempted to -com 
mit Spiritualists to a, so called. New Departure, involving the 
blasphemous proposition of introducing religion into politics, and 
of so amending the law as to permit women to own themselves, 
instead of being, os they often are, owned by men, and subject 
to treatment it would be deemed villainous to bestow upon 
brutes. “ Oil!” they soliloquize, “ it must be a  terrible woman 
who can wish to disturb the present heavenly condition of wo
men, and thereby undermine tne divine right of male domina
tion.” Well, terrible as all this may seem to be, I must acknowl
edge the charge. If I could induce Spiritualists, or any consid
erable body oi them, to work as assiduously as I intend to work 
to establish freedom of all kinds, equality in all things and 
justice for all people (which involve every possible charge that 
can be brought against hie, and to all of which I will plead 
guilty in advance), I should indeed feel that I had not lived in 
vain.

But these my accusers say that I  shall fail. Well, if I do 
it shall not be my fault, for I shall speak whenever I can, urging 
upon everybody what to me is the first of humanitarian duties— 
tlie installation into power of the principles of freedom, equality 
and justice. This done, all minor questions at issue among 
peoples will settle themselves; and humanity be ready to take 
a  really new departure, after more light, more truth and more 
happiness.

But if I fail, if I prove unequal to the task to accomplish 
all I could wish, the remembrance that—

“ They are brave who dare to be 
In the right with two or three ”

—will give me consolation for any disappointment.
It is asked what it is that I would nave Spiritualists do ? I  

will briefly set forth what it seems to me is the demand made 
upon them by the principles of their religion. The very first 
step to be taken is—as they have done in religious matters—to 
extricate themselves from all entanglements and alliances with 
all existing customs and systems that do not exemplify perfect 
freedom, equality and justice. No matter what the conse
quences may be that seem likely to follow, they should come 
out from the political and social structures, so that when the 

- -process oL decay shall -have, perfected -its mission with them, and 
the crash come,* they may not be involved in the ruins. Having 
done this, decisively, they should organize themselves for con
structive action ; and if there be at first but a dozen in the whole 
country who are brave enough to d o . let them begin the work. 
A lianaful of determined souls, lirml v based on the true princi
ples of organization, may soon reigButionize the world. But 
there are enough Spiritualists now convinced of the necessity of 
this action who, if completely organized and working to one 
purpose, would hold the balance of power in this country, and 
be able to demand that Human Rights should be respected. 
This organization should have its fountain head wherever even 
three persons can be found ready to enter it, and should spread 
into every village and hamlet in the country, until, by virtue of 
being the most numerous party it would be the government. In 
this action there would be nothing necessarily revolutionary, in 
the warlike sense of that term, unless, indeed, as very prolmbly 
they would, the minority should rebel against the inauguration 
of such a government. But in that case the consequences be on 
the heads of the rebellions, as there they would most certainly 
fall.

Spiritualists of the United States—of the world! it is yours to 
begin this great work—the greatest and grandest of the centuries. 
W ul you ao i t ! Will you cast aside all lesser issues; will you 
cjfop all lines of policy, all selfish consideration, nil personal 
prejudices, and seize hold upon the vital question and with it 
push on to victory i . I am not ambitious to be a leader; I am 
not confident that I am strong and worthy enough to stand the 
penalties of such a position. Almost all the indignities which I 
can bear have already been heaped upon me for tlie part I  have 
already played. Already have I been beaten as with many 
stripes, stoned out of the temples of tlie righteous, and denied 
admission where the commonest male thief anil sensualist gain 
ready welcome. Under all these penalties my health has given 
way,* and I am weak and fain t But the work must go on. 
The grand army must be marshalled to conquer in the strife that 
will be waged. Despotic selfishness and conservative aristocracy 
will make still a  desperate stand against the reign of freedom, 
equality and justice; but they must be overcome.

Then rally. Spiritualists, to the standard of Human Rights, 
and, by the authority of truth, earnestly invite and cordially wel
come recruits to its ranks let them offer themselves from whatever 
source. Let none assume to judge another as unworthy to enter 
the contest, or cast the contumelious stone for any cause; but as 
brothers and sisters, without envy, malice or bitterness, join in a 
common effort to effect a common purpose for a common hu
manity. And rest assured, the good Angels will look approvingly 
on, and give you strength, wisdom and love enougn to cany 
you forward to a happy consummation.

And this, my friends, is to live  tlie religion which we pro
fess—the Religion of Humanity.
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nnnnsr, Aoticc its contents, will greatly oblige us by cl
ing tli3 papav cjalalainj tba notices.

•o--^
TO T H E  PUBLIC.

In June we were compelled to suspend the publication of 
the IVu k IiT. The causes culminated so suddenly that we 
Jmd no opportunity to even  giro notice of the intention. At 
the time we hoped it would be fort few weeks only, but weeks 
liftro rolled into roomily insldad. It Is, however, duo <nr 
subscribers tbn t we now offer the explanations we should 
have given in a liut number, by which we do not mean a 
final issue, siuco.it has never entered our thought that the 
Weekly was ueri.

We scarcely need to say that the W im T , fro m  the first, 
needed and received otbcf support than pm irn  income. No 
radical reformatory paper ever was self-supporting, even 
when run closely down to its subscription list. The Weekly 
was always issued regardless of lists to all who would read it. 
We never atpcilcd it to live without outside assistance, but 
wo did not take Into consideration that- tin: time might come 
when we shoold be unable to give It that assistance. We 
scattered It broadcast over bo Hi continents. Go where one 
might where the English language is read, there the Weekly 
wus to be found; and the seed it lias soared lias not nil fallen 
on barren soil. Since Its suspension we have received more 
than five thousand letters of inquiry, from all parts of the 
globe, regarding its reappearance; and wo fuel a deep salis-l 
faction in tho fact that almost every* one of Uiw letters 
speak of it ob the only paper ever ptihlislicd that could lie 
callud really a free and independent pu]>cr—not afraid to deal 
with all subjects in plain terms.

Beside the Weekly, wu have during the same lime issued 
and distributed a half million speeches and documents upon 
the vital questions of tho hour. These, too, have yielded| 
fruit; some ten, some twenty, and some a hundred fold. 
Especially on the questions of sAcial and industrial reform 
have thoso diffused knowledge. Tho great Issue between 
labor and capital has also, according to the testimony of 
some of the loading men engaged In it, become much better 
defined not only in tho minds of the common people, but 
also In the minds of those to whom sorb questions never be
fore had access. Therefore whatever privations wo have cn 
(lured, whatever money and effort expended, we arc thankful 
that we ware able to endure, and thru wo had them to expend. 
Let those who have thousands, dud who c ty  reform so lond- 
ly, call us foolish if they will. * We were la earnest; tve 
meant every word wo ever said, and we are still more deeply 
in earnest now, and we mean every v.otd we ever said with 
a deeper and broader signifcones now then when it was 

, spoken or written. Every day enfolds to us some new evi
dence of Utc need of prompt ned cucr^etie action oil along 
the lines-of reform that have been established. Enemies, 
spies and traitors- are every wham present; and unless tho 
greatest circumspection be exhibited, Uio very name of re
form will become' a by-word among conservatives, at which 
wo ahull ba obligod to blush with sltaiuo that we ever 
fought under its standard. There is loo much profession 
and too little practice—too much assumption of a farb to 
cover tbo feculence that would u-bcrwlsu become obnoxious 
to the community, tun) loo little real earnestness of purpose. 
With this sort of practice wo have no sympathy; and we

here and now give fair warning that wherever we find it we 
shall strip off the gnrb with unsparing hand. Tho day for 
pallintlvo remedies is passed. The scalpel and tho lancet 
will alone answer ns remedies for the present desperate con
ditions. We trust we shall bo nblo to handlo them both 
with steady hand and firm heart, let the consequences be 
what they may.

When wo began tbo publication of the Weekly we were 
nblo to surround ourselves with tho comforts of life, but 
when it bccamo necessary to tho continuation of the paper, 
ono by ono they woro sacrificed. Wo first gave up our bouse 
on Murray Hill, and took board at greatly reduced expense. 
Wo were at length compelled to leave these quarters, because 
of tho doctrines we advocated, and our exposures of the rot
tenness of the social condition; and wo found it impossible 
to obtain admission to any other where we could live. We 
then attempted to take another house, but not a house agent 
In tbo city would rent to us. For six weeks wo mode every 
nossiblo exertion in every poesiblo direction, but in vain. 
.On every hand it was tho same story, “ Tfo, personally, 
don't object to you, but you know there is such a prejudice 
.igninst you that really we can’t do it." And wo were abso
lutely obligod to g«vo up the idea of getting a house.

In tic  meantime wo had turned our attention to tho public 
hotels ns a last resort. After unsuccessful attempts at not 
’cas than a dozen, we were at last admitted to tho “ Gilscy.” 
But when .Mr. Gardner, ono of tho proprietors, who was ab
sent at the timo of our admission, returned, wo were requested 
to leave, the reason assigned for it being, “ that if we re
mained in the hotel all his family boarders would leave." 
We expostulated, and asked what Acts wo had committed 
•hat we should have this insuit pet upon us, and the reply 
was. “ that we published n paper, and made speeches in 
which free love was advocated; and tho people would not 
tolerate any ouch things." We finally said that we should 
stand upon our rights as citizens, and unless some misde 
men nor could be proved upon us, we should not leave the 
hotel until wo got n suitable place to go to, and not then be 
~ansc of tho desire to expel us. One night, however, on re
tiring from the office, wo found that our room had been 
'ntcrcd, our baggage taken therefrom, and tho door guarded 
by a ppivn to prevent our admission. Sick and weary with 
continual strife, wo vainly sought for other lodgings. No 
riotcl would receive us, and, finally, at one o’clock at night,i 
vc were obliged to return to our offico in Broad street, and 

sleep as best we could upon tho floor, the result of "which 
was, sickness to ourselves and child. And there wo were 
>bligcd to remain for weeks, until a relative obtained n
bouse, into which wo removed. IIow vividly were colled jpd by raising a buo and oiy in some other direction. But
to mind tho words of Hood,,in his “ Bridge of Sighs;

“ Alia I for tbo rarity 
Off Christian charity ^

Under the sun.
Oh! It was pitiful.
With this whole city full.

Home hod she nono.”
It was during this interval immediately following the 

Convention in May that u combination was also got up to 
get us out of Broad street. Some persons combined with 
Mr. Do Ilham, our landlord, to accomplish it. Tho rent 
was suddenly advanced upon us a thousand dollars n year, 
nnd the whole sum required in advance, notwithstanding 
we lioil engaged it, to give security, with monthly payments. 
W e tendered the monthly payment, with security for the 
year, a person worth a million being the surety, and it wus 
absolutely refused. Rather than contend with such ras- 
wllty through the law wu concluded to get another office. 
What we bad experienced in looking for a residence was re
peated in our uttciupt to get an office. Nobody would rent 
us one. But finally when it wus thought that we were nbout 
to lie driven front Ihu street, we did obtain Just what was 
required—a much butler office in even* way than “ -I I " bad 
been, and at less rental; -M still remains vacant, Mr. Do 
Rliam being unable to rent It even nt wlwt we paid last year.

Nevertheless, in this same city, where we can neither rent 
an office or a dwelling, Mr obtain board, either at a boarding
house or hotel, whenever we speak, where tho “ common peo
ple " can congregate, they do so to tho number of ten, twelve, 
nnd even fifteen thom-nml. It is tbo Pharisees of to-day who 
ncrsccute us, as it was they who persecuted the Teacher 
of eighteen centuries ago; it is tho “ common pcopio" who 
hear us gladly as it was who heard Him gladly.

Now, is  It to be wondered at, w ith ail these things to con
tend against, that wo were completely worn out both in body 
and mind, and rendered incapable of ministering to tho sup
port of the Weekly. But even this would not have accom
plished its suspension bad not other and still m ore insidious 
means been resorted to. Those w lib whom wo bad transacted 
business were sought out, their minds poitoned against us, 
and to our astonishment one by one they fell away until we 
stood alone. Everybody seemed to be posse*sed of the! 
general- nentimeut of bitterness that prevailed at that time.
£o on cvciy hand wo were undermined, and, In a word, in 
two short month*, ccmpK tcly ruined financially, and com
pelled to suspend the pnj or, which at that time wo were Is
suing nt a weekly expense of nearly three hundred dollars 
above its receipt*

It may seem strange that :h#a should have occurred nt so 
late a time us it did. Wo were at a loss ourselves to account 
for the intense bllierms-s that existed at that time. But our 
eyes have since boon widely < j < ned to the causes. We have 
learned that so long ns wo merely talked and wrote, the 
people did not wind it; but the moment a practical iuoyo-

. uliOHO victims of abuse have not been Idle. They haro pro
vided for the pnasTbimV ol UIWUTW HUMt  vt».

ment was contemplated, tho alarm ns to results began to 
spread liko wildfire In all cowardly hearts. And thus It 
happened that immediately following tbo May Convention 
every opposor to our programme rose up in arms to put us 
down, and they left no means untried to accomplish it. 
Persons whom wo had accounted friends to “ the enuso" 
we found vomiting forth tho bitterest gall agninst It, and 
many whom we had thought personal friends used every 
possible occasion to stab us in the back. Theso things, which 
wo did not expect, added to all that we did oxpcct, produced 
tho desired effect—wo were paralyzed in strength, health 
and purso, and reduced to a condition iti which wo woro 
obligod to stop all business, and, liko a general after losing 
a battle, seek a new base from which to operate.

And wo think we have found it. In June, 1871, we pub
lished a reply to nn attack upon us made by Henry C. Bowen 
In tbo Independent, from which we quote the following:

“ But, halt a moment! Wo have a word to say, a warning 
to give, not to Homy C. Bowen alone, nor mainly, though wo 
have a shot in the locker for him alsp, but to  ichomnocvcr it 
m ay concern. Three weeks ago wo stated in good faith that 
wo did not proposo to deal In personalities and private his
tories. Wo meant what wo said then, and wo moan what wo 
say now; and wo now say Just tho contrary. Wo are con
verts, through the maroilcss treatment wo are receiving, to 
tho nooessity of ‘cariylug tho war into Africa,’ and toe tonne 
th is prelim inary protocol in view of nn early formal declara
tion of war, nnd war to tho kiilfr, on this hypocritical and 
glanderous oommuuity. And whon wo move In this direction, 
lot those who dwell in brittlo touomonts stand from under. 
In thopbraso of Bismarck: 'Yoif can't mako nn oniolctto 
without breaking some eggs.' E. H. Haywood was probably 
nrophetio when ho said at Apollo Hall, ‘ that wo are on tho 
Jorge of tbo great Universal Washing Day, when everybody's 
dirty linen will bo paraded, and whon tho loaders of slinm 

f morality in high places will find'that it will cost more than 
\75c. a dozen. *
I “ The respectability of tho magnates of this hypocritical 
[Sodom stands on a volcano. Civilization, rotten to tbo core 
and fostering to the bursting point in our great cities, and 
uotably in New York and Brooklyn, needs only to urgo us by 
n little added outrage to onnot the part of a volunteer sur
geon, to puncture the sore spots, and spirt tho vllo stuff into 
th e  daylight.
|  "Forbearance may Como to bo a virtue. Mon nnd women 
ofitbo noblost spiritual and moral endowments; who have de- 
fvoibd tholr lives to easing tho transition from the Old Falsa 
Civilization to a higher purity of Life aud Freedom, as tho 
first condition of purity, by stating Principles, have been 
habitually blackened and slandered by exactly thoso editors, 
brenohors aud reformers, whoso own lives needed to be guard-

hue ’ from tho forum of principle to that of Fact aud Per
sonality.

The whole social state is honeycombed with social Irregu
larities and outrages; everybody knows tho fact, and yet 
everybody protends to conceal i t ; everybody knows that 
everybody olsc knows it, and yot everybody pretends to con- 
real the foot that anybody knows it. Hypocrisy Is settling 
liko a mildew on ovciy individual character. Whon tho vail 
s pulled off, whon tho nightmare is dispelled, whon men and 

women are Justified to themselves and dare stuto their con
victions, aud 11 vo their own lives in freedom; men and wo - 
men who are now crouohing in abject fear before a falsa pub
lic opinion, which they ore themselves holping to oreato and 
intensify, will join in one universal hallelujah to their deliv
erers. There Is a skeleton in every house! an Incubus on 
every free breath! a reign of terror in every household I 

“ At this very moment awful aud herculean efforts are be
ing made to suppress tbo most terrific scandal in a neighbor
ing city which has over astonished and convulsed any co nr 
munity. Clergy, congregation aud community will bo alike 
hurled Into more than all the consternation which the great 
explosion la Paris carried to that unfortunate oily. If this 
effort at suppression fail.

“ In.tbo assemblage of tho ovor-rightenus pharisues on tho 
Steinway Hall platform, ono familiar with private histories 
and seaudals embodied in that little group of women and 
mon might unfold more than went to tho making up of tho 
' Mysteries of Paris, ’ and wo speak by tho book, aud have tho 
inventory o f discarded husbands and wives, aud lovers, with 
data, circumstance and embellishment!

“ Bankers In Wall street and great railroad mon eomo 
early on the schedule. Confidences which are no confidences 
abound; publicity ranges In the little ellquo, but is tremu
lously guarded from the great publio. One offers, confiden
tially, Fifty or evon One Hundred Thousand Dollars to any 
decent comer who will take a daughter of ‘damaged reputa
tion ’ off bis hands—a minister of the Goepel the sedueer— 
be himself leading the loosest life of prostitution, a girl of 
fourteen one of his mist ressoe; and being a standing appli
cant at all the prominent houses of prostitution for what 
he terms "spring chickens," meaning young girls from 
twelve to fifteen years of age. Another boasting that ho 
visits, surreptitiously, tho wife of his own minister.

" But tho instances of social Infidelities nnd of new and 
strange alliances—eomo of them highly honorable to the par
ties, If society did not force them to hypnoritlcal pretences— 
ore too numerous to bo more than hinted at. Notably ono 
cose, in which a little community of social affinities, a com
mon stock of marital affections exists In high llfo which only 
needs seme train n t slight oircumstancos to be fixed to ro- 
Jease the parties from ilurnnct rile and enable them to stand 
erect as pioneers of a higher oivillxatlou.

" III conclusion, Mrs. Woodbull does not desire to shelter 
herself under tho miserable rejoinder of %T u  71*0711/.’ What 
she does In the comer she Is willing to proclaim on tho house* 
top. But as the Independent affects to condemn bar without
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oven putting her on trial, she would remind Mr. Bowen that 
who breukH the law in one particular breaks the whole law. 
8 ho would thou ask does Mr. Bowon keep the whole law ? 
Does ho cheat, lie, slander? Does ho live up to his own pro- 
QBslon? Is l&is life temperate and chaste? Ib ho honest and 
just to his Inferiors? Docs ho fawn and cringe to his supe
riors? Does the Jjidejicndcnt, for its own interests, counte
nance and ondonro any persons, male or female, whom its ed
itors know to bo ohargeublo with the vory offences thut ‘ the 
religious paper' denounces. Mrs. Woodhull does not ac
knowledge the self-constituted Jurisdiction of this religious- 
commercial paper, this frco-lovo misccgeunto of Catnoch 
cartoons, dry goods and orthodoxy. But sho recognizes that 
tho Independent's rule, if good, must work both ways; and os 
private life is to bo impeached for opinion's sake, she would 
Uko Mr. Bowon or his associate editors to step up and tell 
their ‘ experiences'—their lives will bo a more effectual teach
ing than their strictures."

From this it will appear that, oven so long ago as when this 
wus published, we conceived it might become necessary to 
“ change our base " from the advocacy of principles to the 
illustration of them by personal /acts. And we now declare 
our intention to carry “ the war into Afric 
who have climcd into the trees of sham 
and spitting down upon us, will not come down for the turf 
which has been used against them, we shall now proceed to 
the use of stones, with the intention to hurt. We mean to 
" break some eggs," if the omelettes we muke do not prove 
palatable to tho partakers; and wo mean to inaugurate the 
"Universal Washing Day," so that tho dirty linen shall no 
longer bo concealed to fester and rot, breeding pestilence 
and social ruin.

Wc lmvc hastily given a brief oulino' of what it has cost 
us t<r advocate what, wo believe to bo truth. Wc have not, 
As Christ was, been actually crucit)c(Ltoi death upon a cross; 
but wo hnvo suffered every concoi f̂ililp indignity which it 
was possible for us, oven with our slrohg health, to endure 
and live. As it is, our health is permanently undermined, 
and wo have been unablo to do many things had in content* 
Illation, because of it. That wo have not been crucified to 
death is not because of lack of desire to do i t  Hundreds 
there arc who would have felt they wcr6 doing God’s service 
to pul us to death; and had they had the sumo faith in their 
God that the old Jews had in theirs wo should not now be 
alive to writo these words.

After carefully considering all these things can any one 
wonder that wo have been compelled’to turn .upon ourac- 
cusore? Can any ono wondor, after our treatment at tho Gil- 
scy House, if wo take the roofs off tho hotcls and expose the 
damned lechery that oxists there so cldscly concealed? Cnn 
any ono wonder, after tho personal treatment to which wo

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. THE BEECHER-TILTON SCANDAL CASE.

Lhasa been subjected, if wo utolp thp masks from 
7our maligners and show them to be the rotten masses mey 
i would hnvo it thought wc arc? We make the formal declar
ation, that whenever a person, whom we know to be a hypo
crite, stands up and denounces us because of our doctrines, 
and not bccauso of our immoral practices, we shall unmask 
him ; and we are prepared to tsike nil the responsibili
ties of libel suits and imprisonment with which ‘we are 
even now threatened If wo unmask~As we certainly shall, 
one of tlic most notorious coses that ever existed. Ar
rests und prisons havo no fears far, us. We have en- 
durod more torture than they can..bring. Wo shall sim
ply do our duty, lot what may come; and. though the 
duty bo a painful one. We would have been only too glad 
to havo pursued our former way, bnt that wc were not per
mitted to do; and more, we shall no longer permit cither the 
midnight or tho dlfylight assassin to pursue his vocation 
against us unscathed. Wc are prepared to defend ourselves; 
and if, in muking tho attack upon us, the would-be assassin 
!>c killed, the penalty be upon his head, not ours. Wo gave 
fair warning, but it was not heeded j and wc now repeat it, 
with a thousand times more earnestness than ever.

In unothcr column will be found thefirat of a series of ar- 
liclos under the head of "Tho Philosophy and Illustration 
<jf Modern Hypocrisy.” Tho person to whom this one re
fers used every endeavor of which he was master to defame 
us, by attempting to make it appear that wc are what he is; 
and was ono who busied himself stirring up the flame against 
us in " Tito Gilscy,” ns well ns a companion to its proprietors 
and a pat ron of tho house. His practices, known to the pro
prietors howovor, do not oxcludo him from its hospitalities.

At tho "Hoifinan,” where ho JR usually domiciled, wo 
learned that at ono tlmo his language regarding us was so 
torribly vulgar tho proprietors farad It necessary to repri
mand him as thoy would a common blackguard for disturb
ing tho pence. Nevertheless his ytatronage was continued. 
Had wo demeaned ourselves In thd " Hoflbmn" as this person 
did would wo hnvo got off with a siranlo reprimand? Nol 
wo should havo been ignomlnlouidy expelled the houso. As 
It is this virtuous hotel cannot aflbrd to extend its hospitality 
to us; but such persons as this ono whom wo havo described 
always find ready and unquestioned welcome.

We liiivo five hundred biographies of various persons, in all 
circles of life, many of which persons arc tho presont oracles 
of society, tho facts of which biographies are similar to 
thoso presented In this artlolo. Many may deprecate the 
publication of such facts; but thcro is no other |>ossiblo way 
out of tho presont social demoralization into which society 
is doolinlng. Pedplo must be compelled to llvo Just such 
lives on thoy want the public to think they live. When this 
is done, tho work that centuries havo failod to accomplish 
will bo accomplished, and not till then.

In another column wc have explained the reasons that led 
to tho temporary suspension of the W eekly. It was not be
cause we were unablo to conlinuo for want of means so 
much as it was the failure of our strength, which was a pre- 
requiste to means. For more than two years wc labored as 
faithfully as it was possible for us in the advocacy of what 
wc believed to be the truth. And wc were not like some re
formers who are afraid to speak the whole truth. Wc be
lieve the people are ready for any truth, no matter how rad
ical it may be, if it be presented so as to be possible of compre
hension. Therefore, wc have always felt it to be our duty to 
speak plainly and promptly to your understanding, without 
regard to whatever prejudice might exist in your minds 
about the subjects treated. In a word, we have never con
sidered it our sphere to determine whether or not you were 
ready to hear the truth, but have spoken it boldly—fearless
ly. Wc believe wc have not entirely failed to command the 
respect if not the assent of most readers.

The W eekly is now to make its reappearance. It may 
ruggle for existence for n time; but it will live. It has 

been sleeping—not dead; and we feel a conviction that so 
soon as what wc have struggled with becomes known—that 
we have given our all in the cause of reform—those who arc 
really earnest seekers after a better humanitarian condition 
will sustain us. Heretofore we have stood alone. Wc do 
not believe wc sliall be permitted to do so hereafter. Wc 
know there arc thousands upon thousands of earnest souls 
in the world who have both the means and the will to help 
on the grand work. It is only necessary that they know there 
is an earnest purpose behind it to induce them to support it. I 
And it is to such that wc now speak and invito their co
operation. We need all the nid it is possible to secure. 
And with what there is waiting to be given to maintain a 
righteous cause, wo feel assured that within a year our circu
lation may be made equal to that of the paper having the 
largest circulation in the country.

Our subscribers will perceive that wo do not count our 
subscription term by months or years, but by the numbers of 
tho paper—fifty-two numbers making a full year's subscrip
tion, if these issues extend through two years. So everyone 
who pays a year's subscription will receive fifty-two num
bers.

We appeal to all subscribers whose subscriptions have ex
pired to remit for another year at once, and let every re
newal be accompanied by a new subscription. If this be 
done wc shall feel doubly inspired to push on vigorously.
* Wo believe that the social conditions will be such that no 
ono who has interest in them can afford to be without the 
Weekly, A great social convulsion is about to burst upon 
Tncwona lo startle it from its present lulltargtU^nu|Kirr

THE DETAILED STATEMENT OF TIIE WHOLE MATTEB BY MBS. 
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ready is tho inquiry abroad, " What shall we do to be 
saved?” and there is no journal except Lms that even attempts 
to answer the question.

Let us again urge upon our readers to remit, and at once, 
and thus, while we are weak, help us to stand.

KARL MARX, TIIE INTERNATIONAL

On the 2d of September a General Congress of the Inter
nationalists convened at the Hague, Holland. It was well 
understood among the members of the Society that the Con
gress was to be run by Karl Marx in the interest and after 
the policy accepted by tho General Council in London during 
the past year. Hence none arc disappointed at the result—a 
general disruption of the Society, which wc predicted would 
bo if the course pursued toward Section 12 were to be made 
the policy of tho 8ociety.
. It will be remembered that tin General Council, at the in

stigation of Marx, Sorgce &  Cd., suspended Section 13 for 
sundry reasons, which it was found requisite to invent, the 
suspension to continue until the General Congress, at which 
the Section was summoned to appear. This the Section did, 
but its representative was not admitted; and thus, without 
any hearing whatever, a sovereign Section of what pretends 
to be the most democratic society in existence, is summarily 
ejected from affiliation by a more high-handed outrage than 
any monarch of modern time would dare perpetrate.

The days of the International under tho despotism of Marx, 
Sorgco & Co. are numbered. Already the dissenters, con
sisting of a very large proportion of both European as well 
as American Internationals, are organizing. Before the 
closo of the present year, the cloud that Marx &  Co. con-1 
Jurod up in their summary qjoctmentof flection 19, will have 
dovelopad into a  cyclone that will sweep them out of even 
that branch of tho Association over which they now "  lord 
it” with such Impudent assumption. More anon 1

KURTZ’S RESTAURANT.
'O f tho many popular places In this city for the replenish

ment of tho physical necessities, none exceed Kurtz’s in all 
that goes to completely moot tho demands of the most fastidi
ous. Everything in season is there offered, by attontivd and 
efficient waiters, served up in the most palatable style, at the 
most moderate prices. A dinner that; at the so-callod fashion
able resorts, would cost five dollars, at Kurtz's costa no more 
than half that sum; and this is making Kurtz all the custom 
that his Vast conveniences can accommodate. At No. 00 
Broadway he luision immense room capable of feeding two 
hundred and fifty persons at once; at 28 New street, equally 
extcnalvo apartments; and at 70 Malden Lane and I Lib
erty street, he has others of about the some proportions.

I propose, as the commencement of a series of aggressive 
moral warfare on the social question, to begin in this article 
with ventilating one of the most stupendous scandals which 
has ever occurred in any community. I refer to that which 
has been whispered broad-cast for the last two or three years 
through the cities of New York and Brooklyn, touching the 
character and conduct of the Rev. Hen by Wabd Beech eb 
in his relations with the family of Theodobe Tilton. I in
tend that this article shall burst like a bomb-shell into the 
ranks of the moralistic social camp.

I am engaged in officering, and in some sense conducting, 
a social revolution on the marriage question. I have 
strong convictions to the effect that this institution, as a 
bond or prom ise to love another to the end of life, and fore
go all other loves or passional gratifications, has outlived its 
day of usefulness; that the most intelligent and really vir
tuous of our citizens, especially in the large cities of Chris
tendom, have outgrown it; are constantly and systematically 
unfaithful to it; despise and revolt against it, as a slavery, in 
their hearts; and only submit to the semblance of fidelity to 
it from the dread of a sham public opinion, based on the ideas 

lof the past, and which no longer really represent the convic
tions of any body. The doctrines of scientific socialism have 
profoundly penetrated and permeated public opinion. No 
thought has so rapidly and completely carried the oonvictions 
of the thinking portions of the community as stirpiculture. 
The absurdity is too palpable, when it is pointed out, that we 
give a hundred times more attention to the laws of breed
ing as applied to horses and cattle and pigs, and even to our 
barn-yard fowls, than we do to tho same laws as applied to 
human beings. It is equally obvious, on a little reflection,

I that stirpiculture, or the scientific propagation and cultiva
tion of the human animal, demands free love or freedom of 
the varied union of the sexes under the dictates of the highest 
and best knowledge on the subject, as on essential and prece
dent condition. These considerations are too palpable to be 
ignored, and they look to the complete and early superoedure 
of the old and traditional institution of marriage, by the sub
stitution of some better system for the maintenance of wo
men as mothers, and of children as progeny. All 
intelligent people know these facte and look for the ooming 
of some wiser and better system of social life. The suporce- 

jdure of marriage in the near future, by some kind of socialis
tic arrangement, is as much a foregone oonclnsion with all the 
best thinkers of to-day as was the approaching dissolution of 
Islavery no more than five or ten years before its actual aboli
tion in the late war.

But, in the meantime, men and women tremble on the 
brink of the revolution and hesitate to avow their oonrio- 
tions, while yet partly aware of their righto, and urged by the 
legitimate impulses of nature, they act upon the new doctrines 
while they profess obedience to the old. In this manner an 
wry mi tied hypocrisy has beootne the tons of our modem 
society. Poltroony. cowardice and deception rule the boor. 
The continuance, for generations, of such utter falsity, 
touching one of the most sacred interests of humanity, win 
almost eradicate the sense of honesty from the human souL 
Every consideration of sound expediency demands that these 
days be shortened; that somebody lead the van in annodfcoe- 
ment of the higher order of lifejfc 

Impelled by such views, I  entered the combat with bid 
errors, as I believe them to be, and brought forward, in addi
tion to the wise and powerful words which others hare 
uttered on the subject, tho arguments which my own inspira
tion and reflections suggested. No sooner had I done so than 
the howl of persecution sounded in my ears. Instead of re
plying to my arguments, I was assaulted with shameful abuse. 
I was young and inexperienced in the business of reform, and 
astounded to find what, as I have since learned from the 
veterans in the cause, is the usual fact, that the most persist
ent and slanderous and foul-mouthed accusations came from 
precisely those who, as I often happened to know, stood 
nearest to me in their oonvictions, and whose lives, privately, 
were a protest against the very repression which 1 denounce. 
It was a paradox which I could not understand, that I was 
denounced as utterly bad for affirming the right of others, to 
do as they did; denounced by the very persons whom my 
doctrines oould alone justify, and who claimed, at the same 
time, to be conscientious and good men. My position 
led, nevertheless, to continuous oonfldenoes relating to 
people's own opinions and lives and the opinions and lives a t 
others. My mind became charged with a whole literature of 
astonishing disclosures. The lives of almost the whole anny 
of spiritualistic and social reformers, of all the schools, were 
laid open before me. But the matter did not stop there. I 
found that, to a great extent, the social resolution was as far 
advanced among leading lights of the business and wealthy 
circles, and of the various professions, not excluding the 
clergy and the churches, as among technical reformers.

It was, nevertheless, from these very quarters that I was 
most severely assailed. It was vexatious and toying, I con
fess, for one of my temper, to stand under the galling Are a t 
personalities from parties who should have beeu my warmest 
advocates, or who should, else, have reformed their lives in 
oooordanco with a morality which they wished the public to 
understand they professed. I was sorely and repeatedly 
tempted to retort, in personalities, to three attacks. But 
simply as personality °r personal defense, or spiteful retort, I 
havo almost who retained during these year* of sharp 
oonfllct from niak ug any use of the rich resources at Era 
oommand for that kind of attack.

But, in the meantime, the question came to press Itself upon 
my consideration: Had I any right, having assumed the 
championship of social freedom, to forego the use of half the 
weapons which the facto no less than the philosophy of the 
subject placed at my oommand for oohducting the war— 
through any mere tenderness to those who were virtual trai
tors to the truth whioh they knew and were surreptitiously 
acting upon? Had not tho sacred cause of human righto and
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human well-being a paramount claim ovor m j own oonduet? 
Wai I not. In withholding the facts and conniving at a putrid 
nwn of teething falsehood and hypocrisy, In tome aonso a par
taker In theae crimes; and was I not, In fact, shrinking fromf 
the responsibility of making tho exposure morn through re
gard for my own sensitiveness and dislike to be hurt than 
from any true sympathy with those who would bo colled 
upon to suffer?

These question* once before my mind would never be dls-1 
posed of until they were fairly settled upon tholrnwn merits,! 
and apart, so far as I could separate them, from my own foot
ings or the feeling* of those who worn more directly Involved.
I have oome slowly, deliberately, and I may add reluctantly,! 
to my conclusions, I went back to and studied the history 
of other reforms. I found that Garrison not only denounced 
slavery In the abstraot, but that ho attacked It In the concrete.
It was not only “ tho sum of all villainies," but It was the par-1 
tloular villainy of this and that and tho other great and lnflu-| 
entlal man, North and South, In the community. Reputa
tions had to suffer. Ho bravely nud persistently called things 
by their right names. He pointed out and deploted tho indi
vidual Instances of oruolty. He dragged to tho light and 
scathed and stigmatised the Individual offenders. He made 
them a hissing and a by-word, so far as In him lay. Hoi 
shocked the public sensibilities by actual and vivid pictures 
of slaveholding atrocities, and sent spies Into tho enemies' 
camp to search ont the Instances. The world cried shame I 
and said It was scandalous, and stopped their ears and blinded 
their eyes, that their own sensibilities might uot be hurt by 
these horrid revelations. They cast the blanket of thoirjj 
charities and sympathies around the real offenders for their 
misfortune In being brought to the light, and denounced the 
Informer as a malignant and cruel wretch for not covering 
up scenes too dreadful to be thought upon; as If It were not 
a thousand times more dreadful that they should be enacted.
But the brave old cyclops Ignored alike their criticisms, their 
protests, and their real and their mock sensibilities, and 
hammered away at his anvil, forging thunderbolts of the 
gods; and nobody now says he was wrong. A new public 
opinion had to be created, and he knew that people bad to bo 
shocked, and that Individual personal feelings had to  be hurt.
At Bismarck Is reported to hare said: “ If an omelet has to 
be made some eggs have to be broken." Every revolution 
has Its terrific cost, If not In blood and treasure, then still In 
the less tangible bat alike real sentimental injury of thou
sands of sufferer*. The preliminary and paramount question 
Is: Ought the revolution to be made, cost what It may? Ia 
the coat to humanity greater of permitting the standing evil 
to exist? and if so. then let the cost be Incurred, fall where! 
it must. If Justice to humanity demand the given expendi
ture, then accepting the particular enterprise of reform, we 
aooept all Its necessary consoquonces, and enter upon ourj 
work, fraught. It may be, with repugnance to ourselves as It lal 
necessarily with repugnance to others.

I hare said that I came slowly, deliberately and reluctantly! 
to the adoption of this method of warfare. I was also hin
dered and delayed by the fact that If I entered upon It at all 
I saw no way to avoid making the first onslaught In the most 
distinguished quarters. It would be cowardice In me to un
earth the peccadillos of little men, and to leave untouched 
the derelictions and offenoea of the magnates of social and 
intellectual power and position. How slowly I have moved 
In this matter, and how reluctantly It may be inferred, will 
appear from those little points of history.

More than two years ago toieie two cities—Now York and 
Brooklyn—were rife with rumors of an awful scandal In Ply
mouth Church. These rumor* were whispered and covertly 
alluded to in almost every circle. Bat the very enormity of 
the facts, as the world views snob matters, hushed the agita
tion and prevented exposure. The press, warned by the laws 
of Hbel, and by a tacit and In the main honorable consensus 
to Ignore all such rumors until they enter the oourts, or be
come otherwise matters of Irrepressible notoriety, abstained 
from any dtreot notice of the subject, and the rumors them
selves were finally stilled or forgotten. A few persons only 
knew something directly of the facts, but among them, situ
ated a* I was, 1 happened to bo one. Already the question 
pressed on me whether 1 ought not to use the event to for
ward the cause of social freedom, but I only saw clear In the 
matter to the limited extent of throwing ont some feelers to 
the p ibllo on the subject. It was often a matter of long and 
anxious consultation between mo and my cabinet of confiden
tial advisers.

In June, 1870, Woodhull & C u r u s 'i  W eekly published 
an article In reply to H enry C. B owen'b attack on myself In 
the oolumns of the Independent, the editorship of which had 
Just been vacated by Theodore Tiltox. In this artiole the 
following paragraph occurred: " At this very moment awful 
and herculean efforts are being made in a neighboring city 
to suppress the most terrific scandal which has ever astonish
ed and convulsed any community. Clergy, congregation 
and community will be alike hurled Into more than all the 

i consternation which the great explosion In Paris carried to 
that unfortunate city, if this effort at suppression fall."

Subsequently 1 published a letter in both World and Times,
In whloh was tho following sentence: " I know a clergyman 
of eminence In Brooklyn who lives In concubinage with the 
wlfaof another clergyman of equal emlnenoe."

it wO| generally and well understood among the peoplo of 
the press especially, that both of these references were to this 
case of Mr. Beecher's, and It came to be generallT suspected 
that I was better informed regarding the facts of the case 
than others, and was reserving publicity of my knowledge for 
amort convenient season. This suspicion was heightened 
nearly Into oonvlctton when it transpired that T heodore 
Tiltox was an earnest and apparently conscientious advocate 
of many of my radical theories, as appeared in his far-famed 
biography of me, and In numerous other publications in the 
Golden A n * and elsewhere. Mr. T ilton's warmest friends 
were shucked at his course, and whoit he added to his re
markable proceedings, his brilliant advocacy of my Fourteenth 
Amendment theory, In his letter* to H orace Greeley, Cilab. 
buhner and Mat. Cajuventzk, they considered him lrrame-

I diably committed to the most radical of all radicals. Assure 
atico was made doubly sure when he presided at Stolnway 
Hall, when I, for tho first time, fully and boldly advanced iny 
freo-lovo doctrines. It was noted, however, that this man 
who stood before the world so fully committed to the broadest! 
principle* of liberty, made It oonvonlont to bo conspicuously! 
absent from the convention of tho Women Suffragists at 
Washington last Jauuary. AU sorts of rumors were there
upon rife. Some said be had " gone back" on his advocacy of 
freo-lovo; some sold that u rupture bad token placo between 
him and tho lenders of tho suffrage movement, nud many were 
the theories brought forward to explain tho facts. But (he1 
real cause did not transpire until Mr. T iltox was found at 
Cincinnati urging ns n candidate tho very man whom ho had 
recently so severely cnstlgntcd with Ills most caustic pen. If 
was then wisely surmised that political ambition, and tha 

(editorial chair of the T rib u n e, and hi* lifo-long personal de- 
votlou to Mr. Greeley , were tho inducements which 
sufficed to turn his head and heart away, temporarily nt 
from our movomont.

About this time rumors floated out that Mrs. Woodhull, 
disgusted at tho recent oonduet of Mr. T iltox and tho ad- 

Ivloo given him by certain of his friends, was animadverting In 
[not very measured terms upon tholr ennduot. An nrtlolo 
specifying matters Involving several of those persons, obtained 
considerable circulation, and with other circumstances, such 
as the definite statement of fnots, with nonius and places, in
dicated that tho time was at hand, nigh oven unto tho door.F 
when tho things that had remained hidden should be brought 

Jto light, and the whole nflnir bo nindo public.
Some time in August last thuro appeared in the E ven in g  

Telegram  a paragraph which hinted broadly at the nature of 
the impending expose. About this time, a gentleman from 
abroad, to whom I bad related some of the facts in ray pos
session, repeated them to a member of Mr. Beecher’s 
Church, who denounced the whole story as an infamous libel; 
but some day* later be acknowledged both to hi* friend and 
me that he had Inquired into tho matter and had learned 
that it was “ a damning fact." This gentleman occupies a  re
sponsible position, and his wdrd is good for all that he utters. 
Such was the facility with which confirmations were obtained 
when sought for. When, therefore, thoso who were convers
ant with the cose, saw in the B o sto n  H era ld  and other papers 
that I had mode a publio statement regarding the whole mat
ter, they were not in tho least surprised. It shows that the | 
press had concluded that it was time to recognize the sensa
tion whloh, whether they would or not, was destined soon to 
shake the social structure from its foundation.

A reporter was then specially detailed to interview me 
Hn order, as he said, that the matter might be published in 
loortnin of the New York papers. Why that interview has 
[boon suppressed is not possible to affirm with certainty, but 
it is easy to guess. An Impecunious reporter can be bought 
off with a few hundred dollars. And there are thoso who 
wonld readily pay thousands to shut the columns of the press 
against this exposure. Fortunately I have a nearly verbatim 
jeopy of the report, a* the interviewer prepared it, and In this 
shape I shall now present it to the publio.

But before proaoedlug to the main matter, let me relate, 
more in detail, tho facts which finally determined me to en
ter upon this adventurous and responsible method of agita
tion.

In September, 18*1,1 wo* elected, at the annual convention 
at Troy, President of tho National Association of Spiritual
ists. I hod never consooiatod with tho Spiritualists, although 
for many years both a Spiritualist and a medium myself, 
with rare and wonderful experiences of my own from my 
childhood up. I went to this convention merely as a specta
tor, with no previous concert or machinery of any kind, and 
was myself as absolutely token by surprise by my nomination 
and election as could have been any one present. I t  was said 
editorially in our paper, September 30, 1871, and said tru ly: 
"Her surprise at her reception, and her nomination to the 
Presidency of the Society was equaled only by tho gratitude 
whloh she felt, and will ever feel, at tho unexpected and tu
multuous kindness with which she was then and there hon
ored beyond her desert."

In Wooduull AClatlix's Weekly, of Nov. 11,1871,1 ad
dressed a President's message lo tho American Association of 
Spiritualists. In that document I made use of these words:

A new and mightier power than all the rings and caucuses, 
than all the venal legislature* and congresses, has already en
tered tho arena. Not only are all the reform parties adoles
cent in the reform plane, but they have a lrea d y  coalesced in 
spirit, under the new lead, and ‘ a  nation will be born In a 
day.' They have already token possession of the publio con
viction. Somewhat unconsciously, but really, all the people 
look to the coming of a new era; but all of them are not so 
weU aware as we are that tho spirit world has always exerted 
a great and diversified lntlueuce over this, while ft Is not till 
quite recently that the spiritual development of this eWorld 
ha* mode it possible for the other to nralntEiu real and con
tinuous relations with It.

"  Your enthusiastic acceptance of me, and your election of 
me as your President, was. In a sense, hardly ydur act. I t  

an event prepared for you, and to which you were im
pelled by the superior powur* to whloh both yon and I are 
subject. It was only one stop In a series of rapid and as
tounding events, whloh will, In a marvellously short time, 
change the entire fobe of tho social world."

This and similar to this was the complete avowal which I 
then made of my faith. In tho spiritual ordering of human 
events, and especially of a grand series of wants, now in ac- 

I tunl and rapid progress, and tending to culminate In the com
plete dissolution of the old social order, and In the institution 

I of b new and celestial order of humanity In the world. And 
let me now take occasion to affirm, that all the, otherwise 
viewed, terrible events whloh I am about to recite os having 
occurred lit Plymouth Church, are merely part* of tho name 
drama whloh havu been cautiously and laboriously prepared 
to astound uteu into the consciousness of the possibilities of a 
better life; and that 1 believe that all tho purtles to this em- 
bropiio have been, throughout, the unconscious agents of the

a] de-| nnd forced us into a desperate struggle for mere oxi 
1 ftutU had not even the menus of communicating my coi 
lo u sy . my own circle of friends. At the same time my hen

higher powors. I t  Is this belief, more than anything olso, 
which flnnlly reconciles rao to cnaot my part in the mnttor, 
which is that of tho mare nuiic/a to the world of tho facts 
which havo happened, nnd so of tho now stop In tho disso
lution of tho Old and In tho Inauguration of tho Now.

| At a largo and enthusiastic National Convention of tho re
formers of all schools, held in Apollo Hall, Now York, the 
11th nud 12th of May, 1872, I  was put In nomination ns the 
candidate of tho Equal Rights Party for the presidency of 
tho United Status. Despite tho brilliant promise of appear
ances at the inoeptlon of this movement, a Counter current 
of fatality seemed from that time tonttond both it and me. 
The press, suddenly dividod between tho other two great pnr- 
tlos, refused nil notioe of tho now reformatory movement; a 
series of pecuniary disasters stripped us, for the time being, 

[of tho means of continuing our own weekly publication, 
[and forced us into a dosporuto struggle for mere existence. I

~[condition to 
^ ^ ^ B a lth  failed 

from morC exhaustion. The Inauguration of the new party, 
and my nomination, seemed to fall dead upon the coun
try; nnd, to cap the climax, a new bntoh of slanders and In
jurious innuendoes permeated the community in respect to 
my condition nnd ahnmotor,

Cirqumstanoqs being in this state, tho year rolled round, 
nnd the next annual convention of the National Association 

lof Spiritualists occurred in S.opt., 1872, nt Boston. I wont 
there—dragged by tho sense of duty—tired, sick nud dis
couraged as to my own future, to surrender my chnrgo ns 
President of the Association, feoling as if I were distrusted 
and unpopular, and with no consolation but the conscious
ness of having striven to do right, nnd my abiding faith in 
the wisdom and help of the spirit world.

J  Arrived at the great assemblage, I  felt around me every- 
| where, not indeed u positive hostility, not even a fixed spirit' 
of unfriendliness, but one of painful uncertainty nnd doubt.
I listened to too speeches of others and tried to gnthor the 
sentiment of tho great, meeting. I  rose finally to my feet to , 
render an account of m^Rewardshlp, to surrender the charge, 
and retire. Standing there before that audience, I was seized 
by one of thoso overwhelming gusts of inspiration whloh 
sometimes come upon me, from I  know not where; taken out 
of myself; hurried away from the immediate question of dis
cussion, and made, by some power stronger than I, to pour 
ont into the ears of that assembly, and, ns I  was told subse
quently, in a rhapsody of indignant oloquonce, with circum
stantial detail, tho wholo history of the B eecher  nnd Tilto n  
scandal in Plymouth Church, and to annouuce In prophetic 
terms something of the bearing of those events upon the fu
ture of Spiritualism. I know perhaps less than any of those 
present, all that I  did actually say. They toU me that I  used i 
some naughty words upon that occasion. All that I know is, 
that if I  xwore, I  d id  n o t steea r p ro fa n e ly . Some said, with 1 
the tears streaming from their eyes, th a t I  sieore d iv in e ly . ] 
That I  oould not have shocked or horrified the audience was | 
shown by the fact that in the immense hall, pnekqfi to  the 
colling, and aa. absolutely" to lliy own surprise as 
first election at Troy, I  was re-elected President of the 
Association. Still Impressed by my own previous con- 
viotlons, that my labors in that connection were ended 
promptly declined the office. Tho convention, however, re
fused to accept my deollnatnre.

The publio press of Boston professed holy horror a t the 
freedom of my speech, and restricted their reports to tho nar
rowest limits, carefully suppressing what I  had said of tho 
couduct of the great clergyman. The report wont forward, 
however, through various channels, In a  muffled and muti
lated form, tho general oonolusion being, probably, with the 
uninformed, simply that M rs. W o o d h u ll b a d  p u b lic ly  s la n d e red  
M r. Beecher.

A dded, therefore, to  aB oth er con sid erations, I  am now  
placed In th e situ ation  th a t I  m ust e ith er endure u n ju stly  
th e Im putation o f being a slanderer, or I  m ust resum e n iT \ 
previously form ed purpose, and relate in  form al term s, for  
th e w hole public, th e simple foots o f tbo case os th ey  hav 
com e to  m y know ledge, and so ju stify , In cool d elib eration , 
th e words I  u ttered , alm ost u n in ten tion ally , and b y a sudden  
Im pulse, a t Boston.

I accept the situ ation , and en ter ad vised ly upon th e task I 
havo undertaken, know ing th o  rosponslbnities o f th e act and 
its  possib le consequences. I am Im pelled b y n o h o stility  
w hatever to  Mr. Beecher, nor b y  an y personal p ique to 
ward him  or any oth er person. I recognize in  th e faota a 
fixed determ ination in  th e S p irit w orld to  bring th is su bject 
to  th e ligh t o f day for high and Im portant uses to  th e world. 
T hey dem and of me m y co-operation, and th ey  shall have it, 
no m atter w hat the consequences m ay be to  m e personally.

T he follow ing Is th e re-statem en t from  notes, aided  b y  m y 
recollection, o f th e In terview ing upon th is su bject by th e  
pres* reporter already alluded t o : 1 ’ 1 ,

R ep o rter.— "  Mra. W oodholl, I hove called to  ask if  you  
are prepared and w illin g  to  fam ish  a  fu ll statem ent o f tho  
Beecuzr-T ilton scandal for p u b llcatlon ln  th e c ity  papers?"

M rs. W oodhull.— "  I do n ot know  that I ought to  object to  
repenting Whatever I  know  In relation  to  it . Y ou uuderatand, 
of course, that I take q different view  (ME auoh nuitters from  
those usually avowed by other people. H till I have good rea
son to  think that lar m ore people en tertain  v iew s correspond
ing to m ine than dare to  assert them  or openly liv e  up to 
them ."

Reporter.—" How, Mrs. WoomiULL, would yon state In the 
most condensed way your opinions on this subject, os they 
differ from those avowed and ostensibly lived by the publio 
at largo?"

M H . W oodhull.—" I believe that th e m arriage (ustitutlori. 
lik e slavery and m onarchy, nnd iriAiiy other thing* w hich  
bare been good or ueoessary In th eir day, U now  effe te , and 
In n general sense Injurious, Instead of being betibflclal to  th e  
community, although o f bourse i t  m ast con tinu e to  linger 
u n til batter Institutions can be form ed. 1 m ean by m arriage, 
in  th is cpnnqqtlon, any fo rc e d  or o b lig a to ry tie  betw een tho 
sexes, a n y  legal in te rven tio n  or constraint to  prevent people 
from  adjusting their love relations precisely a* they do their

on-/
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rpligiotiB affairs in  th is country, in  com plete personal freedom ; 
changing and im proving them  from  tim e to  tim e, and accord
ing to  circum stances."

R ep o rter.— ** I  oonfoss, then, I cannot understand w hy you  
o f aU persons should havo any fau lt to  find w ith  H r. 
QBECiicn, even assum ing everything to  be true of him  w hich  

rl have h itherto beard on ly vaguely h inted  at."
Mrs. W oodhuU .—" I  have no fau lt to  find w ith him  in any 

such sense os yon m ean, nor in any suoh sense as th at in  
whloh the w orld w ill condem n him . I have no doubt th a t he 
hns done th e vcjry bust which ho could do under all the cir
cum stances—w ith h is dem anding physioal nature, and w ith  
th e terrib le restrictions upon n clergym an's life . Imposed by 
th at Ignorant publlo opinion about physiological law s, which 
th ey , nevertheless, m ore, perhaps, than any other class, do] 
th e ir host to  perpetuate. The fau lt I find w ith Mr. B eecher] 

J s of n w holly different character, ns I havo to ld  him  repeat
ed ly  and frankly, add ns ho know s very w ell. It is, indbed, 
tho exact opposite to  th at for whloh th e world w ill condem n 
him . I condem n him  bocauso I know , and have had e v e r y  op
portunity to  know , th at ho ontertalns, on oonviotion, substan
tia lly  tho sam e viow s which Ioutertain  ontbe social q u estion ; 
that, under tho influence of thoso convictions, he lids lived  
for m any years, perhaps for h is wholo adult life , in a mannor 
whloh tho religious and m oralistic public ostensib ly, and to  
som e ex ten t ronlly, condem n; that he has perm itted him self, 
nevertheless, to  be over-awed by publlo opinion, to  profess to  
b elieve otherw ise thau as ho does believe, to  havo helped to  
m aintain for theso m any years th at very social slavery under 
whloh he was chafing, and against whloh ho w as seoretly  
revolting both in thought and pm ctlco; and th at he has, in  a  
word, consented, and s till consents to  be a hypocrite. The 
fau lt w ith  whloh I, therefore, charge him , is  not in fid elity  to  
th e old idens, b ut unfaithfulness to  tho new . H e is  in  heart, in 
oonviotion and in  Ufo, an ultra Boolollst reform er; w hile in  
seem ing and pretension ho Is th e upholder o f tho old  social 
slavery, and, therefore, does w hat he can to  crush ou t and 
opposo mo and those who aot and b elieve w ith  m e In forw ard
in g  th e groat soolal revolution. I know , m ysolf, bo litt le  of 
th e sentim en t of fear, I have so little  respect for an  ignorant 
and prejudioed publlo opinion, I am so aocustom od to  say tho 
th in g th a t I th in k  and do tho th in g  th at I  b elieve to  be right, 
th at I doubt not I am  in  danger of having fur too  little  sym 
pathy w ith  tho real d ifficu lties of a  man situ ated  ns H r. 
B eecher has been, and is, w hen he contem plates th e idea of 
facing social opprobrium . Speaking from  m y feelin gs, I am  
prone to  denounoo him  as a  poltroon, a  coward and a  sneak; 
n ot, ns I te ll you , for anything th at he has dono, and for whioh 
th e w orld w ould oondom n him , b ut for fa iliu g  to  do w hat it  
seem s to  m o so olear he ought to  d o; for fa ilin g, in  a  w ord, to  
stand shoulder to  shoulder w ith  m e and others w ho aro en
deavoring to  hasten  a  soolal regeneration whioh he believes 

• in."
R ep o rter.—“ You spook vory confidently, Mrs. W o o d h u ll , 

of Mr. B eecher’s opinions and life. Will you now please to 
resume that subject, and tell me exactly what you know of 
both ?"

M ra. W oodhuU .—" I hnd vaguely hoard rumors of some 
-BoandaTTn regard to Mr. BfeEcilkRTwEfoh Tpufc aside os mero 
r rumor and idle gossip of the hour, and gave to them no at 
tentlon whatever. Tho first serious intimation 1 had that 
there was something more than mere gossip in thq matter 
come to me in the committee room at Washington, where the 
suffrage women oongregated during the winter of 1870, when 
1 was there to urge my views on the Fourteenth Amendment 
I t  was hinted in the room that some of the women, Mrs 
Is a d b l u  B eecher  H ooker, a . sister of Mr. B eech er  
among the number, would snub Mrs. WoodhdXl  on account 
of her sooial opinions and antecedents. Instantly a  gentle
man, a stranger to me, stepped forward and said; “ I t  would 
All become these womeu, and especially a Beecher , to talk of 
/antecedents or to cast any smirch upon Mrs. W o o d  hull,  for 

am reliably assured that B knht W ord  B eech er  proaches 
td*st least twenty of his mistresses evexy Sunday.

" I  paid no special attention to the remark at the time, as 
was very intensely engaged in the business which had called 
me there; but It afterward forolbly recurred to me, with the 
thought also that it was strange that suoh a remark, made in 
such a presence, had seemed to have a subduing effect Instead 
of arousing Indignation. The women who were there could 
not have treated me better than they did. Whether this 
strange remark had any influence in overcoming their objec
tions to me I  do not know; but it  is cortain theywere not set 
against me by i t ;  and, all of them, Mrs. H ooker included, 
subsequently professed the wannest friendship for me." 

R ep o rter.— ** After this, I presume you sought for the solu
t io n  of the gentleman’s remark."

/ 1 Mrs. W oodhuU .—" No, I  did not. I t  was brought up sub- 
I  Jsequently, in an intimate conversation between her and me,
I  tb y  Mrs. P aulin  l  WRIOHT Da via, without any seeking on 

/m y part, and to my very great surprlso. Mrs. D avis had 
been, it seems, a frequent visitor at Mr. T ilton g  house in 
BriKjlclyn—they haviug long been associated in tho Woman’s 
Rights movement—and she stood upon oeitain terms of inti
macy in the family. Almost at the same time to  whloh 1 have 
referred, when I was in Washington, she called, as she told 
me, at Mr. T u t o r 's. Mrs. T ilton met her at the door and 
butst into tears, exclaimingi 'Oh, Mrs. Davos! have you 
come to see me? For Mix months I have been shut up from 
the world, and I thoughMntf one ever would oome again to vis
it  me.’ In  the Interview that followed, Mrs. T ilton  spoke 
freely of a long series of intimate, and so-called criminal re
lations, on her part, with the Rev. R enrt W ard  B kechkr; 
of the discovery of the foots by Mr. TiwAk; of the abuse she 
hod suffered from him in ooneoquenoe, and of her heart-brok
en condition. Bhe seemed to allude to the whole thing as to ■ 
something already generally known, or known in a considera
ble circle, and Impossible to be concealed; and attributed the 
long abeenoe of Mrs. D a v is from the house to  her knowledge 
of the foots. She was, as she stated at the time, recovering 
from the sffrets of a  miscarriage of a child of six months. 
The miscarriage woe ladueed by the Ill-treatment of Mr* T il 
ton In his tfsge M  the disoovery of hsr orimlnal Intimacy with

Mr. B eecher, and, os he believed, the great probability, that 
she was en c ien te  b y  Mr. B eecher  instead of himself. Mrs. 
T ilton confessed to Mrs. D a v is  the intimacy with Mr. I 
B eecher, and that It had boon of years’ standing. She also 
said that she had loved Mr. B eecher  before she mar
ried Mr. T ilton ,  and that now the burden of her sorrow wasl 
greatly augmented by the knowledge that Mr. B eecher wasl 
untrue to her. She had not only to endure the rupture with | 
her buabaud, but also tho certainty that, notwithstanding his 
repeated assurance of his faithfulness toller, he had recently 
had lllioit Intercourse, under most extraordinary circum
stances, with another person. Said Mrs. D a v is : *1 came 
away from that house, my soul bowed down with grief a t the 
heart-broken oondltlon of that poor woman, and I felt that I 
ought not to loave Brooklyn until 1 hod stripped the mask 
from that infamous, hypocritical scoundrel, B eecher. ’ In 
May, after returning home, Mrs. D a v is  wrote me a letter,, 
from whloh I will read a paragraph to show that wo conversed 
on this subject. /

m

u

" EXTRACT FROM A LETTER.
‘“ D e a r  V ic t o r ia : I  thought of you half of last night, 

dreamed of you and prayed for you.
“ 1 1  believe you are raised up of Ood to do a wonderful work, 

and I  believe that you will unmask the hypocrisy of a class 
that nono others daro touch. God help you and save you. 
Tho inoro I think of that mass o f  B eecher co rru p tio n  the more 
I doslro its opening.

‘E ver yours, lovingly, P a u l in a  W rio h t  D a v is .
‘P ro vidence , R . I., May, 1871.’"

R ep o rter.—“ Did you inform Mrs. Davis of your intention 
to expose this matter, as she intimates In the letter?"

M rs. W oodhuU .—“ I said in effect to her, that the matter 
would become public, and that I felt that I should be instru
mental in making it so. But I was not decided about the 
Course I should pursue* I  next heard the whole story from 
Mrs. E liza beth  Ca d t  Stanton ."

R ep o rter.—“ Indeed I Is Mrs. Stanton  also mixed np in this 
affair? Does she know the foots? How could the matter 
have been kept so long quiet when so many people are cog
nizant of it?"

M rs. W oodhuU .—" The existence of tho skeleton in tho 
closet may be vory widely known, and many people may have 
the key to the torrlblo secret, but still hesitato to open the 
door for tho groat outside world to gaze in upon it. This 
grand woman did Indeed kuow tho sanio facts, and from Mr. 
Tilto n  himself. I shall never forget the occasion of her first 
rehearsal of it to mo at my residence, IS East Thirty-eighth 
st root, in a visit made to mo during the Apollo Hall Conven
tion in May, 1871. I t  seems that Mr. T ilto n , In agony at tho 
discovory of what ho deemed his wifo’s perfidy and his pas
tor's treoohery, retreated to Mrs. Stanton’s residence at 
Tenafly, where he detailed to her tho entire story. Said Mrs. 
Stanton , ' I novor saw such a manifestation of mental agony. 
Ho ravod and tore his hair, and seemed upon the very verge 
of Insanity.* 'OhI* said ho, 'th a t that damned lecherous 
scoundrel should have defiled r a j bed for ten years, and at 
tho Lsama tirqe have .professed to be my best friend! Had he 
oome like a man to me and confessed his guilt, 1  could perhaps 
have endured it, but to have him creep like a snake into my 
house leaving his pollution behind him, and I so blind 
not to see, and esteeming him all tho while as a saint—oh! 
is too much- And when I think how for years she, upon 
whom I had beetowod all my heart’s love, could hare lied and 
deceived me so, I lose all faith in humanity. I do not believe 
thoro is any houor, any tru th  left in anybody In the world 
Mrs. Stanton  continued and repeated to me the sad story 
which it is.unnecessary to recite, as I prefer giving it as Mr. 
T ilto n  himself told it  me, subsequently, with his own lips.

Reporter.—" Is it  possib le th at Mr. T ilto n  oonfided th is 
story  to  you? I t  seem s too m onstrous to  be b elieved !"

M rs. W oodhuU .—“ H e certain ly d id. A nd w hat is  m ore, 
am persuaded th at in  h is ium ost m ind h e w ill n ot be oth er
w ise than glad w hen th e skqloton in  h is clo set is  revealed to  
tho w orld, if  thereby th e abuses w hich lurk lik e  vipers unde 
th e cloak o f sooial conservatism  m ay be exposed and the 
causes rem oved. Mr. Tilto n  looks deeper in to  th e soul of 
th in gs than m ost m en, and is  braver than  m ost."  L 

R ep o rte r .—!"H ow  d id  your acquaintance w ith  Mr. T ilton  
begin?"

M rs. W oodhuU .— 1* U pon th e inform at ion  received  from  Mra 
Da  v ia  and Mrs. Stanto n  I  based w hat (sa id  in  th e W eek ly  
and in  th e le tters in  th e Tim es and IKorfd, referring to  the 
m atter, 1  w as nearly determ ined—though s till not q u ite so— 
th a t w hat I, equally w ith  those w ho gave m e th e inform ation  
believed , b ut for w holly other reasons, to  b e a  m ost im por
ta n t sooial circum stance, should be exposed, m y reasons 
being, as I hare explained  to  yon , not th ose o f th e w orld, and 
I took th a t m ethod to  cause inquiry and oreato agitation  re
garding I t /  T he day that th e le tter  appeared In Che IFoWd 
Mr. Tilto n  cam e to  m y office. N o . 44 Broad street, and, 
show ing m e th e le tter , asked: 'W hom  do you  m ean by 
that?" 'M r. Tilto n ,* said I , ' I  m ean you  and Mr. 
B seghxb. ’ I then  told  him  w hat I knew , w hat I thought of 
It, and th at I fe lt th at Ih a d a m lsslo n to b r in g itto th e k u o w l-  
edge of th e w orld, and that I bad nearly determ ined to  do 
so. I said to  him  m uch else  ctr th e sp h ject; and he said: 

Mrs. W ood bu l l ,  you  are th e first person 1 have over m et 
w ho has dared to , o r  e lse  w ho could, te ll m e th e tru th .’ H e 
acknow ledged th at th e foots, as I had heard them , w ere true, 
b at declared th at l  d id  n ot y e t know  th e ex ten t o f th e d e
pravity of th at man—m eaning Mr. liK XCiuu. 'B at.* said

\  R ep o rter.— *' W as it  during th is Interview  th a t Mr. T ilto n  
explained to  you  a ll th a t you  now  know  of th e m atter?"
I M rs. W oodhuU .— ** Oh, no. His revelatious were mode 

/subsequently at sundiy times, and during months of friendly 
Intercourse, as occasion brought the subject up. I will, how
ever, oondense his statements to me, and state the facts as 
he related them, as consecutively as possible. I kept notes of 
the conversations as they occurred from time to time, but 

1 the matter is so much impressed ou my mind that I  have no 
Ihesitation in relating them from memory.”

R ep o rter.— ** Do you not fear that by taking the responsi
bility of this expose y o u  may involve yourself lu trouble ? 
Even if oil you relate should be true, may not those involved 
deny it in to to, even the fact of their having made the state
ments?” ..
■M rs. W oodhuU .—“ I do not fear anything of the sort. I 
know this thing must come out, and  the statement of the 
plain ungamisbed truth will outweigh all the perjuries that 
loan bo Invented, if it come to that pass. I  have been charged 
with attempts at blackmailing, but 1 tell you, sir, there is not 
money enough in these two cities to purchase my silence in 
this matter. I believe it  is my duty and ray mission to carry 
the torch to light up and destroy the heap of rottenness, 
whioh, in the name of religion, marital sanctity, and  social 
purity, now passes as the sooial system. I know there are 
other churches just as false, other pastors just as recreant to 
their professed ideas of morality—by their immorality you 
know I  mean their hypoerisy. I am glad that just this one 
cose oomes to me to be exposed. This is a great congregation. 
He is a most eminont man. When a beacon is fired on the 
mountain the little hills are lighted up. This exposition will 
•end Inquisition through all the ohurcbes and what is termed 
-conservative society."

R ep o rter.—" You speak like some wierd prophetess, 
madam."

M r*. W oodhuU .—“ I am a prophetess—I am an evangel—I 
am a Saviour, If you would but Jsee It; bat I too come not to 
bring peace, ba t a sword.”

Mrs. W o o dh ull  then resumed, saying: “ Mr. T ilto n  first 
[began to have suspicions of Mr. B eecher  on bis own return 
from a long lecturing tour through the West. He questioned 
his little daughter, privately, in his study regarding what had 
transpired,,In his absence. ‘The tale of Iniquitous horror 
that was revealed to me was,’ he said, 'enough to turn the 
heart of a stranger to stone, to  say nothing of a husband and 
father.’ It was not the fact of the Intimacy alone, but in ad
dition to that, the terrible orgies—so ho said—of which His 
house had been made the scene, and the boldness with which 
matters had been oarried on in the presence of his children— 
'These things drove mo mad,’ said he, 'and I  wety; to 
E liza beth  and confronted her with the child and the damning 
tale she had told me. My wife did not deny the charge nor 
attempt any palliation. She was then en c ie n te . and I  felt 
sure that the *ehQd would not be my child. I  stripped the 
wedding ring from her finger. I tore the picture of Mr. 

[ B eecher from my wall and stamped It in pieces. Indeed, I 
do not know what I  did not do. lo a ly  look hank, to It as a 
time too horrible to retain any exact remenfbtance of. She 
miscarried the child and I t  was buried. For two weeks, night 
and day, I might have been found walking to and from that 
grave, in a state bordering on distraction. T coaid not realize 
the fact that I was what I  was. I stamped the ring with 
which we had plighted our troth deep Into the soil thkt 
covered the fruit of my wife's infidelity. I  had friends, many 
and firm and good, but I oould not go to them with this grief, 
and I suppose I should have remained silent through life hod 
not an oocaston arisen which demanded that I  shortra seek 
counsol. Mr. B eecher learned that I  had discovered the 
foot, and what had transpired between E lieaBetH and mysfcfr, 
and when I  was absent he called at my house and compelled 
or Induced his victim to sign a statement, he had prepared, 
declaring that so far as he, Mr. B eecher , was concerned, 
there was no troth in my charges, and that there had n e v e r  
been any criminal lntlmOoy between them. Upon learning 
this, as I did, I  felt, of courts, again outraged and conld en
dure secrecy no longer. I had one friend who was like 
brother, Mr. Fran k  Moulton.  I  went to him and stated 
the case frilly. We were both members of Plymouth Church. 
My frifend took a pistol, went to  Mr. B rrcheb and demanded |  
the letter of Mrs. T ilto n , under penalty of instant death."

M rs. W o o dh ull  here rem arked th a t M r. Moulton  had 
himself, also sin ce, described to h sr th is  in terv iew , w ith  a ll the 
piteous and ab ject beseeohing of Mr. BIKHSS not to be 
exposed to th e publlo.

"  Mr. Moulton  Obtained the letter, ** said Mrs. W ., 
and told me that b e  hod It in his safe, where he should 

keep it until required for further use. After this, Mr. 
T ilto n’s house was no house for him, and he seldom slept or 
eat there, but frequented the house of his friend Moulton , 
who sympathised deeply with him. Mrs. T ilto n  was also 
absent days a t a time, and, as Mr. T ilto n  informed me, 
seemed bent on destroying her life, I  went as I hare said to 
see her and found her, indeed, a wretched wreck of a woman, 
whose troubles were greater than she oould bear., She made 
no secret of the facts before me. Mr. Bkrghrb’s selfish, 
cowardly eruelty lu endeavoring to shield himself and create 
public opinion against Mr. Tilto n , added poignancy to her 
anxieties. She seemed indifferent as to what she■ !  Bboome 
if herself, but labored under fear that murder o4 >t be done 
on her aocount.

This was the oondltlon of aflhlrs at the time that Mr. Til 
ton oome to me. I  attempted to show him the true eolation

/I

1

he, * do not ta k a  any step s now . 1 have carried m y heart o s i o f th e im broglio, and th e fo lly  th a t It w as for a  m an lik e him , 
a  stone In m y breast for m onths, fur th e sake o f E lizaueth . 1  a  representative m an o f th e ideas o f th e future, to  stand
m y w ife, who is  broken-hearted os 1  am .. I  have bad courage! w hining over in ev itab le even ts ooanected  w ith  th is tran sition  
to  endure rather than to  add m ore to  h er w eigh t.o f sorrow J age and th e social revolu tion  o f w hloh we are in  th e  m idst. I

r
For her sake 1 have allow ed th a t rascal to  go unscathed. I 
have ourbed m y feelin gs w hen every  im pulse urged m e to  
th rottle and strangle htm . L et m e tak e you  over to  B liza- 
heth, and you w ill find h er In no con d ition  to  be dragged 
before th e p u b lic; and A  knosr you w ill have ovntngssiw i on  
her.* A u d i w ept and saw  her, aad I agreed w ith  him  on  the  
propriety a f daisy.** . .

to ld  htm th a t th e fo u lt  and th e w rong ware n eith er in Mr. 
Bkrghkb, uor In Mra. T ilto n ,  nor La h im self; b ut th at it  
was In th e false socia l in stitu tio n s under w hich wn s t ill liv e , 
w h ile th e mure advanood m en and wom en o f the w orld have 
outgruw u them  lu  sp ir it; and that, practically, everybody .is 
liv in g  a  fa lse lif e , b y  professing a  conform ity w hloh  they do 
not foal and do n ot live , and w hich th ey  cannot foal and live
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any m ore than the grown boy can re-ontor the clothes of hls| 
early ohlldbood. I recalled to  hla attention  splendid passages 
of his own rhetorto. In which he had unconsciously justified  
all th e freedom  that he was now condem ning, when It came 
home to h is own door, and endeavoring, In the sp irit o f a  ty 
rant, to  repress.

" I ridiculed the m a u d lin  sen tim en t and m ock hero ics and 
1 dreadful su ss1 he was exhibiting over an even t th e m ost na
tural In the world, and the m ost Intrinsically Innocent; hav
ing In It not a b it more of real crim inality than th e awful 
w ickedness o f ‘negro-stealing’ form erly charged. In perfect 
good faltb, by the slaveholders, on every one who helped the 
escape of a  slave. 1 assumed at once, and got a sufficient ad
m ission, as I always do In such cases, that he was not exactly  
a vestal virgin him self; that h is real life  was som ething very 
different from the aw ful ‘ v irtu e’ he was preaching, especially 
for women, as If women could 's in ' In th is m atter w ithout 
m en, and men w ithout wom en, and whloh, he pretended , I 
even to him self, to  believe In the face and eyes of his own lif e !  
and the lives o f nearly all the greatest and best m en and women 
that ho k new ; that the 'dreadful suss' was m erely a bo g u ssen li- 
rncntdlitu, pu m p ed  In h is im agination, because our slokly relifl 
glous literature, and Sunday-school m orality, and pulpit 
phanueelsm  had humbugged him all h is life  Into th e belief 
that he ought to  fe e l a n d  a ct In th is harlequin and absurd way 
on such an occasion—that. In a word, neither Mr. B beciier 
nor Mrs. T ilton bad done any wrong, but that It was he who 
was playing th e part o f a fool and a tyran t; that It was he and 
th e factitious or manufactured public opinion back o f him, 
that was wrong; that th is babyish w hining and stage-acting 
were the real absurdity and disgrace—the unm anly part of 
the wholo transaction, and that w e only needed another Cer
vantes to satirize such stuff as It deserves to  squelch It In
stantly  and forevor. 1 tried to show him  that a true m anli
ness would protect and love to  protect; would glory In pro
tecting the absoluto freedom of the woman w ho was loved, 
w hether oallod w ife, m istress, or by any other nam e, and that 
the truo sense of honor in th e future w ill be, n o t to  kn o w  even  
w hat relations our lovers have w ith any and all othor persons 
than ourselvos—as true courtesy nevor seeks to  spy over or to  
pry Into other people's prlvato odkirs.

" 1 believe I succeeded In pointing out to  him  that h is own 
life  was essentially no better than Mr. B u c h e b 's, and that 
be stood In no position to throw the first stono a t Mrs. Tilton 
or at her reverend paramour. I showed him  again and again 
that the wrong point, and the radically wrong thing, if  not, 
indeed, quite the only wrong thing in tho m atter, was the 
idea o f ownership in human beings, which was essentially the 
sam e in  the two institutions of slavery and marriage. Mrs. 
Tilton had in turn grown incrcasedly unhappy w hen she 
found that Mr. BxEcnxn had turned som e part o f h is exu
berant affections upon some other object. There was in  her, 
therefore, the same sentim ent o f the real slaveholder. L et it  
be onoo understood that whosoever is true to himself or herself 
is thereby, and necessarily, true to aU others, and th e whole 
social question w ill be solved. The barter and sale o f  wives 
stands on the same moral footing as the barter and sale o f  
Mooes. T he ^god-implanted human affections cannot, and 
w ill not, be any longer subordinated to  these external, legal 
restrictions and. conventional engagem ents. Every human 
being belongs to himself or herself by a  higher title than any 
which, by surrenders or arrangements or promises, he or she can 
confer upon any other human being. Self-ownership is  ina
lienable. These truths are the latest and greatest discoveries 
in  true solenoc.

" Perhaps Mr. B kxciikb knows and feels a ll th is, 
and if so, in  that knowledge consists b is sole and h is real 
justification , only tho world around him  has not y e t grown 
to  i t ; in stitu tions are not yet adapted to  i t ; and he is  not 
brave enough to  bear his open testim ony to  tho truth  ho 
knows.

“ A ll th is I said to Mr. T ilton ; and I urged upon him  to  
make th is providential circum stance lu  h is lifo the occasion 
upon which ho should, him self, com e forward to  th e front 
and stand w ith the true cham pions o f social freedom ."

.Reporter.—"T hen Mr. T ilton becam e, as it  w ere, your pu
pil, and you instructed him  in  your theories."

Mrs. IVoodhulL—“ Y es, 1 suppose that is a correct state
m ent ; and the verification o f my view s, springing up before 
my eyes upon th is occasion, out o f tho very m idst of religious 
and moral prejudices, was, I assure you, an interesting study  
for m e, and a profound corroboration of tho righteousness of 
what you call ‘ m y Theories.’ Mr T ilton’s  conduct toward 
Mr. B kxciikb and toward h is w ife began from  th at tim e to  
be so magnanimous and grand—by which I m ean sim ply ju st 
and right—so unlike that which m ost other m en's would have 
been, that it  stamped him , In my m ind, as one o f th e noblest 
souls th at lived, and one capable o f playing a  great role In the 
social revolution, which is  now so rapidly progressing.

" I never could, however, induce him  to  stand w holly, and 
unreservedly, and on principle, upon the free-love platform ; 
and I always, therefore, feared that he m ight for a tim e va
cillate or go backward. B ut be opened his house to  Mr, 
B axcuxa, saying to  him , in  th e presence o f Mrs. T ilton : 

You love each othor. Mr. BxEt'iixn, th is is a  distressed  
woman; if  it  be in  your power to  alleviate her condition and 
make h w  life  less a burden than it  now is, bo yours tho part 
to  do l^ H Y ou  havo nothing to  fear from m e.' From that 
tim e Mr. hektiieh was, so to  speak, tho slave of Mr. T ilton 
and Mr. Moulton, l ie  consulted them  In every m atter of 
any Importance. It was at th is tim e th at Mr. T ilton Intro
duced Mr. B bbciikr to  m e, and I m et him  frequently both at 
Mr. T ilton's  and at Mr. Moulton's. W e discussed the 
social problem freely In all its varied bearings, and I found 
th at Mr. B n c n n t  agreed w ith nearly a ll m y view s upon the 
question.”

Reporter.—" D o yon mean to  say that Mr. B kechkb disap
proves of the present marriage system !"

Woodhull.—" I mean to  say jnst th is—that Mr. 
'  Basem an told  me that marriage Is th e grave of love, and that 

he never married a couple that he did not feel condem ned.'
Reporter.—*' W hat excuse d id  Mr. Beecher give for not 

avowing these sontlm ent# publicly *"

M rs W oodhulL—‘‘ Ob, th e moral coward's Inevitable excuse 
—that o f inexpediency, l ie  said be was tw enty years ahead 
o f his church; that he preached the truth  Just as fast as he 
thought h is people oould bear it . I said  to  him , • Then, M r 
Beecher,  you are defrauding your people. Y ou confess that 
you do not preach th e truth  as you  know It, w hile they pay 
for and penuadn them selves you are giving them  your best 
thought.' Ho replied: ' I know that our whole social system  
is  corrupt. I know that marriage, os it  ex ists to-day, is  the 
curse of society. W e shall never have a b etter sta te until 
children are begotten and bred on tho scientific plan. 8 tirpi- 
oulture Is w hat w e need.' ‘ T hen,' said I, 1 Mr. B kechkb 
w hy do you not go Into your pulpit and preach that solouae? 
H e rep lied : ' If I were to  d oso  1 should preach to  em pty seats.
It would be the ruin o f m y church.’ ‘ T hen,' said I, ■ 'you  ore 
as big a  fraud as any tim e-serving preacher, and I now be
lieve you are all frauds. I gave you cred it for ignorant hon
esty , but I find you all alike—all trying to  hide, or afraid to  
speak th e truth . A sorry pass has th is C hristian country 
com e to , paying 40,000 m inisters to  lie  to  it  from  Sunday to  
Sunday, to  h ide from  them  tho truth th a t has been givon| 
them  to  prom ulgate.'"

R ep o rter.—" It seem s you took a good deal o f pains to  draw 
Mr. B ekctikb ou t.”

M rs. W oodhulL—" I  d id . I  thought him  a man w ho would 
dare a good deal for th e truth , iuid that, having lived the lifo  
ho had, and entertain ing tho private convictions he did, I 
could perhaps persuade him  that it  was h is true policy to  come 
out and openly avow  bis principals, and bo a thorough con
sisten t radical, and thu s ju stify  h is life  in  som e m easure, if  
not w holly, to  th e public.”

R ep o rter.—“ W as Mr B eecher aw are that you knew  of h is 
relations to  M rs. T il to n?"

M rs W oodhulL —“  O f coarse he was. I t  was because that 
I knew of them  th at he first consented to  m eet m e. H e could 
nevor reoeive m e u n til he knew  that I  was aware o f th e real 
character he w ore under th e m ask o f h is reputation. Is it  
not rem arkable how  a little  know ledge o f th is sort brings 
down th e m ost to p lo fty  from  th e stilts  on w hich they lift  
them selves above th e com m on level."

R ep o rter.—'* D o you still regard Mr. B eecher as a  moral 
cow anl?"

M rs. W oodhulL—" I havo found him  d estitu te o f m oral 
courage enough to  m eet th is trem eudous dem and upon him .
In  m inor things, I know that ho has m anifested courage. H e 
could not be induced to  take th e bold stop I dem anded of biro, 
im ply for tho snka of truth  and righteousness. I  d id  not en

tirely  despair o f him  u ntil about a year ago. I w as then con
tem plating m y Stoinw ay H all speech on 8ociaI Freedom , and 
prepared It In tho hope o f being able to  persuade Mr. 
BfcsciiER to  prosldo for m e, and thus m ake a w ay for him self 
in to a con sistent lifo  on tho radical plntform . I  m ade my 
speech as so ft os I conscientiously oould. I toned it  down In 
order th at It m ight not frighten  him . W hen it was in  type,
I w ent to  Bis study and gave him  a  copy and asked him  to  
read It carefully and give mo h is candid opinion concerning 
it . M eantim e, I had told  Mr. T ilton  and Mr. Moulton that 

was going to  ask Mr. B kechjoi to  p reside, and thoj- agrcod 
to  press th e m atter w ith  him . I  explained to  them  that the 
only safety  h e had was in  com ing ou t as soon as possible an 
advocate o f social freedom , and thus p alliate, if  he could not 
com pletely ju stify , h is practices b y  founding them  at least oil 
principle. I told  them  th a t tills  in troduction  of mo would 
bridge th e w ay. B oth  th e gentlem en agreed w ith m e in th is 
view , and I was for a tim e alm ost sure th a t m y desire would 
be accom plished. A few  days before tho lecture, I sent a note 
to  Mr. B eecher asking him  to  preside for m o. T his alarmed 
him . Ho w ent w ith  it  to  M essrs. T ilton  and Moulton ask
ing advice. T hey gave it  in  tho affirm ative, tellin g  him  they 
considered it  em inently fittin g  th a t ho should pursue the 
course indicated by mo as h is on ly sa fe ty ; but it  was not urged 
It In such a w ay as to  indicate th a t they had known the re
quest w as to  have been m ade. M atters rem ained undecided 
u n til th e th e day o f tho lecture, w hen I  w en t over again to  
press Mr. B eecher  to  a  decision . I hod th en  a long private 
in terview  w ith  him , urging nil tho argum ents I could to  in
duce him  to  consent. H o said he agreed perfectly w ith w hat 
I was to  say, but that he could n ot stand on tho platform  of 
Steinw ay H all and introduce m e. Ho said , ' I should sink  
through tho ttoor. I am a m oral coward on th is subject, and 
I know It, and I  am not f it  to  stand by you , w ho go there to  
■peak w hat you know  to  bo th e tru th ; I should stand there 4  
liv ing lie .1 H e got upon th e sofa on hla knees beside m e, ana 
taking m y face betw een b is hands, w hile th e tears stream ed 
down his cheeks, begged m e to  lo t him  off. Becom ing thorp 
oughly disgusted w ith  w hat seem ed to  mo pusUanlm ity, I 
le ft th e room under th e control o f a  fooling of contem pt fot 
th e man, and reported to  m y friends w hat ho had said. They 
then  took m o again w ith them  and endeavored to  persuade 
him . Mr. T ilton said to  h im : 'M r. B eecher, som e day 
you have got to  fo il; go and Introduce th is woman and w in  
th e radicals o f th e county, and it  w ill break your fa ll.’ ' D<J* 
you th in k ,’ said  B eecher, ' th a t th is thing w ill com e out to  
tho world?' Mr. T ilton  rep lied: ‘N othing is m ore certain  
in  earth or heaven, Mr. B eec h er; and th is m ay be your lost 
chance to  save yourself from  com plete ruin.' ■*£

" Mr. B eecher replied i ‘ I can never enduro such a terror. 
Oh I If It m ust com e, le t m e know  o f It tw enty-four hours in 
advance, that 1  m ay take m y ow n life . 1 cannot, cannot face 
th is th in g  1’

“ Thoroughly out o f a ll patience, I turned on my heel and 
sa id : * Mr. Beecher, if  I  am  com pelled to  go upon that plat
form  alone, I  shall begin by tellin g  th e audience w hy I am 
alone, and w hy you are not w ith  m e,’ and I again le ft the 
room. I  afterward learned th a t Mr. BEEauen, frightened a t 
w hat I had said , prom ised, before parting w ith Mr. Tilton, 
th at ho w ould preside if  h e oould bring h is courage up to  the 
terrible ordeal.

“  I t  w as four m inutes o f th e  tim e for m e to  go forward ta  
th e platform  at Steinw ay H all w hen Mr. T ilton and Mr. 
Moulton cam e Into th e ante-room  asking for Mr. B eecher.

consequences be what they m ight. A t th a t m om ent w ord  / 
was sent m e that there was an organized a ttem p t to  break up  | 
tho m eeting, and that threats wore being m ode again st m y I 
life  If I dared to  Bpeak w hat it  was understood I in ten d ed  to  |  
speak. Mr. Tilton  then insisted  on going on tho platform  
w ith m e and presiding, to  which I finally agreed, and th a t I 
should not a t that tim o m ention Mr. B eecher . I  sh all 
never forget tho bravo w6rds h e uttored in  in trodu cing m e. 
T hey bod a m agic influence on tho audienco, and drew  th e  
stin g  o f those who intended to  harm m o. H ow ever m uch  
Mr. T ilton m ay havo siuoo regretted h is course regard ing ! 
m e, and w hatever h e m ay say about it , I shall always adm ire 
tho moral courage th at enabled him  to  stand w ith  m e on th a t , 
platform , and face that, in  part, defiant audienco. I t  is  hard 1 
to bear th e criticism s of vulgar m inds, w ho can spo in  sooial I 
freedom  nothing but licen tiousn ess and debauchery, and th e  
inevitab le m isrepresentation of tlio  en tire press, w hich  is  as 
perfectly subsidized against reason and com m on souse, w hen  
social subjects are discussed, os is  th e religious press w hen an y  
other science is  discussed w hich is  supposed to  m ilita te  aga in st 
th e B ible as tho d irect word o f God to  inon. T ho ed itors are 
equally b igots, or else as d ishonest ns th e clergy. ..The n ig h t
m are o f a public opinion, w hich thoy arc s till p rofession ally  . 
engaged in  m aking, en slaves and condem ns th em ^ oth ."

Mrs. Wood hull  oonoluded b y saying th a t sin ce hor S te in 
way H all speech sho bad surrendered a ll hope o f easin g tho  
fall o f Mr. B eecher , th a t sho had not attem p ted  to  see  h im , 
and had n ot in  fact seen  him . She o n ly  added one o th er foot, 
w hich w as, th a t Mr. B eecher  endeavored t o  Induoe M r. 
T ilton  to  w ithdraw  from  h is m em bership in  P lym outh  
Church, to  leavo him , Mr. B eecher , free from  th e  em bar
rassm ent o f h is presence th ere; and th a t M r. T il to n  had in 
dignantly rejected  tho proposition, d eterm in ed  to  hold  th e  
position w ith  a  v iew  to  suoh con tingencies as m igh t su b se
quently occur.

8o  much fo r  th e in terview in g w hich w as to  have b een  pub
lished som e m onths ago; b u t w hen it  fa iled  or w as suppresed, 

was still so  far undecided th a t I  took  no step s in  th e m atter, 
and had no d efin ite plan for tho fu tu re in  resp ect to  it , u n til 
th e even ts as I  have reoited  th en , w hich  occurred a t B oston . 
Since then  I have n ot doubted th a t I  m u st m ake up  m y m ind  
defin itely to  act oggressarily in  th is m atter, and  to  u se th e  
facts in  m y k n ow led geto  com pel a  m ore w ide-spread d iscu s
sion of th e social question. I take th e  step  d elib erately , a s an  
agitator and sooial revolu tion ist, w hioh is  m y p rofession , j I 
com m it no breach of confidence, ns no confidences have bean  
m ode to  m e, excep t as I  have com pelled th em , w ith  a  fu ll 
know ledge th a t I  w as endeavoring to  in du ce or to  force tho  
parties to  com e to  tho fron t along w ith  m e in  th e  announce
m ent and advocaoy o f th e principles o f socia l revo lu tion . 
M essrs. B eecher  and T ilto n , and o th er h alf-w ay reform ers, 
nro to  m e lik e th e border S ta tes in  th e  great reb ellion . T h ey  
are liab le to  fa ll, w ith  th e  w eigh t o f th e ir  in flu en ce, on  
cith er sid e in  th e con test, and I  hold  it  to  b e leg itim a te  
generalship to  co m p el them  to  deolore ou  th e  sid e  o f tru th  and  
progress.

My position  is  ju stly  analogous w ith  th a t o f w arfare. T ho  
public, Mr. PEE diB B IpM nSa^ im ilr i nlnrllr m e *£tthey
could—w ill do so i f  th ey  can—to  p revent m e from  forcin g  orn~ 
them  considerations o f th e u tm ost im portance. M y m isBiotf 
Is, on th e oth er band, to  u tter  th e  unpopular tru th , and  m ake 
It efficient b y w hatsoever leg itim ate m ean s; and- m eans nro 
legitim ate as a  w ar m easure, w hioh w ould  ho h igh ly  reprehon- 
siblo (n a state o f peace. I  b elieve, as th e  law  of penco, in  th e  
r ig h t o f  p riv a cy , in  th e san ctity  o f in d iv id u al rela tion s. I t  is  
nobody’s business b u t th eir ow n, in  th e  absoluto v iew , w h at 
Mr. Beecher  and M rs. T ilto n  havo done, or m ay ohoose a t 
an ytim e to  do, as betw een th em selves. A nd  th e  w orld  n eed s, 
too, to  be taught ju st th a t lesson . I  am  th e  cham pion o f th a t 
very right o f privacy and o f in d ividu al sovereign ty . B u t, t h a t . 
is on ly one sid e o f th e case. I  n eed , and th o  w orld  n eed s, M r.. 1 
B eecher's pow erful cham pionship o f th is  vory righ t. T h e t 
world is  on th e very crisis g t its  final figh t for lib orty . Tho 
victory m ay fa ll on  th e w rong sid e, and Ills ow n lib er ty  and  
m ine, and th e w orld's, be again crushed ou t, or roprossqd for 
another century for th e w ant o f fid e lity  in  h im  to  th e  now  
tru th . I t  is  n ot, therefore, M r. B eec h er  as th o  in d iv id u a l 
th a t I  pursue, but Mr. B eec h er  as th e rep resen tative m an ; 
Mr. B eecher  ns n power in  tho w orld ; and M r. B e e c iie ii us 
m y auxiliary in  a great w ar fo r  freedom , or M r. B e ^jh ier  os 
a  v io len t euem y and a pow erful h indrance to  a il th a t I  am  
bent on accom plishing.

To Mr. B eecher, as tho in d ividu al c itizen , I  ten d er, th ere
fore, my hum ble apology, m eaning and d eep ly  foo lin g  w h at I 
say, for th is or any interference on m y p art, w ith  b is p rivate  
conduct. I  hold th a t Mr. T ilto n  h im self, th a t M rs. B e e c h e r  
herself, have no m ore right to  Inquire, or to  know  or to  spy  
over, w ith  a v iew  to  know ing, w h at has transpired  b etw een  
Mr. B eecher and Mrs. T ilto n  than  th oy  havo to  know  w hat 
I ate for breakfast, or where I  sh all spend m y n e x t ev en in g ; 
and that Mr. B eecher’s congregation and tho p ublic a t large 
have ju st os little  right to  know  or to  Inquire. 1  hold  th a t  
th e so-called m orality o f society  i s  a  com plicated  m ass o f sh eer  
| im pertinence and a  scandal on th e civ iliza tion  o f th is  advanced  
century, th at tho system  o f social espionage under w h ich  w e 
liv e  is damnablo, and th a t th e  vory first axiom  nt a  truo  
m orality, is  for the poople to m in d  their ow n  business, and  
learn to  rcapeot, religiously, tho sooial freedom  and  th o  snored  
sooial privacy of a ll o th ers; b u t it  w as tho paradox o f C hrist, 
th a t as tho Prince of Peooo, ho s t ill brought on earth ’, not 
peace b ut a,sword. I t  is  th o  paradox o f life  th a t, in  ord er to  
havo peace, w e m ust first havo w nr; and it  is  th o  puradox p f 
m y position that, believing in  th o  righ t o f privacy and lu  th e  
perfect right o f Mr. B eecher  socially , m orally and  d iv in ely  
to  have sought tho em braces of M rs. T il to n , or o f uuy oth er  
woman or women whom ho lovod and w ho lovbd h im , and bo- 
iug a  prom ulgator and a publio cham pion o f th o se vory righ ts, 
I still invade the m ost seorot und sacred affairs o f h is lifo , and  
drag them  to  the ligh t and expose him  to  th o  opprobrium  aud  
vilification o f tho publio. I  do again, and w ith  deep siu ourity, 
ask his forgiveness. B u t tho case is  excep tion a l, aud w hut I 
do I  do for a  great purpose. T he socia l w orld  ia in  t  jie very

\ »
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W hen 1 told  them  he had not oom e they expressed astonish-
meat. I told thorn I should faithfully keep my word, let the j agony of its new birth, or, to rosumo tho warlike simile
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the leaden of progress are in the very act of storming 
the last fortress of bigotry and error. Somebody must 
bo hurled forward into the gap. I  have the power, I 
think, to compel Mr. B eecher to go forward and to do 
the duty for humanity from which he shrinks; and I 
should, myself, be false to the truth If I  were to shrink 
from compelling him. Whether ho sinks or swims in the 
fiery trial, the agitutlon by which tru th  is evolved will have 
been promoted. And I believe tha t bo will not only survive, 
but thnt when forced to the encounter he will rise to tho full 
height of tho great enterprise, and will astound and convince 
the world of tho new gospel of freedom, by tho depth of his 
experiences and the force of his argument.

The world, i t  seems, will never learn not to crucify its 
Christs, and not to compel the retraotation of its Galileos. 
Mr. Bebcueb has lacked tho courage to be a martyr, but, like 
Galileo, while retraoting, or concealing and evading, ho has 
known in his heart that the. world, still moves; and I  venture to 
prophesy, as I  have indeed full faith, that he and the other 
parties to this social drama will yet live to be overwhelmed 

, with gratitude tom o for having compelled them to this pub
licity. The age is prognaut with great events, and this may be 
tho vqry one which shall be, ns it were, tho crack of doom to 
our old and worn out, and false and hypocritical sooial insti
tutions. When the few first waves of public indignation 
dhall hnve broken ovor him, when the nine days’ wonder and 
the astonished clamor of Mrs. Grundy shall have done their 
worst, and when the pious ejaculations of the sanctimonious 
Bbnli have been expended, and he finds that he still lives, and 
tha t thero nro brave souls who stand by him, ho will, I  be
lieve, rise in his power and utter the whole truth. I believe 
I see clearly and prophetically for him in the future a  work 
a  hundred times greator than all he has accomplished in the 
past. 1 believe, as I  have said, a  wise Providence, or, as I 
term it, and believe it  to be, -the conscious and well calculated 
interference of tho spirit world, has forecast and prepared 
those very events as a  part of tho drama of this great social 
revolution. Of all tho centres of influence on the great broad 
planet, the destiny that shapes our ends, bent on breaking 
up an old civilization and ushering in a  new one, could have 
found no such spot for its vantage ground as Plymouth 

. fChuroh, no such man for tho hero of the plot as its reverend 
pastor, and, it  may be, no such heroine as the gentle oultured, 
and, perhaps, hereafter to be sainted wife of Plymouth 
Church’s most distinguished layman. Indeed I think that 
Mrs. Tia/roNi has had, a t least a t times, a  dearer intuition 
guiding her, a better sense of right, and more courage than 
her reverend lover; for, on one occasion, Mr. Tilton told me 
th a t he took home to her one of my threatening notices, aud 
told her tha t that meant her and Mr. Bebciier, and tha t the 
exposure must and would come; and ho added tha t she 

j • calmly .replied: “  I  am prepared for it. If  the now social 
gospel must; have its martyrs, and if I  must be ono of them, 
I  am prepared for it.”

ni In conclusion, let us again consider, joy a moment, the 
right nncl the wrong of this whole transaction. Let us see 
whether the wrong is not on the side vfrhere the public puts 
the right, and the right on the side where the public puts the 
.wrong. The, immense physical potency of Mr. B eecher, 
nnd the, indomitable agency of his great nature for the inti* 
macy and the embraces of the noble and cultured women 
about him, instead of being a bad thing as the world thinks, 
or thinks ‘that it thinks, or professes to tliink that it thinks, 
is one of tho noblest nnd grandest of the endowments of this 
truly great and representative man. The amative Impulse is 
tho physiological basis of character. It is this which ema
nates zest and magnetic, power to his whole audience 
through tho organism of the' great preacher. Plymouth 
Church has liv«*d and fed, nnd the healthy vigor of public 
opinion for the lost quarter of a century-lias been augmented 
and strengthened from tho physical nmntivcncss of Henry 
W ard Beecher. The scientific world know tho physiologi
cal facts of this nature, but they have waited for a weak 
woman to' have tho moral courage to tell tho world such 
truths. Passional starvation, enforced on such a nature, so 
richly endowed, by the ignorance nnd prejudice of the past, 
is u horrid cruelty. The bigoted public, to which the great 
preacher ministored, while literally eating and drinking of 
his flesh nnd blood, condemned him, in their ignorance, to 
livo without food. Every great man of Mr. Beecher's type 

i has hod, in the past, and will ever have, tho noed for, and 
tho right to, tho loving manifestations of many women, and 
when tho public graduates out of tho ignomneo nnd preju
dice of its childhood, it will rccognlzo this nccosslty and its 
own past injustice. Mr. Beecher’s grand and amative na
ture is not, then, the bod oloment in tho wholo matter, but 
intrinsically n good thing, nnd ono of God's best gifts to the 
world.

So ngnin, tho tender, loving, womanly concessiveness of 
Mrs. T ilton, har susceptibility to tho charm of tho great 
preacher’s magnetism, her love of loving and of bolng lovod, 
none of tihbse Verb tho bad thing which tho world thinks 

> them, or th1nks; that It thinks thorn, or profosaos to think 
that ’it thinks them to bo. On tho contrary they aro all of 
thorn tho host thing—tho best nnd most beautiful of tilings, 
tile liveliest nnd most dlvlno of things which belong to tho 

i patrimony of mankind.
So ngnin, it wns not tho coming togethor of theso two 

loving natures in tho most Intimate embrace, nor wns it that 
nature blessed thnt embrace with tho natural fruits of love 
which wns thb bad element in this whble transaction. They, 
on the contrary, were good1 elements, beautiful and divine 
elements, nnd among God’s best things for man.

Tiio ovil and tho whole evil in this whole matter, then, lies 
clsewhoro. It lies In a false nnd artificial or manufactured opin
ion, In respect to this very question of what is good or what is 
pVil In such matters. It lies in the belief that society ^*s
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tho right to prohibit, to prescribe and regulate, or In any 
manner to interfere with the private love manifestions of its 
members, any more than it has to prescribe their food and
their drink. It lies in the belief consequent upon this, that I From the lowest of material forms up to and including 
lovers own their lovers, husbands their wives and wives their I the organization of society there are balances in all depart- 
husbands, and that they have tho right to complain of, to I meats of nature which must be maintained to secure the gen- 
spy over, and to interfere, even to the extent of murder, I eral safety. When steam is generated above a certain point 
with every other or outside manifestation of love. It lies in I the safety-valve most permit its escape, else that which con- 
the compulsory hypocrisy and systematic falsehood which is thus I fines the steam will be rent in pieces to the damage of all 
enforced and inwrought into the very structure of society, I within its range. When certain kinds of crime run high 
and in the consequent and wide-spread injury to the whole I society becomes endangered from their concealment; and it is 
community. I the same when the moral sense of the community is out-

Mr. Beecher knows all this, and if by my act bo is com-1 raged by the practices of any considerable number of its so- 
polled to tell the world that he knows it, and to force them I called most respectable citizens, occupying positions of hon- 
to the conviction that it is all true, he may well thank God I or and trust. Cesspools of filth and corruption, whether 
that I live, and that circumstances have concurred to eman-1 they be in the political, financial or social sphere, are danger- 
cipote him, despite of himself, from his terrible thralldom, I ous only when too closely concealed, which concealment 
and to emancipate, through him, in tho future, millions of I permits them to pursue with impunity their demoralizing 
others. I processes. And the practice of society, when these pools

Still in conclusion, let me odd, that in my view, and in I are material, political or financial, is the true one; but when 
the view of others who think with me, and of all, as I be- 1  the social sphere is involved the same practice is not so re
lieve, who think rightly on tho subject, Mr. Beecher is to
day, and after all that I have felt called upon to reveal of his 
life, as good, as pure and as noble a man as he ever was in 
the past, or as the world has held him to be, and that Mrs.
T ilton id still the pure, charming, cultured woman. It is, 
then, thejpublic opinion that is wrong, and not the individ
uals, who must, nevertheless, for a time suffer its persecu
tion.

Mrs. Isabella B eecher Hooker has, from the time 
that I  met her in Washington, stood my fast friend, 
and given me manifold proofs of her esteem, knowing, as 
she did, both my radical opinions and my free life. I have 
been told, not by her, but upon what I believe to be per
fectly good authority, that she has for months, perhaps for 
years post, known the life of her brother, and urged on him to 
announce publicly his radical convictions, and assured him 
that if he would do so she, at loast, would stand by him. 1 
know, too, by intimate intercourse, the opinions, and, to a 
great extent, the lives of nearly all the leading reformatory 
men and women in the land; and I know that Mr. Beecher, 
passing through this crucial ordeal, retrieving himself and 
standing upon the most radical platform, need not stand 
alone for an hour, but that an army of glorious and emanci
pated spirits will gather spontaneously and instantaneously 
around him, and that the new social republic will have been 
for ever established. V ictoria C. Wood hull

I publish tho following letter, not to attempt to justify 
the exposure given above, but to show that I am not alone 
in the belief that benefit will accrue to the world from it.
I t  may have been Mr. Parker who moved me to the utter 
ances made at Boston. I have no doubt it was he, since l  
have been so informed both by himself and his friends, i  
desire it to be distinctly understood, however, that I do not 
wish to shoulder any of the responsibility on the spirit world 
for what I have done, although I know I shall have its sup 
port in whatever way 1  may need it in carrying forward this 
system of social warfare. The public will ere long learn 
that if it attempt to stop tho social revolution which is im
pending it has more than one weak woman to contend against.

V. c. w

14 Rinogold St. Providence, R. I.
September 10, 1873.

My D ear Victoria:
My husband and myself called on Friday evening, accom 

panied by Mrs. Colonel Pope, of Harrison street, on Mrs. J. 
H. Conant, and found her at home; Dr. Pyke was with her. 
He, the doctor, entered into conversation with mo concern
ing your attack upon Bocchcr, as he termed it, which I de
fended, whereupon Theodore Parker controlled Mrs. Conant, 
and spoke in substance as follows :H  

“ When Homy Ward Beecher, knowing spiritualism to be 
tnio, stood In his own pulpit and denounced it as 'one of 
tho most dangerous humbugs of tho day,* the spirit world 
felt that it hod pleaded and borne with him long enough, and 
that thoy would unmask and show him to the world a hypo
crite as ho is. This it has dono, and it mattered little whe
ther Mrs. Co limit, Victoria Woodhull or Laura Cuppy Smith 
wns tho Instrument used- The spirit world has not yet com
pleted its work. Other canting hypocrites remain to bo pro
claimed to Uio public in Uieir true colors, and tho Scripture 
shall bo verified, ‘ There is nothing secret that shall not be 
mndc known, nothing hiddon thnt shall not be revealed.’ If 
I could have divested my medium of the influence o f persons 
in  the fo rm  I should have proclaimed tills through her lips on 
tho platform of John A. Andrews’ hall on Wednesday after- 
torn oon.”

I think I havo glvon you Thoodoro Parker’s words ver
batim.

Tho same evening I wns convening with E. B. Beck
with, a prominent lawyer of Boston, who remarked that 
thero socmcd to him to be a retribution following the 
Becchcra, and thnt you could uso In yonr own behalf the 
somo argument in vindication of your exposure of Beecher 
that Mrn Stowe nnd her family had used In her defence 
with regard to the Byron affair, with this addition, that you 
had not accused the living, who could defend themselves, 
of half so bare a crimo as she laid to the charge of the poet 
and a sister woman, the dead who could not reply. I  thought 
the suggestion too good to be lost, shall use it myself freely, 
fend send It to you.

Laura Cuvet Smith,

garded.
If a person find and expose a gathering of material filth, in

sidiously distilling its noxious miasms into the atmosphere 
for society to inhale, and thereby contract terrible diseases, he 
is considered a public benefactor, and the agents of society at 
once lay hold and remove the poisonous stuff. And the 
same thing is true when the cause is in the financial or po
litical arena. But when the social arena is involved, when 
any body presumes to uncover the stench-generating pools 
of filth, debauchery and rottenness in which so many of the 
most respectable male citizens wallow and riot, society stands 
back horrified, and denounces the presuming individual as the 
incarnation of diabolism; and as especially damned, if it be a 
woman. Nevertheless, put a woman on trial for anything— 
let her even so much as go before the courts to obtain pecu
niary justice—it is considered as a legitimate part of the de
fense to make the most searching inquiry into her sexual 
morality, and the decision generally turns upon the proof 
advanced in this regard.
I How is it with regard to men ? Who thinks of attacking 
them in regard to their sexual morality ? If a man be ar
raigned as a thief, forger, traitor or murderer, who thinks 
of attempting to prejudice his case by proving him lecherous*
A man being even the President of the United States, 
governor of a State, pastor of the most popular church, pres
ident of the most reliable bank, or of the grandest railroad 
corporation, may constantly practice all the debaucheries 
known to sensualism—many of which are so vicious, brutal 
and degrading as to be almost beyond belief—and he, by vir
tue of his sex, stands protected and respected, so much so 
that even the other sex cry shame on the exposer when the 
rottenness is laid bare; and the newspapers pretend not to 
know that anything detrimental to public morality has tran
spired. But let a woman even so much as protect herself 
from starvation by her sexuality, lacking the sanction of the 
law, and every body in unison cries out, “ Down with the 
vile thing;** and every newspaper makes it its special busi
ness to herald her shame, in their eagerness utterly forgetting 
that there was a man in the scrape. A jury is applauded for 
finding a verdict of "Not guilty” In the case of a McFar
land, bat in that of a Fair, it is denounced in the most ap
proved style of manly judgment. Now all this is not only 
the personification of injustice, ungenerousneas and ungal
lantry, but it is deplorable, detestable and damnable. By it 
men seek to hide their own rottenness, covering woman with 
their filth and slime, crying out, “ Behold her degeneracy t 
What a contrast between it and our immaculate selves I” 
And all this amply because man is the law making and ex
ecuting power.

The editor of a leading daily must not be permitted to 
reyel and riot with women, and, returning to his sanctum, 
write pattern articles on morality, while his recent compan
ions are being "pulled” by the police as a preliminary to the 
levy of an already determined so-called fine, which of course 
is nQt black-mail. Police Commissioners must no longer 
purchase houses for and maintain harems in one part of the 
city while they write orders to suppress tho same institutions, 
maintained elsewhere by their political opponents.

There is but one way by which this one-sided business can 
be rectified. The tables that hare so long been completely 
subsidized in favor of immunity for men must be turned 
upon thorn. The engines thoy have used to enslavo and de
grade women must be made tho heralds of their own crimes 
and shame. We aro aware that it is no light matter to essay 
to be pioneers in any reform, and especially do we feel that > 
we havo not only a hard, but for a time a thankless, task in 
attempting to place woman on an equality^ with man in the 
vindication of their rights and the redress of their 
wrongs.

To initiate this movement we propose to take leading per
sonages from each of the several pursuits of life and lay bfr . 
fore the world a record of tholr private careers, so thr"W H 
may no longer appear that their victims are the only fri fSht. I  
ful examples of immorality. Just concealed beneath I 
elastic surface of society, which is oven now liable be / 
disrupted, aro the seething, surging whirlpools of corruptibly 
which fester and rot, vitiating the entire social atmosphere 
by their vile exhalations. In all of these some man of no-1  
toriety is involved. We propose that they shall be made to 11 
stand before the world beside the women with whom they |  
have heretofore reveled behind the screen of manly imrnu, 
nlty. eep

xber
U r a l
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It I* well known thrttwo were Ignomlnloiifily'rixpolled frotn 
thnt Immaculate hotel, the Giisey, bccniiifa, forsooth, wo 
hold social theories and hnve the courage to advocate them, 
that do not quite salt the hypocritical, Pharisaical pretenders 
to a virtue' they do not possess, and because we publish a 
paper to advocate advanced ideas of reform, in which we 
have presumed to speak denunciatory of the present system 
of mnrriagc, which, as administered. Is simply slavery for 
women and license fur men. We have also, which may not 
be so generally known, been denied admission to almost all 
the other flnt-class hotels of the city for the same reason.

Now it may be all very mock and nice to preach the doc 
trine of the continuous reception of indignities, receiving 
(hem first upon one check and then upon the other, but wo 
propose to practice the diviner doctrine of Justice, and show 
what class of men it is who support these hotels which shut 
their doors against women simply because they assume to 
think and act for themselves, and not because of their imt 
moral practices.

Hotels have virtually adopted the motto—“ Best of ac
commodation for the worst of men, the best women not ad
mitted; if, however, they arts accompanied by any of the 
aforesaid men, no questions asked.”

And to begin, we will introduce

way in which it can he done but in taking actual exapipjes 
and holding them up for public inspection. And this wc 
propose to do until there is either a leveling up or down in 
the widely separated standard of morals for the different 
sexes, which are now maintained by the Man Power.

MR BOUTWELL AS A WALL-STREET 8 PECULATOII

MIL K  C. CI1AI.I.IS.

This man, {some time slnoe, had a suit with the Paclflol 
Mail Company In which his character was attacked, but Id 
which he came off victorious. It bos been his wont since tol 
point to hi* snowy shirt-front and say: " I  came out with l  
reputation as spotless as this lineu. O, immaculate Challls I 
had yon been treated after the manner of women; had it 
been the custom to assail men in tho courts as women are nsf 
sailed, where would your Immaculate highness have found 
yourself I We knows lady—wo have her name, and can com
mand her all]davit at any moment—who attended incog  th6 
Fronch ball at the Academy of Music, at which, says that 
high-toned sheet that prates of “ magnificent hussies," “were 
three thousand of the best men and four thousand of the 
worst women ” In our city. Let us see in what measure the 
host men are better than the worst women. Wo will give 
our Informant’s account in her own language: “ I had rfever 
been to ono of these places, and for many reasons was desir
ous of seeing the modus operand!. My sister and myself 
wont closely dominoed. We bad a box. After a while I 
saw Mr. CbaDls and a gentleman with him whom I will call 
Smith, though his real name is one of the oldest and best In 
the aunals of Now York society. We made ourselves known 
to them and they joined us, accompanied by two young girls 
not more than fifteen or sixteen years of age. Those girls 
had oomo on fresh from school in Baltimore, and In tho beat 
society of New York had fallen In with these middle-aged 
roues, and had In their innocence been led by them in the 
srays that lead to rulu. Wine was called for, and while the 
men drank but llttlo, these young girts were piled with It, 
until I remonstrated and begged them not to drink any more. 
My effort to influenoo them was met with an Inaultlng request 
from the men to let them alone. You may be sure I followed 
these girls up, and got the history of their connection with 
these men. They were seduced by them. Two other young 
girls, friends of theirs, were Invited on from Baltimore to 
visit in this best society. They were taken to tbe house of a 
woman we will call Molly, a first-class house of prostitution, 
hen they were robbedof their Innocence, each of these sooun- 
drels, Challls and “ Smith," taking one to himself. And this 
scoundrel Challls, to prove that bo had reduced a m aiden, car
ried fo r  days on Ms Jinper, exhibiting in  triw rtph, Ike red trophy 
Of her virginity. After a few days these Lotharios exchanged 
beds and companions, and when weary of this they brought 
their friends, to the number of ono hundred and over, to de
bauch these young girls—mere children.

8till further: every word here written can be proven. Re
member this was commenced in that Academy of' Music 
which various city papers berated because Miss Claflln was 
allowed to speak in it. Nor is this alL Tbe very next box to 
tbe ono In which we sat was used by two men at once'for the 
purpose of debauching debauched women; and the trustees 
of tbs Aoademy know this. The son of one of them was a 
witness to one of these soenes of lechery; nevertheless, the 
mauager now refuses to lease it for the performance of “ Tbe 
Merchant of Venice," because Miss Claflln, in connection 
with it, is to make her debut as Portia.

We have no$ told the half here that we might; but there is 
sufficient to show the world that when women are debauched 
their must be two parties to tbe debauchery; and we would 
ask why they should not both be held up equally to the score 
of the world Instead of being called the “ worst women and 
best men." Mr. Challls made his fortune by proving on the 
late trial that he was a man of good moral character. The 
children he has sedueed and debauched have now no way 
open before them than the prostitute's road to hell. The 

. ’ way 1s open for him Into the very heart of good sooiety; the 
way for them Is the way of the pariah, out Into the wilder
ness of sin and shams.

Such is the real character of men high in social and finan
cial life. But what of their victims? Suppose in this trial 
some " woman of the town” with whom this Challls was fa- 

„ miliar had boen introduced as a witness against him, would 
met evidence have been received? Note bit of It. It would 
leave been impeached as unworthy oi belief because of ber im- 
iporal practices. But Mr. ra‘»|||» is of the opposite sex, 
upon whom settual debauchery produces no demoralising In
fluence*. His oath rendered him Immaculate; hen would have 
added to her degradation the Inference of perjury. And tills 
is the Justice that is meted oat to women, this case befag 
the rule and not the exception.

We hold that there con be no service of equal magnitude 
rendered women betide that of unmaeklng the sham moral
ity with which men override them.' And there Is no other

If any ono doubt tho peculiar capacity of Mr. Boutwoll to 
fill tho position of Secretary of the Treasury, lie must corl 

Jtninly bo in utter ignorance of hi» Into successful raid into 
[the’money centre of tho country. This raid, made in his 
name and publicly, is not, we shrcwedly suspect, tho find 
essay of tho distinguished financier, though the exigencies of 
the coso demanded such steps as could not very well bol 
likened roea, as previous ones hod boen. V̂o have the 
treat reasons for behoving, which will bo given if necessary,! 
that Mr. Boutwell has continually played into tho hands of] 
the government clique bankers, add shared tho profits re
sulting therefrom. Not only this,- but the pooplo.’s money 
has been the basis of tho speculations. At this time, how- 

lever, there was a double contingency to be met; tho clique 
[in Wall street were in a "fix "and noeded relief; the ad
ministration was in a fix in Pennsylvania and needed relief- 
such as a few hundred thousand alone would give. Tho ex
istence of the first oponod tho way to tho solution of the 
last The opportunity was too evident to be missed. It 
was taken advantage of and both exigencies relieved. The 
government clique sold gold at a high price, and bought 
stock with tho proceeds at a low price, realizing profits of 
millions, Which being divided with tho administration for 
[having given tho "point," furnished the necessary funds to J 
mnko the election in Pennsylvania .favorable beyond ques
tion. Everybody can see tbe results; but few realize tho 
real character of the means employed to produce them.

Lot us give a returns of some of tho facts that mode such 
an operation possible. The latter part of September brought 
(about increasing "tightness" in tho money market, and a 
consequent tendency to lower prices for speculative stocks, 
and the possibility for tho clique in gold to advance its price. 
Now, whether or no this was wholly to bo attributed to the 
operations of cliques, or whether they merely took advantage 
of circumstances favorable to such a state of things, ha* not, in 
our opinion, any thing to do with the merits of the question 
at issue, since if it were tbe duty of Mr. Boutwell to step in 
and spoil the game at which they played, why was it not 
also his duty to have stepped in and spoiled the game of the 
coal speculators, who got up a comer in that commodity 
when the poor of New York could less afford to pay fifteen I 
instead of six dpllare per ton for it to keep from freezing, 
than could the Bull clique in Wall street twenty Instead of 
six per cent interest for money to carry ont their schemes. In 
the one case it was coal speculators conniving against the 
poor people, while In the other it was two equally able and 
competent cliques In Wall street conniving against each 
other. With the former, Mr. Boutwell did not feel called 
upon to interfere; but with the latter, he did so In such 
haste as not to stand upon the manner of doing it, but did it 
at once.

The condition of the money and stock market above re 
fered to, Mr. Boutwell know as well before his extra sole of 
gold and purchase of bonds as after. Nevertheless, be ad
vertised his monthly programme os usual, saying nothing 
about any extra action. The cliques in Wall street, accept
ing the advertised programme as that which would be car
ried out, pushed forward their schemes. Friday, the 4th 
instant, found gold at fifteen with the prqspect of being still 
higher, and stocks at the lowest price of tho season with the 
prospect of being still lower. On Saturday, everybody was 
astonished to see the houses of the government pets—Homy 
Clews &  Co. and Jay Cooke A Co., heavy sellers of gold and 
buyers of stocks It was at onoe surmised that there was 
some government action at the bottom of this, and the shrewd
est observers of thi* action “ stood from under.” But those 
who ore not given to a quick solution of movements, appar
ently at cross-purposes with general tendencies, never sus
pected the real meaning of this one of Clews & Cooke un
til the appearance in the Monday morning's papers, on the 
eve of the October elections, of Mr. Boutwell's advertise
ment of the extra sale of $3,000,000 gold and a correspond
ing purchase of as many bonds.

It was then easy to be understood why tho firms referred to 
had sold gold and bought stocks. They knew on Saturday 
morning that Mr.. Boutwell was coming Into Wall street with 
$10,000,0 0 0 ; and upon this knowledge which all others 
locked, they made their heavy sales and purchases with (he 
certainty of Immense profits.

Now, even admitting that It was either Mr. Boutwell’s right 
or duty thus to Interfere In Wall street matters, what right or 
duty hod he to give to these two houses such previous inform 
motion as to qutke it possible for them alone of all tbe rest 
of the ‘‘street " to toko advantage of it ? If this was not a 
personal interference in favor of particular persona, we should 
like to see something that appropriately could be so demon
strated. Why did not Mr. Boutwell on Saturday morning 
publish his Intentions in the papers as ha did on Monday, so 
that everybody, as well as Mr. Claws and Cooke, could have 
acted upon it ? There Is but one solution to this question
able practice, and this Is that Mr. Boutwell wanted these 
persons to have the advantage they had at the expense of 
others In Wall street. Of course we cannot state positively

made possible by this pre-information, but we believe it will 
some day come out that a part of tho money thus made was 
used in Pennsylvania to carry tho election. And, further, 
wo believe that it will somo daycomo out that tho Tammany 
frauds are as nothing compared with the Washington 
frauds under thfe present* ddiflinstretlon ; and still further, 
that the real causes which drove such nibn as Sumner, 
Schurz oml TnunbUll’ from the support of the administra
tion party was the knowledge of its damnable frauds, which, 
though condemning, they have not had the courage to ex- 
Ipose.

B u t witness the effect of this movemont upon the treasury 
of the. people's money. It is at least to be presumed when 
Mr. Boutwell sells gold that ho ought to get the beet possible 
price for it, sons to realize the largest amount for the people; 
and when he purchases bonds that ho ought to do so at the 
lowest possible prices, so as to save tho poople’s money. In 
this cose, however, he took special pains to do tho very op
posite—to sell the people's gold at the very lowest possible 
price, and to pay the very highest price for the redemption 
pf thoir outstanding indebtedness, in the method'pursued, 
losing to the people not less than $200,Q00. Is not this cap
ital financering for the people ? Almost equal to a syndicate 
for the fortunate bankers through whom It was done. In
stead of getting 115 for the people’s gold, which he could 
have done, he realized less than 118; and instead of buying 
tho bonds as ho might have done for 1 1 1 , ho paid nearly 118. 
This has been tho policy of Mr. Boutwell from the very first 
■—to get as little as possible for wbat the people have to sell, 
and to pay the very highest price for what the people have 
to buy; or, in other words, to take all the money from the 
people it is possible to take, and to give all the money It is 
possible to give to the bankers. If any corporation in ex
istence had a financial agent who dared to pursue such a 
policy, it would indict him for robbery. And the plea upon 
which it is done is the most barefaced fraud it is possible to 
imagine—that tho government in order to enhance its 
credit most pay extravagant prices for whatever it pur
chases, and sell every thing it has to sell at a less price than 
any person sells tho same thing.

Even this specimen of economy is not all the beauty there 
was developed by this transaction. When the bids for the 
gold and bonds were opened, it was found that the price at 
which the bonds were offered to the government was larger 
than the price bid for the gold ; and that if the government 
Sold the gold and bought the bonds, it would pay more than 
$5,000,000 in gold for the $5,000,000 in bonds. This put 
Mr. Boutwell and his friends in a fix ; not only because it 
would not look well to pay a premium for bonds, but if it 
were not done and tho gold was sold, the very condition 
which wm mode -a. pretext to r the Tiptintllun U'OUid b* msdo 
worse by the withdrawal from the market of more than five 
and a half millions of currency, which would increase 
rather than diminish the tightness of money. But Mr. 
Boutwell was equal to the emergency. He assumed the 
price of gold to be 113 and paid 112 15-16 for tho bonds, 
while he realized about 1 1 2 f for the gold, thus actually pay
ing a premium in gold to redeem the bonds, in order nomi
nally that money might be made easy; but really that a 
profitable operation might not be spoiled. In case General 
Grant is re-elected, is there any doubt that Mr. Boutwell will 
bo the candidate of Henry Clews and Jay Cooke for reap
pointment as Secretary of the Treasury ? That is the ques
tion 1 And there can be no doubt about General Grant’s 
re-election, since, if it require some hundred millions to se
cure it, it will be forthcoming. The leaders know where and 
how to get iL

THE NEXT STEP FOR SUFFRAGE.

SinCe the formation of the Equal Rights Party, we have 
received a great many inquiries as to whether we should 
make any further special advocacy of suffrage, or whether 
that would be merged in larger and still more general ques
tions.

Whatever other questions wc may advocate, we have never 
thought of permitting any opportunity to pass to advance 
the political rights of women. Wo are not of those who 
believe that one must give over all other reform in order to 
be a consistent advocate of woman suffrage. It would be 
Just ss consistent for us to deny that Rev. Olympia Brown 
is a consistent woman suffragist because sbo Is a minister of 
tbe doctrine of Universal Salvation, as it is for Lucy Stone 
to deny thnt we are consistent advocates of political equality 
for woman, because we claim that she is also entitled to so
cial freedom. We protest against all such one-idea move
ments. They are what make reform both ridiculous and 
Impossible, and, tho denunciation, by their advocates, of 
those who labor in larger fields, but who would be co-labor
ers in the same field, detestable.

One of the plankaln the platform of the Equal Rights 
Party is tho political equality of all persons, the suffrage to 
be limited only by reason of age. Why, then. If we are 
consistent advocates of Equal Rights, are wc not consistent 
sdvpcatcs of woman suffrage, which is included in the 
larger question of equal suffrage for both men and women ? 
We do not wont merely woman suffrage; wo want suffrage 
for all adult persons, and for all disfranchised naturalized 
citizens without property, as well as for women. We want 
no distinction whatever founded upon sex. We are sick of

isll advocacy which is limited by sex in favor of either sex* 
Y fd  want not only tho women oi Rhode Island to enjoy the
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right to vote, but all the disfranchised citizens of that State 
to do the same. And any movement which has any' less 
general purpose is not worthy the support of a person who 
believes in the American doctrine of equality.

Thus much to show that, in taking a step beyond 
woman rights to the ground of human rights, we have violated 
no principle nor pledge. Now as to the next step to gain 
equal suffrage.

It will be remembered that we intended to labor in Con
gress, during the entire of lost session, to secure the passage of 
a “ Declaratory Act,” and that such an act was introduced into 
the House of Representatives by Gen. Butler, the intrepid 
supporter of the constitutional right of suffrage to all cit
izens. But the act was no more than introduced when we 
learned, authoritatively, that the Republican party could 
not afford to pass it on the eve of a presidential election. It 
was, therefore, useless to spend time laboring to accomplish 
something that had already been decided in party caucus 
could not be permitted. It will also be remembered (and it 
is strong presumptive evidence of what we say) that the Ju 
diciary Committee of the Senate made a unanimous report 
on the Stanton-Anthony-Hooker memorial against the juris
diction of Congress over the quostion of suffrage, the same 
person drafting the report who figured largely in the Phila
delphia convention, which profeased to say that Congress has 
jurisdiction over the citizens right to vote. That committee 
either made a false report, false to its convictions of const! 
tutional right, or that convention made a hypocritical plat 
form to inveigle women into the support of its candidates. 
The Republican party may accept either horn of the dilem 
ma, since one is equally as damning as the other and can be 
used with equal effect against it.

The issue that must now be seized, is whether suffrage is 
one of the rights of citizenship, and to do it in such a way as 
to compel a decision by a competent authority, which can 
neither ignore the issue as Congress has done, nor dodge it 
as the Philadelphia Convention did. If it be a citizen's right 
to vote, and a President be elected by preventing one-half of 
all the citizens of the country from voting at his election 
and he attempt to perform the functions of the office of 
President, is it not clear that he is attempting to do what he 
he lias no right to do |  We assume, in harmony with all 
lexicographers, all writers on the theory of government and 
the latest decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, that the term citizen describes a person entitled to the 
right to vote for and hold all official positions under the gov 
eminent to which that person belongs. No other theory was 
ever thought of until it was invented as a matter of necessity 
by Messrs. Bingham and Carpenter to put off the issue of 
woman suffrage. It lias accomplished that purpose, but it 
will kill its invontors.

From these premises wo argue that whomsoever shall be 
olootod and attempno perform the'functlona of President 
will do so illegally; and whether it be Grant or Greeley, he 
will be brought before the courts, on a writ of quo warranto 
to show cause why he should perform those functions ; and 
unless the courts render a decision reversing the law, as now 
established by the Supreme Court of tho United States, he 
cannot be permitted to perform them.

Lest some may doubt the force of this position, we will 
quote the law as now established; by the Supreme court 
which is the final authority in all questions of constitutional 
law:

'In 10 Howard, 404, wcfind the following language upon 
this very question of citizenship and its rights, ana had it 
been upon a case wherein woman was involved, it no more 
■effectually could have established her right to vote :

“ The words i  people of the United States and citizens 
are synonymous terms, and mean the same thing; they both 
describe the political body, who, according to our republl 
can institutions, form the sovereignty, and who hold the 
power, and can conduct the government through these rep 
reeentatives. They are what we familiarly call the sovereign 
people, and every citizen is one of this people and a constit
uent member of this sovereignty. 1

And in the some case, 10 Howard, 470:,
“.For who, it may be naked, is a citizen ? Upon a princi

ple of etymology alone, the term citizen, as derived from 
o'vtfos, conveys the idea of connection or identification with 
the state or government, and a participation in its functions. 
But beyond this there is not, it is believed, to be found, in 
the thoories of. writers on government, or in any actual ex
periment heretofore mode, any exposition of tho term citizen 
which lias not been understood ns confirming tho actual pos
session and enjoyment, or the perfect right of acquisition 
and enjoyment of an entire equality of {fridges, civil and

mitted to vote for President, they can at least have the satis
faction of knowing they have the power to prevent any one 
from serving who shall be elected without their consent

political.
Could stronger words be framed into stronger sentences to 

support our position ? And the force and meaning of them 
have got to bo ignored before the next President can perform 
the functions of his office. • We have the opinions of six of 
the best constitutional lawyers in the country, and they all 
agree, if the President be permitted to perform tho duties of 
that office after having been summoned as indlotged, it will 
be as much tho usurpation of power as it would bo were 
General Grant, by foroe, to be continued as President, after 
the 4th of March, Mr. Greolcy having received the vote of 
tho Electoral College.

If the doctrino of ■ tho Supremo Court be law, there Is no 
more reason why tho President to be elected without the 
votes of women should be considered as legally 
than there could be for oontendlng that he would be legally 
elected if six-tenths of the mon were prevented from voting 
at ills election ; and* this time they shall neither ignore 
nor dodge the issue. Therefore, if women are not per-

GRANT OK GREELEY—WHICH ?

In the absence of an electoral ticket of the Equal Rights 
Party, we suppose that most men who would have voted! 
for the candidates of that party, will vote for one or the 
other of the parties whom the men standing at the head of 
this article represents. If it were the man merely who is to 
be voted for, on account of his personal fitness, it seems to I 
us that no person can be at a loss as to whom he should sup
port General Grant is, at heart, favorable to many of the 
reformatory movements; especially is he favorable to the 
cause of woman. He, as well as Mrs. Grant, believes that 
women ought to vote when they want to. Mr. Greeley be
lieves that women are good cooks, and that cooks ought not 
to be voters. In a word, Mr. Greeley is utterly opposed to 
any reform in favor of women. This, so far as personality 
Is concerned, should secure him the opposition of every wo
man who thinks she is as capable of self-government as man! 
and the support of every woman who thinks she was created̂  
to be ruled by men.

But it is not a fact that it is Grant or Greeley for whom I 
votes are to be cast It is for the parties which those men 
represent, and this puts an entirely different face upon the 
question as to which should receive the support of reformers. 
That ought to be determined without reference to the can I 
didates, since, whichever will be elected, will be the slave of 
the party which elects him. General Grant acknowledged) 
that he could not do what he wanted to do for woman, which 
was what was done for the negro by his urging upon Con 
gross the legislation in Ms behalf. Now, the question fori 
women to decide in the support of these men is, which 
party is the more likely to do them justice.

Most of the leaders in the woman movement are advocatl 
ing the election of Grant on account of the reference made to] 
women in the platform of the Republican party. We entirely 
differ from them as to the honesty of that reference. The 
PMladelphia Convention was a very late day for the Repub 
lican party to become conscious of the fact that there had been! 
“ loyal women” to whom the representatives of that party! 
owed any acknowledmcnt. ■" It was no longer than last 
winter that they were unaware that there were any such per 
sons who had any claim whatever upon the party. And the 
“ respectful consideration ” which is spoken of in that plat 
form, it seems to us, could more fittingly have been be 
stowed when it was sought from Congress, which had the 
power to grant it, but did not We believe that every hope 
women find in the fourteenth plank will prove a deceit. 
.That plank could not posMWy have been framed so as to 
seem to say more and really mean leas. There is not a posi 

! tive word in i t  If that convention meant what it is hoped 
by women that it did mean, why did it not speak in plain 
and unmistakable language so there could be no doubt? 
did not speak so, because it did not mean what it was hoped 
it would be accepted as meaning, and what it has been ac 
cepted by women generally as meaning. Still, it may be 
from sheer shame that some consideration will be given 
women; and if there is anything we can do or say to force 
that point it will not be left undone or unsaid.

When we think of it, hbwever, we cannot help repeating 
the Teacher of Nazareth’s parable of the Two Sons, recorded 
in St. M&tfhew, ,xxi.-chapter, 28, 29, 80 and 81 verses:

But what think ye 1 A Certain man hod two sons, and be 
went to the first and said: j“ Son, go work to-day in my vine
yard.”

He answered and said: “ I will not;” but afterward he re
pented and went.

And he came to the second and said likewise. And he 
answered and said: “ I go/’ and went not 

Whether of the twain did the will of his father. They said 
unto him, the first. Jesus saith unto them, “ Verily, I say 
unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into the 
Kingdom of God before you.”

Now, may it not be barely possible that this teaching of 
Jesus is applicable to the present situation. The liberal 
party which said it would not go work in the vineyard for 
woman may do it; while tho Republican party which said it 
would work in the vineyard for women may not do so. At 
all events, we always prefer on outspoken opponent like the 
Liberal party, to a deceitful friend which we fear the Re
publican party is. Besides, this new party will find itself 
absolutely compelled to take up some new issue if it think 
to remain a party. It must have some point of cohesion 
which it has not got at present, and which it will not have 
unless it be successful, wMch does not now seem probably; 
therefore, we believe that the opposition party to the present 
administration, will be tho one that Will adopt woman 
suffrage.

But we do not urge the support of either of the candidates. 
We simply state our conviction, and If too much confidence 
be not placed in the “professed love” of the Republican 
party, its representatives maybe riduculed into doing Justice 
to the interpretations put upon the language of the Phila
delphia platform.

There is another reason why we do not believe that Re
publicans endorse what the Philadelphia Convention said of 
the woman question, as committing the party to suffrage. 
What party organ of any consequence has said that the Re
publican party is committed to the doctrines of woman

suffrage, or has urged the election of its candidates because 
their success will insure the consideration and settlement of 
this question? It is true we find all the papers treating the 
women very courteously, and encouraging them to advocate 
General Grant’s election; but what one has said that the ob
struction to woman suffrage must be cleared out of the way 
by Congress? On the contrary, like the party leaders, the 
papers have heretofore, almost universally, said that Con
gress has nothing to do with the citizen’s right to the ballot 
We listened with great care at what the women said a few 
nights ago at Cooper Institute in favor of General Grant, 
bnt neither one of them even hinted to these things which 
we consider the weak points in the professed adoption of the 
suffrage question by the Republican party.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE.

J"  Wishing each other not divorced, but d*ad, they lived respectably sa 
man and wife.”—Loan Brnos’.

Could love forever 
Bon like a river.
And Time'* endeavor 

Be tiled In vain.
No other pleasure 
With this could measure;
And like a treason 

We'd bng the chain;
But ******* our 
Ends not In dying.
And formed for flying ____

Love pinm— his wing;
Then tor this reason 
Let's love a season.
But let that season;

Be only spring.

When lovers, parted.
Feel broken-hearted.
And. all hopes thwarted.

Expect to die,
A few years older 
Ah how much colder 
They might behold her 

For whom they sigh I 
When linked together 
In every weather 
They pluck lore's feather 

From oat his wing,
He’ll stay forever.
Bat sadly shiver 
Without his plumage 

When past the spring.

Like chiefs of faction 
His life Is action,
A formal paction 

That carta Ua rets.
Obscures t i l  {toy, •
Despot no more, he 
Such territory 

Quits with disdain.
8tm, atm advancing,
With huyisrs glancing;
His power enhancing.

He meat more an;
Repose bat cloys him.
Retreat destroys him.
Love brooks not a 
Degraded throne.

Wait not, food lover.
Till years are over,
And then recover 

As from a dream.
While each bewailing 
The other's failing 
With wrath and railing 

All hideout seem.
While first decreasing.
Yet not quite ceasing,
Walt not till teasing 

All passion blight:
If once diminish'd 
Love's reign is finish'd,
Then part in MmddMp,

And bid good-night.

So shall affection 
To recollection 
Tbs dear con auction 

Bring back with Joy:
Yob had not waited 
TUI, tired or bated.
Your paaaloa sated 

Began to day.
Torn last imbrsnas 
Leave no cold traces, 
l b  same fond faces 

Ha through tbs past;
And eyes, tbs mirrors 
Of poor street w oes 
Reflect bat rapture—

Hot least, though hut.

Tree, sepursdone 
Ash mors than patience;
Wbst desperations 

FMn aoch ham tiaenl 
Bat yet ranatnlng,
What 1st bat chaining 
H rests which, aeiee waning.

Boat 'gainst tfeair pstasnf 
Tims bat can cloy love.
And am dsatruy tore—
The winged boy, tore 

Is but for boyt.
Tob*U And It torture,
Thuaflb sharper, shorter.
To te n , and not 

Want eat yarn Joys.
L ev in a*
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Caxcul—In another column will bo found tho card 
of Dr. J. M. Comint, to which wo call tho attention of 
thooe nffllotod with that torrlblo dWeaec—cancer. It la 
not a uanal thing for na to mention practising phyal- 
dana; but In Ihlacaao wo know, whereof wo apeak, 
and we apeak In tho Interval of the afflicted, rather than 
on that of Dr. Coniine. Do haa epcclmona of cancer | 
caaea which ham been cored by Ida treatment, which 
place him at the head of hla profeaalon. Dnt the po
ll t Ion ho occnploo In Ihla dlaeaae la held by him In all 
others, raped ally In thooe of a chronic character.

Tint Niw York LinmuL Cum meet* every Friday 
evening * o'clock, for the d I em u! on of scientific 
and other Interesting subject*. Good speaking and 
entertaining dlacnaalona may always bo expected.

A book for tho time*. “ Tho Clergy a Source of 
Danger to the American Republic." Sold by snbrrip- 
•lon only. Agent* wanted. Address f f . F. J*stw os 
10 North Jefferson street, Chicago, III.

S A F E S .

FOR USE IN FAMILIES,

T H E  FAM OUS

HALFORD LEICESTERSHIRE

Table Sauce,

M a r v i n  & C o . ’s  a r e  t l i e  B e s t .

265 BROADWAY.

T H E  B E S T R E L I S H

H O M E
T O R M C E  COM PANY,

No. 135 BROADW AY.

Branch Office 586 Sixth Avenue. 

Capital, - $2,500,000 
Assets over 4,000,000

LIBERAL BOOK STORE,
;ukj

C O .,
WAIUUCN CHASE. MOORE. E. LUKXNB.

WARREN, CHASE &
614 N. FIFTH STREET,

ST . L O U I S ,  MO. ,
LIBERAL AND SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PAPERS, 

PARLOR GAMES, VOLTAIC SOLES,
PHRENOLOGICAL BOOKS, ETC.

Ba  Comprising n coniploto assort men t of all Books 
led and advertised by Wm. White *  Co., J. p. 
endum, S. S. Jonoa and othor Liberal Publishers, 

with all Liberal Papers, Ac.
Dr. II. Storcr'a Nutritive Compound.

Dr. Spence's Positive and Ncgatlvo Powders.

C H I C K E R I N G  «fc S O N S ’

Piano-Fortes.
THE BEST PIANOS AT TIIE LOWEST PRICES 

and upon the most favorable terms of payment.
We invite the attention of persons Intending to 

purchase Pianos to oar New Illustrated Catalogue, 
giving fnll description of Styles and Price*, ana t| 
firms on which we sell to those dealring to make

EAST MONTHLY PAYMENTS.
fW Send for a Catalogue.

CHICKERING & SONS,
N a 11 East Fourteenth St., New York.

Pnt tip In any part o f tho world for Family Use.

Can be bought of any First-Class Grocer

APOLLO HALL.

WM. DIBBLEE, 
LADIES’ HAIR DRESSER,

SM BROADWAY,
Has removed from bis Store to the 

FIRST FLOOR,
where ha will continue to conduct his business In all 
Its branches TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT. CHEAPER 
than heretofore. In consequence of the difference In 
hla rent.

CHATELAINE BRAIDS.

LADIES’ AND GENTLEMEN’S WIGS.
and everything appertaining to the Jrarioesa will be 
kept on hand and made to order.

S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E S ,

BY THOMAS GALES FORSTER
TRANCE SPEAKER,

E very S unday M orning &  E vening.
At half-past 10 a. v ., and half-past 7 r.

during the year, commencing February 4, ISIS, at 
Apollo Hall, corner Broadway and Twenty-eighth 8L, 
New York.

JOHN KEYSER, Treasurer.

This Company having provided for all its Chicago 
Iosks, without borrowing a dollar or disturbing a 
single Bond and Mortgngo, Invites tho attention of 
the public to tho following certificate of Hon. Qoorgo 
W. Miller, Superintendent of tho Insurance Depart
ment of tho State of Now York, that tho Capital haa 
been restored to tho fnll amount of Two and Ono-half 
Millions o f Dollars.

CHARLES J. MARTIN, Pres.
J. n. Washburn, Sea

f

D. W. HULL,
PM O M RIO  AND CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN,
will diagnose disease and give prescriptions from a 
lock of hair or photograph, the patient being required 
to give name, age. residence, Ac. A better diagnosis 
will be given by giving him the lending symptoms, bat I 
skeptics are not required to do so. Watch the papers | 
fo r  til, address, or olivet to Hobart. lad ., and wait GUI 
the letters can ho forwarded to him.

Terms, S3. Money refunded when he falls to get en | 
rapport with the patient.

| THE LAW OF MARRIAGE,
AN EXHAUSTIVE ARGUMENT 

AGAINST MARRIAGE LEGISLATION,

Ikburamcz Department, Albant, N. Y., 1 
Dec., 27,1871. J

Having, on the 10th day of November, 1871, made a 
requisition, directing the officers of the nomo Insur
ance Company, of New York, to require the Stock
holders of said Company to pay np tho aum of One 
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars deficiency 
then existing In the Capital of said Company, and 
upon duo examination made, it appearing that the 
said amount of One Million Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars has been duly subscribed and fully paid In, In 
cash, I hereby certify that the capital of said Compa
ny haa been fully restored to its original amount of 
Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto sat my hand 
and affixed my official seal on tho day and year above 
written.

GEORGE W. MILLER,
(L  8.) Superintendent.

The Great Discovery
CATHARTIC MEDICINE MADE PLEASANT 

TO THE TASTE AND DEIOUTKUL 
IN EFFECT.

D R .  O R V I S ’
9

Cathartic Compound
Tsnlensantto tho taste, and will bo readily eaten by 
children or adults. It la freo from poisonous drugs, 
Is purely vegetable, and, unlike other Cathartic Medi
cines, the dose need not to be Increased from con
tinued use. And U positively cures constipation. 
The directions accompanying each package. Read 
tho following recommendations:

“ N ew Yore, July 8,1871. 
“ Du. Orvis: Dear Sir—Please send me, C. O. D., ono 

box such as I had bofore; and am pleased to say, It 
has acted as a charm with my wife.

» Yours, TUNIS II. BLACKWELL.” 
(This was ono of tho worst cases of constipation I 

have over known.—A. O.)
“ Biiooki.tn, L. I., Nov. 3,1871. 

"Dear Sir: Sinco your Cathartic Mcdlclno was mado 
known to mo, I lmvo used It, and It only, In my family, 
to obviate tho evil It is intended to remedy; and 1 as
sure yon I prefer It to nil other expedients. Its opera
tion u  gentle and wholesome, not enervating the syn: 
tern, or leaving a tendency to Increased difficulty. It 
dears the comploxlon, relieve* oppression and invig
orates the whole physical economy.

"Respectfully, Mrs. R. C. MAITLAND."
It is extensively need by Dr. Foster, o f Clifton 

Springs, and many other eminent Physicians.
SPECIAL AGENTS:

HndnnL H erald Building, Broadway, New York; D. 
O. Fanvoll, cor. Amity ana Broadway, do.: Macy, cor. 
6th avenue and 14th StrecLdo.; Robt. S. McCurdy, 404 
Broadway, Albany; J. K. Post A  Co., Lane A  Paine, 
and Almy, Osbum House, Rochester, N. Y .: S. K. 
Samuels, Columbus, O.; Dixon A  Defdrich, Dayton, 
O.; Briggs, Clifton Springs, N. Y.

FOB SA LE  B Y  DBUOOISTS GENERALLY.
Price 25 cts. per Package.

1$ 3 ^ Address all Orders,
DR. A. ORVIS, Rochester, N. T.

CANCER.

FREDERICK KURTZ’S

ng, J
soothing sad the MAGIC TAR HALVE for promoting J 
the growth of the hair, constantly on hand.

Consultation on disease* of the Scalp, Monday*, | 
Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 a. » . till 8 r. x .

Also, his celebrated

HARABA ZEEN,
or FLESH BEAUTIEIER, the only pore and harm-1 
less preparation ever made for the complexion. No | 
lady should ever be without IL Can be obtained only I 
at

WM. DIBBLEE’S,
8M Broadway, Up-stalrs.

LEO MILLER,
Of New York, will present to the public

THE WOMEN QUESTION IN A NEW LIGHT.;

B y  C . L  J a m e s ,

Author o f "Manna] o f Transcendental Philosophy.' 
For sale by the author, post paid, for 25c.
Address, ALMA, WI8.

DINING ROOMS,

—X —ML. .C O M T N S »  M . D . ,  
PROP. OP OBSTETRICS & DISEASBOTPEMLF8,

I Gives special attention to the treatment of CANCER, 
I of all varieties, and Is radically curing largo nhmbcrs 
I o f them.

0 T  Call or address at
143 R  TWENTY-SIXTH STREET, N. Y.,

From 8 to 9jf a. v .; 4 to 6 p. m. ;

The Road to Power.
S E X U A L  S C I E N C E .

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL REGENERATION.
I A pamphlet of GO pages, by F. It. Down. Priceless 
to wire* and mothers, and snch ns are trying to bo

H r ,
L P  l l l l l l  I II

Price 60c, Adur F. B. DO,WEB
Wollhvlllo, Mo.

DR. AMNI BROWN, 
D E N T I S T ,

25 W est T wenty-Seventh Street.

K\ABE & CO.’S PIANOS.!23 New 8t. and 6 0  Broadway j j  SLADE,
“ WOMAN. AND nER RELATIONS TO TEMPER

ANCE AND OTHER REFORMS."

Senator WUson. of Massachusetts, in letter to Gen. 
Jordan, of Pennsylvania, says :

" I had the pleasure or canvassing with Leo Miller. 
Esq., In New Jersey, and I most cordially recommend 
him to onr friends In your State as a gentleman of 
rare talent and character,, and a most effective and do- 
speaker."

CHARLES H. FOSTER,
Test Medium,

10 East Twelfth Street, N . Y.

DR C. S. WEEKS,

(established 1833, BAi/rnroiur, m .)
18,000 of these Celebrated Instrument* are now in nse 

this country and Europe. They have been awarded 
85 Gold and Silver Medals. Every Instrument folly 
warranted for five years.

wAmmooas;
1650 Broadway, N. Y., and 09 Washington Street, 

Chicago, I1L
J. B A U E R  &  C O .,

GENERAL AGENTS.
Pianos to rent; sold on Installment*; and old ones 

taken In exchange. Illustrated Catalogues sent on ap 
plication.

AND

(CLAIRVOYANT,)
A tm

J. SIMMONS,
1210 W est F orty-Third  Street, N. Y.

o f f ic e  nouns FROM 0 a . M. TILL 0 P. M. 
NOT OPEN SATURDAY.

Dentist, #
No. 412 FOURTH AVE.,

Between Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth [Streets, 
NEW YORK.

T E E T H  EXTRACTED WITHOUT PAIN,
by the oaeof Chemically pore Nltroaa Oxide or L ush
ing Gas. Dr. W. haa d m  It several years, extracting 
teeth for thonaands with complete success, and with 
no bad effect* in any instance. All opera dons pertain
ing to Dentistry perforated in the moet careful and 
borough manner at reasonable price.

I Only Direct Line to France.
| TIIE GENERAL TRANSATLANTIC COMPANY'S 

MAIL STEAMSHIPS BETWEEN NEW YORK 
AND HAVRE, CALLING AT BREST.

I  Theeplcndid vessels on this favorite route for the 
| Continent will sail from Pier 60 North River as fol
lows:
VILLE DB PARIS 8 ratio XT... .Saturday, O ct 19
WASHINGTON..........Rouse an. . . . .Saturday, Nbv. t
ST. LAURENT.......... L n u n ........ Saturday, Nov. 16

| PRICE OF PASSAGE IN GOLD (Including wine) 
TO BREST OR HAVRE:

| First Cabin...............$1251 Second Cabin....,....$ 7 5
The** steamers do not carry steerage passengers. 
American travelers going to or m orning from the 

| Continent of Europe, ny taking.th* steamers o f this 
line, avoid both transit nr English railway and the dis
comforts of crossing the Channel, besides saving time, 
trouble and expense.

GEORGE MACKENZIE, Agent,
No. 56 Broadway.

76  M a lden  Lane  A  I Liberty 8t.

Mr. Kurtz invites to hla warm and comfortably fur
nished dining apartments the down-town public, as
suring them that they will always find there the 
choicest viands, served In the moet elegant style, the 
most earefally-selected brands of wlnoe and liquors, 
as well as the most prompt attention by accomplished 
waiters,

MIDLAND FIRST MORTGAGE
7  P e r  C e n t G o ld  B o n  tin ,

Issued by the Montclair Railway Co.
— a n d ----

Guaranteed by  New York Midland.
The Montclair Is the Dnreor and Shout Lnra o r  

tub Midland through New Jersey. Its bonds are I 
Issued on the basis of naif cost. They are Gdahantbkd. I 
It Is a homo road, running Dinner rnox the City o r  I 
Naw York, nssnrod of a large business and a fins I 
future. Tuts Bond Offers an Advantaon ovkr all 
tub onrait Midland First Mohtwaoi Bonds, m  
tiut, with KqtTAL Security, it is Lass in Lrick.

We commend It to Investors. For salo by

Allen, Stephens & Co.,
B A N K E R S ,

N o. 2 7  P IN E  S T R E E T , fl


